
Joint meeting with Mendocino Vision Workgroup

Jackson State Forest
What is it for?

by Peter McNamee 

The Mendocino County Vision Workgroup and the League of Women Voters of 
Mendocino County invite you to attend a Zoom meeting on Thursday, March 19 
between 3 pm and 5 pm, which will include a special panel discussion of 
proposed legislation (AB 2494 Rogers & McGuire) that fundamentally changes 
the mandate and management of Jackson State Demonstration Forest. We have 
invited representatives from Assemblyman Rogers’ office, the chair of the Jackson 
State Demonstration Forest Advisory Group (JAG), and J.P. O’Brian, author of a 
recent assessment of JDSF operations & management, to join the meeting and 
inform the public on the implications of this recently introduced bill. 

This discussion is part of an ongoing series of  bimonthly zoom sessions intended 
to encourage public engagement in planning and regulation of land and marine 
resources in Mendocino County. In addition to the discussion of AB 2494, 
officials from the cities of Point Arena and Fort Bragg, as well as from the County 
of Mendocino, will brief the public on their activities to update Local Coastal 
Program policies under the California Coastal Act.  As part of those efforts, a 
series of studies are underway, which are intended to inform development of 
major revisions to land use and marine management practices in Mendocino’s 
coastal areas. 

In addition, the Mendocino Council of Governments (MCOG) has been invited to 
present information on its coastal roads study and Regional Transportation Plan, 
all of which will impact the public. The California Coastal Commission, State 
Parks, the Department of Toxic Substance Control, and CalTrans all have on-
going projects to assess and address impacts from climate change, sea level rise, 
evolving economic development & public use demands, and other issues 
impacting local coastal areas.  These agencies have been invited to use the March 
19th zoom to engage the public in regard to their activities in Mendocino County. 

AB2494 has been endorsed by EPIC and the Mendocino Trail Stewards. An 
article about its filing, written by Sarah Stierch, was published in the Mendocino 
Voice. 

The Mendocino Vision Workgroup holds these public engagement sessions to 
facilitate public participation in the work of agencies & organizations involved in 
public initiatives impacting Mendocino County.  We do not solicit or receive any 
government or corporate funding to host these public engagement sessions, and 
attempt to conduct them in an unbiased fashion. 

The public is invited to attend and everyone is welcome.  Generally,  
presentations are followed by questions and comments from participants. Please 
share this announcement with anyone you feel would be interested. If you have 
questions, call, text or email Peter McNamee, facilitator of the Mendocino County 
Vision Workgroup. 

Zoom instructions are in the sidebar.  
Please note the day and time are not our usual ones. 

President’s message …

You Can Volunteer
from Charlene McAllister 

Dear Members and Friends, 

Our League has prioritized providing voter 
services during this election year, and to do so, 
we will need a great deal of support from 
everyone who cares about preserving and 
extending democracy. You are invited to help! 

Volunteers play a crucial role in strengthening 
democratic processes and ensuring that every 
eligible voter has the opportunity to 
participate in elections. Your involvement in 
activities such as candidates’ forums, voter registration drives, and ballot measure 
campaigns can significantly impact community engagement and informed voting 
decisions. 

So why volunteer? 
• Promote Civic Engagement: Volunteers help educate the public about 

candidates, policies, and ballot measures, fostering a more informed 
electorate. 

• Increase Voter Turnout: By assisting with voter registration and 
providing information, volunteers can help reduce barriers to voting, 
especially among underrepresented groups. 

• Support Democratic Processes: Active volunteer participation ensures 
that electoral processes are transparent, accessible, and fair. 

• Community Impact: Your efforts directly contribute to a more active 
and informed community. 

How you can contribute: 
• Assist at Candidates Forums: Help organize, register attendees, and 

facilitate discussions to ensure a smooth and engaging event. 
• Participate in Voter Registration: Set up areas to register voters, 

distribute informational materials, and guide new voters through the 
registration process. 

• Educate on Ballot Measures: Educate voters on the implications of 
ballot measures, distribute informational flyers, and encourage informed 
voting decisions. 

Every volunteer effort counts in making elections more accessible and 
meaningful. Your participation can inspire others to become involved and help 
shape the future of your community. Join us today and be a vital part of this 
important democratic process. If you have some extra time, give us a call or drop 
us a note and let us know how you would like to participate.   
info@lwvmendo.org  707-937-4952 

February meeting …

League Discusses Its Priorities
by Charlene McAllister 

On February 21, the Mendocino County League of Women Voters met to review 
both its National and its Local Program Planning. Our goal was to determine 
where our energies should go in the coming two years.  

