
LWVMC Annual Meeting 2026

Get Together to Act Together
Setting our course for League year 2026-27

The Annual Meeting of the Mendocino County League of Women Voters will be 
held at the Caspar Community Center on Sunday, June 14th, at 2 pm. Please note 
the unusual starting time. All members and friends are cordially invited to 
congregate in person, to enjoy refreshments, to elect officers and directors, to 
approve the next fiscal year’s budget, and to consider future programs and 
activities in a convivial, relaxed atmosphere. In person! 

For the business part of the meeting, the contents of the Annual Meeting packet 
(sent last month) will be helpful—you may want to download it on your 
electronic device of choice to bring along, or print a paper copy to have at hand. A 
copy of the packet can also be found on our League website  This will be a great 
opportunity to be In League in person, and especially to get to know our new 
Treasurer, Olga Agnew. 

The Annual Meeting will be a good opportunity to meet and mingle with new and 
old League friends. It’s also an opportunity to introduce new people to the 
League, so feel free to invite anyone you think would be interested.  

Be sure to come to Caspar to take care of business, renew our team spirit, and 
help guide the League in 2026–27.  

 

President’s message …

Come to the Annual Meeting
The definition of the annual meeting is that it is a local year-end 
business meeting to elect officers and directors, vote on bylaw 
changes, and adopt a budget and program of work for the next 
year. It is also the opportunity for members to come together to 
focus on where the organization will put its energy in the coming 
year. We so often meet by Zoom, that this is the chance to get 
together, get to know your officers, directors, and those off-board, 
who are doing the League work. We encourage all community 
members to join us (but only members can vote), and look forward 
to hearing from you. Tell us what you think is important for us to 
be doing. Hope to see you there! 

Last minute

Primary Election Information
Supervisor Candidate Forums
The League’s May 11 Zoom forum with Fifth District Supervisor candidates 
Kevin Evans and Ted Williams was summarized in an article by Alessandra Rizzo 
in the Mendocino Voice. It may be viewed online. The Mendocino Voice’s Third 
District forum is here. 

Measure A
Mendocino-Lake Community College District Trustee Barbara Rice published her 
support for Measure A on the Mendocino Announce List:  

 “Measure A is for the support of college facilities. It has essentially NOTHING to 
do with the County of Mendocino other than, like the rest of us, it is where the 
college resides. For most of us, the cost will be under $100 a year. Yes, it will go 
on for a long time, ending when the $98 million has been reached.  

“I have been a trustee on the Mendocino College Board for about 4 years, and 
previously on the College of the Redwoods Board for 8 years. I can attest that 
Mendocino College is fiscally sound and prudent with expenses. Operating 
expenses, however, do just that—cover operating expenses. There is currently no 
way other than a bond levy to finance building for the future with new facilities. 
There will be a citizens' oversight committee which will ensure that all 
expenditures are consistent with what has been described to voters. 

“Mendocino College took over our local community college campus less than 10 
years ago. In my opinion, they are a very healthy institution and have been 
exceptional stewards of both our funds and facilities. It is a very bright spot 
among all our local tax supported institutions. 

“If this measure passes, the college will build facilities in Willits dedicated to the 
construction trades and emergency medical training. Our local campus will get the 
much needed repairs that were neglected long before they were acquired by 
Mendocino College, or if deemed necessary, we will get an entirely new facility 
here on the coast. That will enable the college to offer prerequisite nursing 
courses and the marine technology program so many have desired for so long. It 
will also improve and expand nursing education and other programs on the Ukiah 
Campus.  

“Please support Measure A as it is the only way the college can build for the 
future and strengthen our local communities.” 

Candidate Survey
Laura Bianchi Limbird, co-facilitator of the Grassroots Institute’s Pro-Democracy 
Workgroup, published the following, also on the Mendocino Announce List: 

“The Grassroots Institute’s Pro-Democracy Workgroup has published candidate 
assessments which include survey responses received from local Mendocino 
County candidates who appear on the June 2, 2026 ballot. In early 2026, the Pro-
Democracy Workgroup partnered with League of Women Voters, Indivisible 
Mendocino Coast, Victory Gardens for Peace, GRI’s Mendocino County Vision 
Group and GRI’s Noyo Headlands Work Group to develop a Platform for the 
Common Good (Platform). Recently, we sent surveys to local candidates in the 
upcoming election asking their positions on many of the Platform’s goals. We 
received several responses, which are included in the assessment documents. 

