
The League
 this Summer

The Mendocino League of Women Voters plans to be visible on 
the coast during the summer months of this election year. Look 
for League members at the Mendocino Fourth of July Festivities, 
at the CasparFest on July 18th, and on August 22 to help 
celebrate International Youth Day (site, as yet, undetermined—
look for details in the next Voter).  As we often do at the Fort 
Bragg Farmers Market, we will be able to help with voting 
registration and other election questions. Also, please save 
Friday, September 18, as the date for our annual Meet & Greet 
Your Local Officials reception, at the Caspar Community Center. 

Leader’s message …

Democracy Working
California’s election systems 

by Jenny Farrell, Executive Director of LWVC 

Last week, I had the privilege of touring the Los Angeles County Ballot 
Processing Center just one day after the election. At a moment when President 
Trump was once again attacking California's elections and falsely suggesting that 
something is wrong with how we conduct our elections, I found myself wishing 
that every Californian could see what I saw. Because what I witnessed was not a 
system in crisis. What I witnessed was democracy working. 

Thousands upon thousands of ballots moved through a rigorous verification 
process designed to ensure that every eligible vote is counted accurately and 
securely. Every ballot received attention. Every safeguard was followed. Each 
step reflected a simple commitment: making sure that every eligible Californian's 
voice is heard. I came away impressed not only by the professionalism and 
expertise of our election officials, but also by their deep commitment to public 
service. That experience reminded me of something important: California's 
elections belong to California's voters. 

For decades, Californians have made deliberate choices about how we want our 
democracy to function. We have built one of the most accessible election 
systems in the country. We mail ballots directly to voters. We provide 
opportunities to cure ballot issues when mistakes happen. We make voting 
available in multiple languages. We work to ensure that people with disabilities 
can participate fully. And we continue striving to make our democracy more 
inclusive and representative of the people it serves. 

These policies did not happen by accident. They reflect California values. That 
is why the latest attacks on California elections are so troubling. President 
Trump’s claims of widespread fraud are unsupported by evidence and 
contradicted by the facts. Similar allegations have been made repeatedly over 
the years, and time and again they have failed to withstand scrutiny. Election 
officials, courts, audits, and independent experts have consistently found no 
evidence of the widespread fraud being alleged. Yet the claims continue. When 
facts are absent, conspiracy theories fill the void. But Californians deserve better 
than conspiracy theories. We deserve facts. 

The fact is that election officials across our state are carrying out their 
responsibilities with professionalism and transparency. The fact is that 
California's election system includes extensive safeguards to protect both security 
and voter access. The fact is that millions of Californians successfully cast ballots 
every election because of policies intentionally designed to help eligible voters 
participate. And the fact is that decisions about how California elections are 
run should be made by Californians. 

At the League of Women Voters of California, we will continue defending that 
principle. We will continue fighting for elections that are secure, accessible, 
transparent, and fair. We will continue standing with election officials who 
work tirelessly to administer our democracy with integrity. And we will continue 
pushing back against efforts—whether they come from Washington, political 
operatives, or anyone else—to undermine public trust through misinformation and 
unfounded attacks. California stands at the forefront of American democracy. We 
have built something worth protecting. And together, we will. 

P.S. The good news is that Californians do not have to take anyone's word for it. 
Los Angeles County, for example, offers public tours of its Ballot Processing 
Center, allowing residents to see the process firsthand. For those unable to visit in 
person, live video feeds provide a window into ballot processing as it happens. 
Transparency is not a slogan in California's elections - it is built into the 
process itself. I encourage you to see it for yourself! 

LWVUS Convention
Mendocino League Members Participate

by Charlene McAllister & Scott Miller 

We “attended” the convention, which was held in Columbus, Ohio, June 
26th through to the 28th. By attending virtually, we were able to access all the 
plenary sessions, but none of the workshops. With the three-hour time difference, 
we were able to join in at reasonable times, only on Sunday morning with the 
session starting at 4 am PDT was it a problem (and while Scott was there, 
Charlene was late!). Highlights of the convention were the election of a new 
board and President, as well as setting the program for the coming two years.    