The recommendations for the next two years from LWVUS were organized into 
an outline entitled Women Defend Democracy: Democracy Under Siege, with six 
prongs—Voting Rights, Election Protection, Redistricting, Individual Liberties, 
Immigration; and The Presidency.  After discussion, we agreed with the U.S. 
League’s proposal, but added the following concerns:  protection of a free press, 
preserving robust public education, threats to the environment, abolishing the 
electoral college, A.I. regulation, campaign finance reform, the role of the media, 
workers’ rights, and moving forward towards economic reform. We noted that 
equality and equity were guiding principles for our priorities. 

We next looked at where to put our energies locally for the coming year. These 
focuses will be presented at the annual meeting for final approval: 
• Voter Service—voter registration, candidate forums, ballot measure 

presentations 
• Civic Engagement Project—expand and refine this project.   
• Collaborate with like-minded organizations, such as GRI on Land Use Planning 
• Health Care—focus on changes to Medi-Cal and how it will affect our 

community 
• Youth Council—help high schoolers take part in voter registration and other 

civic projects 

Additionally, there was discussion about legislation recently introduced by 
Assemblyperson Chris Rogers—AB 1984 (Repeal Corporate Powers) and AB 
2494 (State Forest Management).   We will be writing LWVC to ask that they 
support AB 2494, or that they give us permission to support.  

Leagues Talk with Legislator
League Vice-President Sydney Grange participated in a recent regional League 
Legislative Interview with 2nd District Assemblyperson Chris Rogers, and has 
sent us these notes from the session. 

What major issues do you think the legislature must deal with in 2026? 

Poverty, Kids, Climate and Health. Same as always. All issues are on state minds. 
HR1 [last summer’s federal budget bill] is a most consequential law—the largest 
tax break for billionaires, and it kicks many people off health insurance; less 
access to health care among low-income, undocumented, children; those who 
have insurance will pay more. Fan of single payer health care. Fed gov’t must 
play ball and give us some of the money we send to DC, back to use here. Trust in 
gov’t is broken—we need to rebuild that on a micro scale; that’s why we have 
held lots of town halls and meetings, in the 3rd largest district in state. Sense that 
gov’t has left people behind. District 2 includes the most recognized tribes in the 
state, tribes who have complicated histories with the state and federal gov’t. 
Introducing a bill with Sen. McGuire to find another way to get around Citizens 
United—need rule waiver to allow a bill sponsored by a Sen. and Assembly 
member both. 

What are your personal legislative priorities?  

How do we address ICE and Border Patrol? Co-authored bill prohibiting masks 
for ICE; looking to keep ICE officers from serving in a local police force; 
companies who get tax breaks for contracts with State to cooperate with ICE 
shouldn’t get those breaks; Alex Lee is the lead author on this bill. 

Working on 20 bills, based on town hall tour, including: 

• AB 1657 came out of Family Justice Center in SoCo; law says can’t deny 
restraining order just because they haven’t told the party about it (there are 
exemptions that many don’t know about)—bill would make the exemption the 
default. 

• The Good Fire Act uses indigenous practices to manage lands with controlled 
burns; Family Tribal Coalition—40% of Humboldt’s foster youth are tribal 

• Bill to get ghost guns off the street. 

• USDA Hunger Survey was eliminated in Sept.—new bill would reinstate it for 
Calif. 

• Working with 4Cs to keep kids in child care thru statutory changes 

• Prescription 340B program negatively impacted clinics and hospitals 

We at the League are committed to empowering voters and defending democracy. 
What suggestions do you have for us to be more effective in our work? 

His Pt. Arena town hall had 50 people—last one was in 2018. Engagement has to 
be an ongoing thing, not a one-time event. Will return to towns to report back 
about bills presented and passed based on what they said. LWV can educate folks 
on what the process is, so they set their expectations with full information. 

The Legislature recently approved changes to CEQA, which now allows 
unfettered industrialization and does away with protections of wetlands. We want 
the state legislature to re-establish some of the previous protections—your 
response? 

He didn’t vote for the removal of protections, even though it was expected to 
disappear in trailer bills. 12–15 Dems went against the flow to object. Co-author 
with Connolly on a fix-it bill which would tighten up requirements, definitions, 
and require tribal involvement. 