“These survey responses and candidate assessments, based on publicly available 
information, can be found here. The workgroup takes no position in support or 
opposition to any local candidates. This assessment is solely intended to assist the 
public in becoming educated and informed about local candidates on the June 2nd 
2026 Primary Election ballot.” 

Polling Places
Voters who wish to return their mail-in ballots on election day, or who wish to 
cast provisional ballots, may do so at the various polling places around 
Mendocino County between 7 am and 8 pm on June 2.  

On the coast— 
• New Grace Community Church 
• Veterans Building in Fort Bragg 
• Caspar Community Center 
• Mendocino Firehouse  
• Little River Inn 
• Chapel of the Redwoods in Comptche 
• Point Arena Veterans Building 
• South Coast Fire Dept. in Gualala 

Ukiah— 
• Thurston Auto Plaza  
• New Life Community Church  
• Ukiah Senior Center 
• St. Mary’s Church Social Hall 

Other inland— 
• Boonville Fairgrounds 
• Hopland Fire Dept.  
• Laytonville Lions Fire Hall  
• Potter Valley High School  
• Redwood Valley Training Center 
• Brooktrails Community Center 
• Willits Community Center 
• Round Valley Justice Court in Covelo (ballot drop off only) 

Drop boxes will be open until 8 pm on Election Day. 

Mendocino Vision Meeting
by Jary Stavely 

The Grassroots Institute’s Mendo Vision Workgroup held its regular bi-monthly 
Zoom meeting on May 21. This session featured updates on Assemblyperson 
Roger’s legislation concerning the management of the Demonstration State Forest 
system, on the County’s LCP revision, and on Project HERE’s recent public 
meeting about the Fort Bragg millsite contamination. The ensuing discussion 
period included a review of what is happening at Blues Beach, just south of 
Westport. 

The Assemblyperson’s aide, Scott Alonso, reported that AB 2494 has been 
approved by the Assembly Appropriations Committee, and was being considered 
by that legislative body as a whole. To gain passage out of committee, it has been 
amended so that DSF system funding will continue to come from timber 
operations. The original version of the bill would have used money from AB1492 
funds; as amended, money from that pot could now be used to supplement the 
budget. Additional changes, made in committee, have strengthened the mandate 
for research and for tribal consultation, added important terminology regarding 
the environment and climate change, and clarified that timber harvesting will still 
take place. AB 2494 was expected to be approved by the Assembly, and go to the 
State Senate Natural Resources/Water Committee in June. As amended, it still 
removes “maximum sustainable production” from the management mandate, and 
elevates research, biodiversity and other environmental considerations as equally 
important management principles, on the same level as timber harvesting. 

County Planning Chief Julia Krog reported that the Sea Level Rise Hazard Study 
draft is undergoing final changes from the public advisory committee, and will be 
released very shortly. The next step will be to identify the positive strategies for 
the resilience which will address the identified problems. Her office is perfecting 
a “hazard viewer” which will make it easier for the public to find problem areas 
on an online map, and has solicited tribal input for the SLR report. Draft baseline 
policies have been submitted to the Coastal Commission, and should be ready to 
share with the county Planning Commission and Supervisors in early fall. Briefly, 
concerning other ongoing LCP Update activity:  the Visual/Archeological Study 
was presented to the Planning Commission on May 7; Groundwater Resources 
and Transportation Studies will be presented to the same body on June 18; the 
Habitat/Natural Resources Study is still in process, with comments going back 
and forth; her office continues to work on Agricultural and Visual Resources 
studies without consultant help. They are pleased that the Coastal Commission 
has extended the termination date for the massive LCP Update project until the 
end of 2027. Apart from the LCP Update effort, the county has also begun 
revisions to parts of its General Plan. A survey concerning the Housing and 
Environmental Justice Elements is now available to the public, and an RFP 
(request for proposals) has gone out for a consultant to work on the Resource 
Management element. Links to current county documents are in the box below. 

Project-HERE’s Leslie Kashiwada told the attendees about its report on Noyo 
Headlands contamination, presented on May 7 at Town Hall in Fort Bragg. A 90-
minute recording of that meeting is available on its website (under Completed 
Presentations). She focussed her remarks on the “citizen science” portion of 
presentation, studies of contamination in offshore mussels made during the past 
several months, and compared to an earlier study in 2008. Changes in 
measurement standards have cast into doubt some of the earlier data, which 
showed “zero” organic compounds present. Project HERE’s recent samplings 
found unexpectedly high levels of PCBs. Further testing is needed in order to 
draw meaningful conclusions about the relationship between millsite 
contamination and any toxins present in marine organism tissue. 