The Program theme will be Women Defend Democracy Work, with six core 
pillars of advocacy and action.  These are Voting Rights, Election Protection, 
Redistricting, Individual Liberties, Immigration, and The Presidency. This portion 
of the convention went smoothly with the more heated discussions taking place 
over the non-recommended program items, the resolutions, the budget and the by-
laws changes. We thank the membership for having us represent our local League. 
An LWVUS summary of the whole convention will be available next month. 

June Primary Election Results
Although they have not yet been finalized—as of June 25, Mendocino County 
still had 143 ballots to “cure,” and statewide totals will not be official until July 
10—the results of the June Primary election are now apparent. The November 
General Election will feature the following statewide and regional contests. Each 
candidate’s approximate percentage total in the primary is shown in parentheses.  
• Governor:  Xavier Becerra (28.1%) vs. Steve Hilton (24.6%) 
• Lt. Governor: Fiona Ma (19.1%) vs. Gloria Romero (17.8%) 
• Secretary of State: Shirley Weber (58.7%) vs. Donald Wagner (36.7%) 
• Controller:  Malia Cohen (56.8%) vs. Herb Morgan (37.5%) 
• Treasurer:  Elena Kounalakis (36.7%) vs. Jennifer Hawks (24.0%) 
• Attorney General: Rob Bonta (56.6%) vs. Michael Gates (37.9%) 
• Ins. Commissioner: Jane Kim (27.4%) vs. Ben Allen (19.4%) 
• Supt. of Pub. Inst.: Sonja Shaw (22.6%) vs. Richard Barrera (20.3%) 
• Bd. of Equal. #2: Sally Lieber (56.8%) vs. John Pimentel (15.8%) 
• 1st Cong. District: James Gallagher (42.1%) vs. Mike McGuire (41.8%) 
• 2nd Cong. District: Jared Huffman (56.5%) vs. Robin Littau (11.4%) 
• State Senate #2: Damon Connolly (73.4%) vs. Tief Gibbs (16.2%) 
• Assembly #2: Chris Rogers (68.6%) vs. Michael Greer (31.4%) 

In Mendocino County contested races, Superior Court Judge Patrick Pekin 
secured another term outright with 75.4% of the vote, as did 5th District 
Supervisor Ted Williams, with 55.6%. Supervisor District 3 voters will choose 
between Buffy Bourassa (32.7%) and Eric Hart (31.7%). Measure A, the 
Mendocino College bond measure, received a yes vote of 54.2% within 
Mendocino County, and less than a majority in Lake County, and so did not pass, 
needing a 55% margin of approval. 

Community Announcements
Rapid Response Network for Mendocino County
by Miranda Ramos via the Mendocino Announce List 

The Mendocino County Rapid Response Network has some things we'd love for 
you to share with your list: 

Mendocino County Rapid Response Network Link Tree where you will find 
things like our website, social media, forms in English and Spanish to request 
local help with immigration-related matters. 

On the home page and our website, you can learn about events, such as 
the training the Rapid Response Network hosted on June 25. 

Whether people are interested in joining the network or not, this is a great 
opportunity to refresh our understanding of our Constitutional rights, learn how to 
identify ICE and activate our countywide network of trained volunteers to 
investigate and verify information, and the importance of sharing only verified 
information. 

We will also share information with participants about volunteering, for those 
who are interested. 

The Resource pages on our website have links to regularly updated information in 
English and Spanish. 

Garden Plots Up for Grabs
by Sakina Bush, via the Mendocino Announce List 

The Caspar Community Garden has garden beds available. We currently have a 
friendly group of 13 gardeners, but the garden is large and there are still a few 

beds available. Beds are big, about 4’ x 25’. There is water 
available by hose or you can install drip and use the existing 
timer. Bed rent is $25 a year and that money gets rolled back into 
the garden for supplies and repairs. If you have questions or 
would like to arrange to visit the garden and see the beds 
available please contact Rochelle at relkan@mcn.org. 

CasparFest
from Caspar Community 

Join us for CasparFest 2026 on Saturday, July 18th, at Caspar 
Community Center starting at noon with a Welcome Parade with 
Gertie the Gorse Monster — bring your tambourine and join in. 

Live music, dancing, over 30 vendor and non-profit booths, 
circus, kids activities, our annual Cupcake Walk (for all ages) 
with live music, and special circus activities for kids hosted by 
Spoon Circus. 

Great local organic food prepared by Dalen and the Caspar 
Kitchen Crew. Beer, wine, margaritas, and non-alcoholic drinks 
will be available at the bar. 

New Reports for
LCP Update Review

Readers can follow the ongoing progress of the LCP Updates currently underway 
in Mendocino County at the next Mendo Vision bi-monthly Planning Review 
meeting, to be held on Zoom from 3 to 5 pm on July 16. New documents have 
been made available in June concerning some of the component studies. A recent 
announcement from Julia Krog to Interested Parties says, “The Final Sea Level 
Rise Analysis and Risk Assessment has been published to the County's Sea Level 
Rise Resilience Strategy Page. The consultant is now working on developing the 
Resiliency Strategy and Local Coastal Program policy development. In addition, 
the Department has posted a memorandum comparing hazard mapping data used 
by the consultant in comparison to the CoSMoS data that was made available in 
Mendocino County after the County had begun work on this project.” 

An earlier message announced that the May 2026 Update on Coastal Groundwater 
Conditions is available on the Department website page dedicated to the Local 
Coastal Program Update. Its 600 pages can be navigated through its Executive 
Summary and Table of Contents. It suggests that the Mendocino Coast sits on a 
series of underground rivulets, which may, or may not, have interconnections. 
“Additional deliverables” may be found on the Groundwater Resources page. 

Also available are the State Route 1 Highway Traffic Capacity Study and related 
background. All these studies can be reached from the Local Coastal Program 
hub. 

Local and Regional Developments
Mendocino County Government

Ballot Mistake Leads to Lawsuit
Voter readers who remember the 2024 ballot snafu may wish to read Elise Cox’s 
June 4 article about the printer’s recent legal action. “Integrated Voting Systems 
sued Mendocino County seeking nearly $98,000 for unpaid invoices stemming 
from a ballot printing error in the March 2024 presidential primary.” 

County Finances
In a June 9 piece Elise described how the Board of Supervisors approved “a 
balanced budget … that relies on a one-time cash infusion to close an ongoing 
structural deficit and does not account for potential costs associated with recent 
federal policy changes or the City of Ukiah’s proposed annexation plans.” The 
report also describes complaints from county employees over their compensation, 
and Sheriff Kendall’s concern over how Ukiah’s possible annexation may affect 
his department. A related article tells how former San Francisco Controller Ben 
Rosenfield told the supes, in a followup to the state’s earlier audit of the county’s 
accounting, that Mendocino County’s outdated MUNIS financial system requires 
a complete overhaul estimated at three to five years and $3–5 million. 

Auditor’s Civil Case Settled
According to a June 4 article by Mike Geniella, the Supervisors “settled civil 
litigation with …  Auditor Chamise Cubbison for $1.5 million, with the agreement 
signed in mid-February 2026 but kept confidential until disclosure through a 
Public Records Act request that was fulfilled after the election.” 

CEO Change
On June 23, the Board of Supervisors appointed Assistant Chief Executive Officer 
Sara Pierce to serve as the county’s interim chief executive officer following a 
failed initial search to fill the position permanently. The Mendo Local article gives 
background on the change, which will take place on July 13, when current CEO 
Darcie Antle will retire. 

Coastal News
Albion Property Preserved
Part of a June 17 article by Frank Hartzell concerning local real estate transactions 
reports that oceanfront parcels in Albion have been given to Planned Parenthood 
and the Mendocino Land Trust. He writes, “It could have been another gigantic 
house right on the bluff, but now the land is preserved AND the non-profit gets 
the money.” The Albion portion of the piece is in its second section. 