Topics from the hour-long question/discussion period which followed included: 
the reliability of the SLR data which the current study has developed; the need for 
the state DTSC to fund studies of several offshore sites (besides Soldier Bay) 
known to have been contaminated; the development of food security, and the 
efforts which the Willits Environmental LocaLization group has been making 
along those lines; and the status of Blues Beach, now that Caltrans has finished its 
Hwy. 1 stabilization project.  

A local news article showing an unauthorized RV on Blues Beach prompted 
discussion about how the area, which is in the process of being transferred to 
indigenous management, will be kept in compliance with the Coastal Act, now 
that the gates and barriers associated with the highway repair have been removed. 
The issue involves a history of illegal beach use, for which the new managers are 
not responsible. Coastal Commission north coast staff director Melissa Kraemer 
reported that Caltrans had to remove its barriers before the transfer could be 
completed, and that discussions are still ongoing about how the Coastal Act rules 
for the beach’s use can be noticed and enforced. 

The two hour Mendo Vision meeting was recorded and can be found on You 
Tube. Two articles about the May 7 millsite contamination presentation have been 
published—How Toxic Is the Fort Bragg Mill Site by Elise Cox, and Industrial 
Contaminants Persist at Fort Bragg’s Former Mill Site by Mary Rose 
Kaczorowski. 

Local News and Events
Signs of Fascism and Human Rights
by Hannah-Leigh Bull 

On Saturday May 9, Indivisible Mendocino Coast hosted another Signs Street 
Theater event, endorsed by the Grassroots Institute Pro-Democracy Workgroup, 
which included participants from various mutual aid groups. Fifty-three 
volunteers collaborated in creating Fascism and Human Rights: Know the Signs. 
It was a breathtaking educational moment, as depicted in the slide show Bob 
Dominy created from the event. 

The slide show revealed the good-natured camaraderie, collaboration, and beauty 
of the actors, all keeping to their roles. On the Human Rights side, new for this 
Signs Street Theater, we had a colorful and exuberant cast, including middle 
schoolers from FBMS, in ropa tipica (traditional dress), with long braids—a 
gracious reminder of our vibrant multicultural community, and one high schooler 
from Mendo who made a point of carrying the No Arbitrary Detention or Exile 
sign. On the Fascism side, students from Noyo High participated along with 
adults, with all adopting the somber shadow of the fascist role, dressed in black, 
and wearing masks to reflect the secret police. At the end, the Human Rights 
participants could see, from the west side, the slow solemn procession south of 
the fascism actors on the east side, and commented on the heart-rending effect. 
Both sides drew participants from all age groups, genders, and affiliations for this 
awesome educational statement: View the signs of fascism; view the signs of 
human rights; choose our direction. 

Anne Harvey of the Latino Coalition suggested including the universal human 
rights adopted by the United Nations in 1948, which we used, and which 
Braggadoon again printed for us. John Risk and Sojourna Lee of Meadow Farm 
suggested also displaying the US Bill of Rights, adopted in 1791, and Harolde 
Searles, our bugler from the Indivisible Mendocino Coast music group, suggested 
the rights reflected in the Magna Carta signed by King John of England in 1215. 
We hope other rights designations will be reflected in future Signs Street Theater, 
showing that we have stood up for human rights for many centuries and will 
continue to do so in response to those who diminish individual rights and freedom 
of The People. 

We are grateful for for the stellar actors, younger and older—the combination of 
which touched both our hearts and those of passengers in the many vehicles 
passing by, who honked, waved, and smiled in appreciation and solidarity. 

Latco Scholarship Winners Announced
Thirteen Fort Bragg High School seniors have been awarded $1000 scholarships 
by the Mendocino Coast Latino Coalition. They are Kalin Yanez, Joel Jimenez, 
Larry Poole Andrade, Fernando Cruz Flores, Evelyn Hernandez, Angela 
Escamilla, Jonathan Cazares, Samantha Villegas, Julian Villanueva, Francis 
Suhey Ramos Hurtado, Isael Marcelo Dominguez Estrella, Diego Martinez, and 
Kristoval Olvera. According to the minutes of the May Latco meeting, “these 
students have many ideas for future careers:  teacher, athletic trainer, auto and 
diesel mechanic, E-V tech, fire fighter, industrial tech, medical assistant, and [to] 
study business to run the family restaurant.” The 2026 scholarship committee, 
who read the applications, consisted of Hannah-Leigh Bull, Araceli Rivas, Anne 
Harvey, Marissa Johnston, Susana Hennessey-Lavery, and Laura Welter. 