Connectivity Progress
Fort Bragg’s municipal fiber project is the subject of a June 18 Mendocino Voice 
article by Mary Rose Kaczorowski. She reports that, according to the city’s 
broadband director Sage Statham, the installation of the city’s new fiber is “on 
track, though the first connections to people’s homes won’t happen until the end 
of summer or early fall.” The article contains several photos and an explanation of 
how the extensive network of cables will be connected to homes. 

Pride Parade
Coastal residents organized an event to support inclusivity and diversity on June 
13. According to Frank Hartzell’s article, “The second (likely to be annual) 
Mendocino Coast Pride Parade drew about 300 people in an atmosphere of pure 
fun. The Fort Bragg Police Department had officers in units at the front and back 
of the parade and Frank saw nothing negative, walking the entire event but 
leaving before the music started. Before and after the parade, there was music, 
games and fun. The event started in front of Pippi Longstocking in Fort Bragg, 
ran south on Franklin and then up Redwood and over to the Park.” His piece 
includes numerous colorful photos, plus a video. 

Work-Force Housing Project Considered
The Fort Bragg City Council has approved the use of unspent economic recovery 
funds for an affordable housing project on long vacant property on S. Franklin St. 
According to Elise Cox’s description in a longer article about the June 22 city 
council meeting, the proposal “envisions 13 homes ranging from 950 to 1,200 
square feet, two to three bedrooms, designed to match neighborhood styles 
including craftsman and farmhouse vernacular,” and would involve the local 
organization Housing Mendocino Coast working as a community land trust to 
own the land while “homeowners purchase the structure, build equity, and receive 
standard mortgage tax benefits.” The housing discussion is located near the 
middle of the city council meeting report, which also mentions a development in 
the legal issues between Mendocino Railway and the City. 

Inland News
Redwood Valley Gas Station Approval
The 2024 denial of a proposed gas station at the north end of State St. in Redwood 
Valley was reversed in May by the county Planning Commission and the Board of 
Supervisors, after the developer dropped his original objection to special traffic 
mitigation conditions. On June 17, Elise Cox published an investigation into some 
legal background to the proposal, namely, that the developer’s company “had 
been the subject of a $500,000 court judgment entered against it, following a civil 
enforcement action brought in part by Mendocino County’s own district attorney,” 
due to a reported benzene spill. A subsequent story describes a legal challenge to 
the gas station approval filed by three Redwood Valley residents. The suit claims 
that the county needed to prepare an EIR, that its environmental review was 
inadequate, that required mitigation was wrongly deferred, and that the approved 
mitigation was improperly vague. 

Ukiah Annexation Considerations
The annexation proposed for Ukiah was the subject of two articles published in 
June. A piece by Savana Robinson in the Mendocino Voice describes a scoping 
session held by the city to gauge the environmental impact of the proposal, at 
which many residents expressed opposition. Later in the month, the Supervisors 
discussed whether to withdraw from a Master Tax Sharing Agreement it is a party 
to with other county jurisdictions, in light of the possible effects of the 
annexation. Elise Cox’s article discusses their 4–1 decision to remain in the 
Agreement for now. 

State legislation
Legislative Effort to Support Tribal Colleges
Ella Carter-Klauschie of CalMatters tells how a California tribal college is 
opening doors for Native students. A Mendo Local summary of her article begins, 
“California is home to over 700,000 residents of tribal ancestry but there is only 
one confirmed tribal college. Two proposed Assembly bills aim to officially 
recognize tribal colleges in the state’s education code and ensure student credits 
transfer seamlessly to other universities—potentially opening the door for 
consistent state and federal funding.” 

California League News
Call for Universal Clemency
Governor Gavin Newsom’s term is approaching its end. During this remaining 
time in office, he has the power to do something truly historic for justice and 
human dignity: commute every death sentence in California. The League of 
Women Voters of California opposes the death penalty and supports criminal 
justice policies that protect human rights and reduce injustice. We are urging 
Governor Newsom to use his executive authority now to grant universal clemency 
to all with death sentences. A universal clemency grant would change all death 
sentences to life in prison without the possibility of parole, the alternative 
sentence currently available in these cases, ensuring that no one can be executed. 
There are currently 560 people on California’s death row—the largest death row 
in the nation and one of the largest in the world. Universal clemency would not 
only save hundreds of lives, it would also move California toward confronting the 
failures and inequities of its death penalty system. Stand with us to call on 
Governor Newsom to save hundreds of lives and change California’s trajectory to 
confront the failures of its death penalty process. 

Legislative Updates
Safeguarding our Elections: SB 73 (Cervantes) has been enacted. Governor 
Newsom signed this bill, supported by LWVC, to strengthen election protections 
against growing interference and voter intimidation, particularly from the Trump 
Administration. Read the Governor’s press release for details. SB 884 (Umberg) 
is moving forward. If passed, this bill will add extra protections against 
intimidation at polling places and make voting methods more accessible. Read our 
support letter. 

State Senate Passes Landmark Voting Rights Legislation: Over the last 
decade, the U.S. Supreme Court has dismantled the federal Voting Rights Act – 
first killing federal pre-clearance, then gutting protections against voter 
suppression, and this year eliminating what remained of protections against racial 
vote dilution. Black and Brown communities marched, bled, and died to win the 
federal VRA in 1965, but now those rights are at risk, so states must step up to 
protect voters. The California Voting Rights Act (CVRA) of 2026 is our state's 
answer. Sponsored by the LWVC in coalition with the California Democracy 
Partnership, this bill builds state-level protections for language access and stops 
voter suppression. It also ensures communities of color have a meaningful 
opportunity to elect their preferred candidates to local offices. The bill package 
passed the state Senate and is now in the Assembly. Read our full press release to 
see why the CVRA of 2026 is urgently needed. 

San Bernardino Redistricting Bill Passes Senate: Our sponsored bill, SB 1414 
(Reyes), passed out of the Senate last month and is heading to the Assembly. This 
important bill will create an Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission 
(IRC) for San Bernardino County. Independent commissions protect communities 
by putting the needs of neighborhoods and communities first; by making the 
redistricting process meaningful and fair; and by promoting transparency and 
public access. Watch the co-sponsor remarks from the informational briefing 
hosted by Senator Reyes and her team. 

Racial Justice Act in Action: In a historic first, the California Supreme Court 
reversed a death sentence under the Racial Justice Act, which was sponsored by 
LWVC, ruling that discriminatory language used by prosecutors was deeply 
harmful. Unfortunately, the state Assembly failed to pass our co-sponsored bill, 
AB 1958 (Kalra), after last-minute lobbying by law enforcement caused several 
legislators to change their votes. We will be holding serious discussions with these 
lawmakers about unjustified and dangerous law enforcement influence, and will 
likely return to reintroduce these critical accountability amendments next year. 

Upcoming Initiatives
The California League of Women Voters continues to support the California Fair 
Elections Act, which will appear on the November General Election ballot. This 
landmark measure will lift the ban on public campaign financing in California and 
help ensure that everyday Californians, not just wealthy special interests, have a 
meaningful voice in our elections. For decades, the League has fought to reduce 
the undue influence of money in politics. This measure represents one of the most 
significant opportunities in a generation to make our elections more transparent, 
more competitive, and more accountable to voters. By empowering small-dollar 
donors and reducing the influence of large special interests, this act ensures that 
our elected officials are accountable to the voters they represent, not just wealthy 
campaign contributors. Public financing also opens the playing field to more 
candidates who reflect the full diversity of California. When Latino, Asian 
American, and Black Californians, who make up nearly two-thirds of our 
population, have candidates on the ballot who speak to their lives and concerns, 
they have more reason to engage and turn out to vote. Our detailed fact sheet 
covers how the act removes the current prohibition on public financing of 
campaigns; the strict taxpayer safeguards, spending limits, and transparency 
requirements it provides; and the impact which amplifying small-dollar donations 
has in reducing the influence of large special interests. 