Coastal Creek Renamed
As part of a creek restoration project to improve access for both fish (along the 
stream) and people (along Highway 1), CalTrans initiated a name change. 

The May 6 Caltrans press release states, “Following a yearlong process involving 
local and federal agencies, a stream located south of Fort Bragg in Mendocino 
County will be renamed Stanley Creek. The U.S. Board on Geographic Names 
(BGN) and California Advisory Committee on Geographic Names (CAGN) 
recently approved the change, as the previous name is considered offensive and 
harmful to Native communities.” The new name honors Clyde Stanley, first 
chairman of the Sherwood Valley Tribe. The full document provides details. 

Emergency Seawall Completed
On May 14, Elise Cox published an article on the completion of Caltrans’ Hwy.1 
reconstruction project next to Chadbourne Gulch. Next steps for management of 
the adjacent Blues Beach area were discussed at the May 21 Mendo Vision 
meeting [see Voter article above]. 

Coastal Eelgrass Disappears
According to the summary of Elise Cox’s article, “the eelgrass beds of the Albion 
River Estuary have mysteriously disappeared, signaling a potential larger crisis 
along the Northern California coast. These underwater meadows—which serve as 
nurseries for salmon and crab, buffer against ocean acidification, and sequester 
carbon 40 times faster than forests—have been vanishing worldwide at an 
alarming rate.” The full article, including photos, is online. 

County Solar Contract Canceled
The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors decided to cancel a contract with 
Ameresco for an “energy-saving performance project” after determining that it 
would lose money instead of generating savings. The Mendo Local article 
describes the disappointment of local environmentalists. 

Mendocino County Budget Outlook Improves
Another Mendo Local article states that the county’s “fiscal outlook has improved 
significantly, with the general fund now projected at $100 million — roughly $5.4 
million higher than anticipated.” 

ICE Arrests Willits Man
An article in the Redheaded Blackbelt begins, “The arrest of Otis Ffriend, a 
Jamaican-born footballer who sought asylum, followed every rule, and built a life 
in Mendocino County, has left North Coast immigrant communities asking 
whether doing everything right is enough.” 

MCRPD in the News
The Mendocino Coast Park & Recreation District’s recent interest in using the 
former Rite-Aid property in Fort Bragg prompted two articles last month by Elise 
Cox. Her May 13 article reports on their recent decision not to proceed with 
acquiring property, but instead to ask LAFCO “to conduct a municipal service 
review to help guide strategic decisions about resource allocation and service 
delivery across the district.” The earlier piece describes anticipation of the 
meeting reported in the article above. 

Potter Valley Project Stories Continue
Two stories have updated what the Voter published last month about the saga of 
proposed dam removals on the upper reaches of the Eel River. A May 19 article 
by Elise Cox begins “The Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District confirmed it is 
evaluating a possible acquisition of the Potter Valley Project, the century-old 
infrastructure system diverting water from the Eel River into the Russian River 
watershed. The agency said no decisions have been made but acknowledged 
ongoing discussions and information gathering.” A week later, however, Amie 
Windsor reported in the Press-Democrat that “The federal agency responsible for 
approving Pacific Gas & Electric Co.’s bid to decommission two Eel River dams 
and a downstream hydroelectric powerplant has signaled its support for the 
utility’s plans, despite last-ditch efforts by those who oppose the teardown to keep 
the waterworks in Lake and Mendocino counties intact.” That agency, the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission, is several steps from approval, and will hold 
“scoping” meetings in Ukiah to discover any issues of public concern. An evening 
meeting will be on Tuesday, June 23, at 6:30 at the Ukiah Valley Conference 
Center, Chenin Blanc Room. A daytime meeting will be on Wednesday, June 24, 
at 10 am, also in the Chenin Blanc Room. 

Officials Discuss Ukiah Annexation Plan
A May 20 article by Justine Frederiksen in the Press-Democrat reviews a recent 
Ukiah City Council discussion of how the city’s “breakout sessions” concerning 
its plans for substantial annexation went. She also reports on County CEO Darcie 
Antle’s analysis of how the plan may affect county finances. More public input 
will be taken on the plan on Monday, June 1 at 5 p.m. at Ukiah Valley Conference 
Center. 