LWVC also continues to oppose the Voter I.D. measure likely also to appear on 
the November ballot. If passed, this measure would impose sweeping new 
restrictions on how every Californian casts their ballot, targeting communities that 
already face significant obstacles to voting. This initiative is not about election 
security—California’s elections are already among the most secure in the nation, 
with rigorous verification at every stage. Instead, this measure attempts to import 
federal-level election lies and intimidation tactics into our state. It seeks to erect 
bureaucratic barriers that would disproportionately harm voters with disabilities, 
naturalized citizens, and underrepresented communities, while making voting 
harder for the millions of Californians who prefer to vote by mail. Our fact sheet 
on this initiative includes California safeguards already in place; who it would 
harm; the serious problems it would raise; and a table contrasting myths and facts 
about voter identification. 

National League News
Alabama Gerrymander Decision
On June 4, the League of Women Voters of the United States and the League of 
Women Voters of Alabama issued the following statement in response to the US 
Supreme Court’s decision to allow Alabama to use the Legislature's 
gerrymandered 2023 congressional map for the 2026 election cycle:   

"The League of Women Voters of the United States and the League of Women 
Voters of Alabama are dedicated to ensuring every eligible voter has access to and 
is informed about the election process. The Supreme Court’s ruling less than six 
months prior to the General Election brings unnecessary chaos to the process.   

"Our democracy is weakened when voters lose confidence that elections will be 
conducted fairly, transparently, and competently. No voter should miss an election 
or lose their voice because of confusion created by last-minute changes. Alabama 
voters deserve clear information and a fair opportunity to participate in every 
election.  

"The League is calling on the Secretary of State to ensure that every affected voter 
receives direct notification of their new districts, election dates, and instructions 
for verifying registration status and polling locations.”  

Conversion Therapy Decision
Dealing a major setback to LGBTQIA+ rights, the U.S. Supreme Court, in a 
March decision, determined that Colorado’s law banning conversion therapy was 
a violation of free speech. Jeff Oster, of the Colorado LWV, wrote about the 
Chiles v. Salazar decision and his state’s response to it, for the U.S. League’s 
blog. “The Supreme Court’s decision reshaped how Colorado can regulate 
‘conversion therapy,’ especially when it involves talk therapy with minors. While 
the Court did not endorse conversion therapy or undermine the medical consensus 
against it, the ruling held that Colorado’s earlier statute impermissibly regulated 
licensed therapists’ speech based on viewpoint in the context of talk therapy. In 
practical terms, that meant Colorado could not ban therapists from advocating one 
side of an ideological question (in this case, LGBTQIA+ rights) while permitting 
the other (conversion therapy).” 

League Responds to Voter Suppression
On June 16, the League of Women Voters urged Americans nationwide to 
“recognize and reject an escalating pattern of voter silencing, intimidation, and 
suppression as the country moves closer to the November midterm elections. 
From continued efforts to re-litigate the 2020 election, to raids on voting rights 
organizations, and renewed efforts to force unnecessary voting restrictions into 
federal legislation, these attacks share the same goal: shrinking the electorate, 
undermining public trust, and making it harder for people to participate in our 
democracy.” Read the complete press release online. 

Recommended reading …

Climate Change and National Security
The essay discussed below was brought to our attention by Charlene McAllister & 
Peter McNamee 

An article by Julie Roland, a former Navy officer, appeared in The Fulcrum, an 
online publication. This article points out the deep connection between the issue 
of the moment—the Iran war—and the issue of the age—climate change. Ms. 
Roland begins her essay: 

“As the United States falls behind in the great power competition, climate change 
is providing economic and military advantages to our geopolitical rivals and 
destabilizing the world. We are outgunned and outmanned, and global warming 
will only exacerbate the issue. The war in Iran is now accelerating climate change 
to a level that will have devastating consequences on the human race and our 
planet, while ultimately benefiting our adversaries. As President Trump puts off 
making a deal with Iran, Russia, especially, is in a position to reap the benefits 
and gain a tactical edge.” 

She is alarmed that “most Americans do not understand how dire the situation is. 
… The increasing volatility of climate change pushes our world more rapidly 
towards global conflict every day. Heat domes, massive fires, and lethal floods all 
over the world signal mayday.”  She describes the former attitude of our military 
and security agencies: “The DOD used to call climate change a national security 
priority, 'integrating climate considerations into policies, strategies and partner 
engagements.' Former Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin used to say that 'no 
nation can find lasting security without addressing the climate crisis,' one of the 
only threats that 'truly deserve[s] to be called existential.' Natural resources have 
been a frequent source of armed conflicts for millennia; future conflict will only 
intensify as these resources are reduced at a rapidly increasing rate.” 

Roland contrasts this with the current posture: “The Trump regime calls climate 
change a hoax and has reversed any progress we’ve made.” 

The full article goes into depth on the direct and indirect effects of the Iran war on 
climate, and how accelerating climate change is a near-term threat to United 
States security as well as an existential threat to humanity.  

Opinion

Happy Birthday to US
by Dorine Real 

A birthday is a celebration of what has been completed. But more importantly, it 
is a chance to set the intention for the new year—or quarter-millennium—to 
come. Who do you want to be a year from now? What do you want your country 
to be ten, a hundred, or 250 years in the future? Of course reality won’t match this 
vision exactly (it might even be better!), but it provides something to hope and 
work toward. Recent history has made it very clear that our democratic 
institutions are far from perfect. The electoral college, the inequality of 
representation in the Senate, and the lack of accountability of the Supreme Court 
are the most obvious flaws.  

The loyalty Americans owe to our Constitution is the willingness to live in an 
imperfect system because that willingness is mutual. We don’t have to agree with 
every provision, in fact we can reinvent the parts that aren’t working. 

There is a project called Comparative Constitution Project, based at the University 
of Texas and with a presence online. This team has gathered about 200 
constitutions from around the world and created tools to compare their features. 
The project is designed to give support to people who are actually drafting new 
constitutions. Ours is the second-oldest (after Magna Carta), so it makes sense to 
think that constitution framers will have come up with quite a few new ideas, and 
some of them were probably good ones. Whether you want to take this scholarly 
approach, read and discuss the U.S. Constitution in your book group, or sit on the 
beach imagining your crew is shipwrecked on a desert island, you can take part in 
the reinvention of American democracy. What’s indispensable is sharing your 
insights with other citizens. Together we can imagine a more perfect union. 
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Calendar
July 4 (Saturday)  
  Independence Day 
  4th of July Parade  Mendocino noon 
July 10 (Friday) 
  Election results certified in California 
July 16 (Thursday)  3:00-5:00 Zoom 
  GRI Mendocino Vision LCP Update Review 
July 18 (Saturday)   noon-8:30    Caspar Community Center  
  CasparFest * 
August 22 (Saturday) 
  International Youth Day 

The public is welcome at these events.  Please invite your 
friends and neighbors.  

                 Contact LWVMC
By mail:  P.O. Box 1128, Fort Bragg CA 95437 

By email:  voter@mcn.org Message phone: (707) 937-4952 

Our website:  lwvmendo.org 

Our Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/LWVMendo1 

LWV Mission Statement 
The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, 

encourages informed and active participation in government,  
strives to increase understanding 

of major public policy issues, and influences public policy 

Land Acknowledgement
The League of Women Voters of Mendocino County wishes to honor the land we are on 
and its native peoples. We want to offer recognition and respect; to counter the “doctrine of 
discovery” with the true story of the people who were already here; to support larger truth-
telling and reconciliation efforts; and to remind ourselves that colonization is still 
happening. We acknowledge that the land where we live and work is un-ceded territory of 
indigenous peoples since time began.  We are surrounded by the traditional, ancestral 
territory and current homeland of many indigenous nations.
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Alice DiMicele & 
Force of Nature
Mama Grows Funk
Second Hand Grass
Andalele

at the Caspar Community Center  -  15051 Caspar Rd
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