Summer Work for Coastal Youth
The City of Fort Bragg is seeking 5 to 7 paid interns, ages 15 and older, to work 
in various city departments from June 15 through August 7. Interns will earn $17 
per hour during the eight-week program. Details may be found in the city’s press 
release. 

City Council Candidate Workshop
The Grassroots Institute and the Mendocino County League are co-hosting a 
workshop for potential city council candidates at Town Hall in Fort Bragg, 
Thursday, June 25, starting at 5:30 pm. This event will instruct/encourage people 
to run for city council — what’s involved in being a council member, how to run, 
etc. It is timed so that people have a chance to consider, and then file paperwork, 
if they decide to run. 

California Election Legislation
The California League published a series of messages concerning voting rights 
and election security in May. On the 6th it urged action on two bills, in a message 
entitled Building California’s Firewall for Voting Rights:   

“The California Voting Rights Act of 2026 is California’s answer to Callais. 
Federal voting rights are under fire. As the Supreme Court makes it harder to 
challenge discrimination under the federal Voting Rights Act, the League is 
fighting to ensure California remains a stronghold for democracy. We are 
partnering with the California Democracy Partnership to advance a critical two-
bill package that builds a durable firewall into state law. SB 1164 (Modernizing 
the CVRA) strengthens protections against discrimination, creates a process to 
review certain voting changes before they go into effect to stop potential harms 
before they impact voters, and directs our courts to interpret laws in a way that 
favors broad voter access. SB 1360 (Expanding Language Access—Democracy 
only works if you can understand your ballot) locks federal language assistance 
guarantees into California law, making it easier for undercounted communities to 
receive the translated materials they need to vote confidently.” 

Then, on the 23rd it announced, “The California Voting Rights Act of 2026 
authored by Senator Sabrina Cervantes and backed by the California Democracy 
Partnership passed the Senate this week! The League of Women Voters of 
California is a proud member of the Partnership and a sponsor of the legislation. 
The CVRA of 2026 will add more oversight where discrimination has occurred; 
make it easier to challenge voter suppression; expand language access; ensure 
faster fixes to unfair districts; and create stronger protections for voters. Learn 
more at: lwvc.org/CAVRA26-CDP.” 

On the 27th, it celebrated the enactment of another bill:  “SB 73 is now law! This 
urgent legislation reinforces state authority, protects ballot security, and 
guarantees a full and fair vote count free from improper interference. At a time 
when partisan actors are threatening our election officials and probing local 
infrastructure, California is sending a clear message:  our elections will be 
governed by law, expertise, and transparent processes—not pressure from the 
current federal administration or unauthorized intervention. 

“Thank you to Senator Sabrina Cervantes and Senator Tom Umberg for authoring 
this essential bill, and to Governor Gavin Newsom for signing it into law. Read 
the Governor’s press release: https://bit.ly/SB73LAW." 

The LWVC also happily announced the defeat of a “voter purge” bill:  “The 
League and our partners recently secured a major victory for voting rights by 
successfully blocking SB 1310. This dangerous legislation threatened to 
undermine California's secure, attestation-based voter registration system by 
opening the door to restrictive proof of citizenship requirements. The bill would 
have required jury commissioners to report individuals who indicated on jury 
affidavits that they were not U.S. citizens or county residents to elections officials 
and the Secretary of State. Under this proposal, elections officials would have 
been required to make a voter's registration inactive and cancel it entirely if the 
individual did not respond to a notice within just 15 days of it being sent out … 
This win ensures that California’s voter rolls remain accurate and secure without 
resorting to discriminatory purges that disenfranchise eligible citizens.” 

In addition, the state League continued to warn against a November ballot 
initiative which would “create privacy and identity-theft risks, increase ballot 
rejections, slow voting, and burden election officials. And the hurdles it creates in 
terms of documentation fall hardest on people of color, seniors, people with low 
incomes, people with disabilities, rural voters, young voters, and voters whose 
names or addresses have changed.” 

California League in the Press
The League of Women Voters of California stood firm against a newly qualified 
November ballot initiative that seeks to implement restrictive voter ID and 
citizenship verification requirements. In a coalition with other voting rights 
organizations, we vow to combat these measures that we know would 
disenfranchise millions of eligible Californians who lack specific identification 
(Calo News, New York Times, CBS8, SF Chronicle, LA Times, Courthouse News 
Service, USA Today).  

To counter election misinformation, we testified at a Congressional shadow field 
hearing in Los Angeles to defend the integrity of our voting systems (Spectrum 
News 1, LA Times), while simultaneously advocating for a new ballot initiative to 
allow for publicly financed campaigns to reduce the influence of big money 
(Annenberg Media) and redoubling our engagement efforts to help voters 
navigate a crowded gubernatorial field (ABC10). You can catch up on all these 
interviews, articles, and more by visiting our In the News page. 

Racial Justice Act
Modifications needed

by Jenny Farrell, LWVC Executive Director 

California enacted the landmark Racial Justice Act in 2020 to confront racial bias 
in the criminal courts and provide remedies when bias is proven. Six years later, 
the League of Women Voters of California is still standing alongside coalition 
partners to refine the RJA to ensure the original intent is fulfilled. Help us pass 
AB 1958. AB 1958 (Kalra) improves procedures for establishing a disparity claim 
under the RJA and makes clarifications to existing law to increase efficiency and 
provide consistent guidance to courts across the state. Specifically, this bill a) 
provides more clarity on how disparity claims are proven; b) ensures data will be 
shared efficiently; and. c) restates that the RJA applies to all parts of the criminal 
legal process. 

Racism—whether intentional, implicit, or institutional—is intolerable, and 
undermines true justice. The RJA was a historic step toward confronting racial 
bias in our courts, but clearer standards and guidelines are needed to reinforce the 
Legislature’s intent that equal justice prevail. As co-sponsors of both the original 
RJA, the Racial Justice Act for All, and now, AB 1958, LWVC remains deeply 
committed to ensuring the law works as intended. You can take action in support 
of this act. 

LWVUS News
Immigration Detention Center Conditions
On May 28, the League of Women Voters of the United States and the League of 
Women Voters of New Jersey issued the following statement in response to a 
mass hunger and labor strike at Delaney Hall immigration detention center in 
Newark, NJ:  “The unacceptable conditions at Delaney Hall are horrifying. More 
than 300 people detained inside the facility are now on a hunger and labor strike 
after enduring inadequate medical care, unsafe and unsanitary conditions, spoiled 
food, and inhumane treatment. The League of Women Voters stands in solidarity 
with the strikers and echoes calls for the immediate closure of Delaney Hall and 
the release of the detainees. No person should be subjected to these conditions, 
and no democracy committed to human rights should tolerate them.” The 
statement continues online. 

Poll Worker Recruitment
On May 21, the League of Women Voters (LWV) and the National Education 
Association (NEA) announced a new partnership aimed at strengthening 
American democracy by recruiting a diverse new generation of poll workers for 
upcoming federal, state, and local elections. By leveraging their expansive 
national networks, LWV and NEA will collaborate through a joint initiative 
by Power the Polls, a leading nonpartisan hub for poll worker recruitment. This 
partnership seeks to ensure that every community has the staffing necessary to 
keep polling places open, lines short, and the voting process accessible for all. 
The full statement is on the LWVUS website. 

Support for Census Funding
On May 8, the League urged Congress to appropriate at least $2.111 billion in FY 
27 funding to ensure the Census Bureau can carry out its constitutional mandate 
and critical data collection programs effectively, transparently, and equitably. Its 
letter to the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, 
and Related Agencies may be read in its entirety online. 

Mailing Firearms
On May 4 the League submitted comments to the United States Postal Service 
(USPS) opposing their proposed revised mailing standards for firearms. The letter 
states, in part, “The amendments included in the proposed rule will weaken 
critical safeguards on firearm access and increase the national risk of gun 
violence, which directly impacts the safety, participation, and representation of 
voters in our democracy.” The whole letter is on the LWVUS website. 

ICE and CPB Funding
The League took action in both Houses of Congress against proposals to bolster 
the administration’s anti-immigration campaign. On April 28 it joined partners in 
opposing legislation that would provide additional funding for Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) and Customs and Border Protection (CBP). The 
letter was sent to the US House and urged a NO vote on the budget resolution. 
Then, on May 13 it sent a memo to the Senate Judiciary Committee urging them 
to reject the same additional funding. 

Congressional Action
The House and Senate will continue to work to find common ground on a 
reconciliation package that includes funding for ICE and CBP and billions of 
dollars to the Secret Service for “security measures” (the ballroom) at the White 
House. The League continues to oppose the reconciliation bill. Use our action 
alert to address reconciliation legislation with your members of Congress. 

League reports on the 

Anti-Gender Movement
This March, LWVUS’ UN Observer Corps attended the 70th session of the United 
Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW). In select side events, 
experts spoke about the global movement against gender equality and democracy, 
which shed light on many government actions are being seen in the United States 
today. The team has prepared a report on what it found out, entitled The Anti-
Gender Movement is a Threat to Democracy, which was published on the U.S. 
League’s blog site on May 13. The report covers the League’s history with the 
CSW, an explanation of what the anti-gender movement consists of, a description 
of its tactics, and an outline of how it threatens democracy. Local journalist Mary 
Rose Kaczorowski attended the CSW session, and has promised to present a 
direct report to the Mendocino League this summer. 

State Leagues Defend Democracy
New Hampshire Election Law Thrown Out
On May 28, the federal court in New Hampshire struck down the state’s anti-voter 
law enacted in 2024, declaring it unconstitutional. The law, known as HB 1569, 
created some of the strictest registration requirements in the nation and, among 
other things, required documentary proof of citizenship for voter registration. The 
court decision may be found here. A broad coalition of voting rights groups and 
individual voters challenged HB 1569’s creation of needless barriers to voting, 
including its removal of the ability for eligible voters to register by attesting to 
their citizenship under penalty of perjury on a sworn affidavit. In addition to 
declaring the law unconstitutional, the Court blocked its use in all future elections, 
including the 2026 midterms and September primary. Read more online. 

Florida Redistricting Contested
A May 26 press release states that voting rights groups will challenge Florida 
Governor Ron DeSantis’ overtly partisan congressional map all the way to the 
Florida Supreme Court, if necessary, after a circuit court judge declined to stop 
implementation of new districts in advance of the 2026 midterms. “The League of 
Women Voters of Florida (LWVFL), Common Cause, and the League of United 
Latin American Citizens (LULAC), represented by the Southern Poverty Law 
Center (SPLC), Southern Coalition for Social Justice (SCSJ), and Democracy 
Defenders Fund, have sued to get the recently passed, overtly partisan 
congressional map thrown out. Today, a circuit court judge declined to stop the 
new map from going into effect before this year’s elections.” The press release is 
on the LWVUS website. 

South Carolina Redistricting
Following sustained advocacy from the League of Women Voters of South 
Carolina and other pro-democracy groups, 12 Republican legislators joined 12 
Democrats to oppose a measure that would have changed South Carolina’s US 
House split from 6 Republicans and 1 Democrat to 7 Republicans and 0 
Democrats by eliminating the state’s lone Black-majority district, represented by 
Rep. Jim Clyburn. LWV South Carolina showed up in full force at rallies and 
mobilized their members with an Action Alert. 

Virginia Joins National Election Compact
After years of advocacy by the League of Women Voters of Virginia, Governor 
Abigail Spanberger signed the National Popular Vote Interstate Compact bill last 
month, making Virginia the 19th jurisdiction to join the effort. The compact now 
totals 222 Electoral College votes, leaving just 48 more needed to reach the One 
Person/One Vote campaign’s goal of enacting NPV by 2028. We encourage all 
states to continue working toward the passage of this legislation in states where it 
has not yet been enacted. 

Maryland Voting Rights Extended
The League of Women Voters of Maryland was instrumental in securing passage 
of the Maryland Voting Rights Act. After four years of refining the bill’s 
provisions to meet the state’s needs and working closely with legislators through 
advocacy and education, the leadership and members of LWV Maryland helped 
achieve a historic voting rights victory for the state. 

Tennessee Map Challenge
The League of Women Voters of Tennessee joined the NAACP and other civil 
rights organizations and individuals in filing a federal lawsuit challenging 
Tennessee’s racially discriminatory congressional map, arguing the map 
unlawfully dilutes the voting strength of Black Tennesseans and undermines fair 
representation. The lawsuit challenges Tennessee’s dismantling of the state’s only 
majority-Black congressional district in Memphis; a move plaintiffs argue 
fractures Black communities for partisan and racial advantage. The May 14 press 
release has more background. 

Louisiana Election Suspension
On May 4, a group of individual voters, the League of Women Voters of 
Louisiana, and the League of Women Voters of Louisiana Education Fund filed an 
emergency lawsuit in federal court seeking to block Secretary of State Nancy 
Landry’s implementation of Governor Jeff Landry’s unlawful executive order that 
attempts to suspend Louisiana’s congressional House primary elections after 
voting had already begun. Secretary Landry’s action seeks to discard Louisiana’s 
congressional map in a manner that disenfranchises tens of thousands of 
Louisiana voters who have already voted. Plaintiffs are represented by the 
American Civil Liberties Union, ACLU of Louisiana, Legal Defense Fund, and 
the Harvard Law School Race and Law Clinic. The complete statement is online. 

Alabama Redistricting
In Alabama, although bills advancing a redistricting proposal ultimately passed, 
widespread protests and disruptions — fueled in part by a large mobilization 
effort involving the League of Women Voters of Alabama — forced the legislative 
session into recess. 

Two Empowering Books
Voter readers may wish to know about two books by Allison Tyra, who mentioned 
them in an email circulated to League Leaders recently: 

I was honored to speak at last year's LWV Ohio state convention about my first 
book, Uncredited: Women’s Overlooked, Misattributed, and Stolen Work. My new 
book, The View from the Hill: Women Who Made Their Mark After 40, recently 
came out—I’m naturally rather biased, but I hope you'll agree this might be of 
interest to LWV members, not least because there's a section dedicated to women 
in politics. Descriptions are below, and please do let me know if you have any 
questions.  

Uncredited: Women's Overlooked, 
Misattributed, and Stolen Work

Infinite Women creator Allison Tyra's debut book is an exploration of the ways in 
which women go uncredited for their work and achievements, both historically 
and today. The book encompasses research studies, statistics and more than 600 
stories from throughout history and around the world, in fields ranging from the 
sciences to the arts to business to sports. 

The View from the Hill: Women 
Who Made Their Mark After 40

What if being "over the hill" isn't an ending, but a beginning? This book shares 
the stories of more than 300 women who made their mark on the world in their 
40s or later. They come from around the world, across centuries and from all 
different fields: arts, sciences, business, military and more. Taken together, they 
challenge the myth that a person's value - particularly a woman's - diminishes as 
they grow older. Instead, these women prove that many of us only get better with 
age. 

About Infinite Women
Launched in 2020, the Infinite Women project has grown to encompass a 
biographical database with more than 10,000 entries from around the world and 
across history, as well as a weekly podcast, short-form videos and multiple books. 
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Calendar
Click the ▶︎ after the entry to find a related article. 

June 1 (Monday) 5 pm Ukiah Valley Conference Center 
  Scoping meeting for Ukiah annexation ▶︎ 
June 2 (Tuesday) 8:00 pm 
  Last moment to vote at a polling place or drop box 
June 14 (Sunday) 2 pm 
  LWVMC Annual Meeting 
June 23 (Tuesday) 6:30  Ukiah Valley Conference Center 
  FERC scoping meeting on Potter Valley Project (1 0f 2) ▶︎ 
June 24 (Wednesday)   10 am  Ukiah Valley Conference Center 
  FERC scoping meeting on Potter Valley Project (2 of 2) ▶︎ 
June 25 (Thursday) 5:30 Ft. Bragg Town Hall 
  City Council candidate workshop (GRI/LWVMC) ▶︎ 

The public is welcome at these events.  Please invite your 
friends and neighbors.  

                 Contact LWVMC
By mail:  P.O. Box 1128, Fort Bragg CA 95437 

By email:  voter@mcn.org Message phone: (707) 937-4952 

Our website:  lwvmendo.org 

Our Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/LWVMendo1 

LWV Mission Statement 
The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, 

encourages informed and active participation in government,  
strives to increase understanding 

of major public policy issues, and influences public policy 

Land Acknowledgement
The League of Women Voters of Mendocino County wishes to honor the land we are on 
and its native peoples. We want to offer recognition and respect; to counter the “doctrine of 
discovery” with the true story of the people who were already here; to support larger truth-
telling and reconciliation efforts; and to remind ourselves that colonization is still 
happening. We acknowledge that the land where we live and work is un-ceded territory of 
indigenous peoples since time began.  We are surrounded by the traditional, ancestral 
territory and current homeland of many indigenous nations.

In this issue …
Get Together to Act Together 
Come to the Annual Meeting 
Primary Election Information 
Mendocino Vision 
Local News and Events 
California Election Legislation 
Racial Justice Act 
LWVUS News 
Anti-Gender Movement 
State Leagues Defend Democracy 
Two Emowering Books 
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Click these entries to jump to the 
articles.

Annual 
Meeting 

Caspar 
Community 

Center 

Sunday 

June 14 

2:00 pm 

Attendees are invited to bring a sweet or savory snack to share 
along with our coffee and tea. 

Reports and other resources: 
• Cultural Resources Analysis Report 
• Visual Resources Analysis Report 
• Currently available documents related to groundwater  
• Currently available documents related to Transportation 
• Housing Element & Environmental Justice Element Survey 
• General Plan Resource Management Element RFP
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