SB 601, the Right to Clean Water Act, was in part to protect wetlands. The federal 
Clean Water Act was derailed because of the Supreme Court’s decision in the 
Sackett case that it does not protect waters that are not connected to a major 
water source. SB 601 is now in the suspension file. Anything you can do to revive 
that bill? 

Will take a look at it. Serves on Water, Parks and Wildlife.  

Your thoughts on Eel River dam removal?  

The Feds will get out of the issue. They don’t want to own the dam, nor does 
PG&E, but they want to antagonize Calif.. The 2-basin solution is best for 
farmers, tribal members, environment. He’s trying to prepare the area for the 
impacts of the shift—invest in off-stream storage projects, to capture atmospheric 
rivers. Aquifer recharge—sink extra water into groundwater. Joint author of 
public lands bill, to put land-use overlay on federal lands, so if feds sell land off, 
the lands are subject to state protections. 

What about the Jackson Demonstration State Forest? 

Max Sustainable Product goal endangers the whole forest. His bill (AB 2494) sets 
priorities to protect the whole forest. Wants to better manage resources to remove 
focus on economics and back to sustainability and communities. 

International Women’s Day
March 8 is International Women’s Day. This celebration developed in the first 
decade of the 20th century as an observance for equality and peace. The first 
International Women’s Day was celebrated in 1911. It was celebrated mostly in 
Communist countries until it was adopted by the United Nations in 1975. 
Women’s History Month (March) grew from the idea that one day was not enough 
to hold women’s achievements and issues. 

The message for this year’s IWD is “Give to Gain”—meaning that investment in women pays off for society. 

Snippets
County Finance Discussion
On February 24 at their regular meeting, the Board of Supervisors discussed the 
current year fiscal status (R4 on the agenda) and next year’s budget (R5). Peter 
McNamee monitored the meeting, and recommends that those interested in how 
county governance is faring listen to the recording on the county website, but fast 
forward to the one hour mark to begin listening to the BoS presentations and 
discussion. Elise Cox’s account of the discussion was published on Mendo Local. 

Reflections on the Supreme Court 
In mid-February the LWV of San Luis Obispo County hosted a webinar on key 
SCOTUS cases that was presented by retired administrative law judge Alex 
Karlin. (It includes a very accurate prediction of the outcome of the tariff case!) 
They have forwarded a link to the recording for those who are interested. 

Sea Level Rise Policies Reviewed in Point Arena
As reported by Katy St.Clair of the Mendocino Voice, the Point Arena City 
Council is considering amendments adding sea level rise policies to its General 
Plan, following a $100,000 Coastal Commission grant that funded a vulnerability 
study of Arena Cove. 

Great Redwood Trail Plans Stymied
The Surface Transportation Board has denied a petition by the Great Redwood 
Trail Authority to declare the Skunk Train route abandoned, ruling that “the 
corridor retains potential for freight service and must remain part of the nation’s 
interstate rail network.” Elise Cox’s Mendo Local story has details. 

Supes Act on Hipcamps & Short-Term Rentals 
At an early February meeting the Board advanced “a proposal that could legalize 
up to 900 individual commercial camping areas on 100 properties countywide. 
Inspired by Assembly Bill 518, the ordinance would allow up to nine campsites 
per property and could generate an estimated $75,000 in transient occupancy tax 
revenue.” The Mendo Local story continues online. 

Another report by Elise provides details about a new countywide short-term rental 
ordinance, which would reject most proposed limits on the industry, despite 
ongoing concerns about housing availability and community impacts. 

Dam Removal Ramifications
Two articles were published in February about planning for inland water supplies 
after the dams on the upper Eel River are removed. A  February 7 article by 
Sydney Fishman in the Mendocino Voice about a then upcoming Inland Water and 
Power Commission Meeting “to explore water storage options as PG&E prepares 
to decommission the Potter Valley Project by 2028” gives context to the issue. A 
February 26 article in Mendo Local describes how the county Supervisors 
discussed allocating $500K to that commission to meet the needs which the Two-
Basin Solution to the decommissioning may require. 

GrizzlyCorps Returns After Federal Cuts
Mary Rose Kaczorowski, of The Mendocino Voice reports that “after abrupt 
termination due to federal cuts, GrizzlyCorps has resumed operations at reduced 
capacity. Fellows are now serving at the UC Hopland Research and Extension 
Center and the Mendocino County Fire Safe Council, supporting wildfire 
prevention and environmental projects.” 

Fort Bragg Officials Discuss I.C.E. and More
“At a recent meet-and-greet, Police Chief Eric Swift and City Manager Isaac 
Whippy fielded questions about youth programs, housing, racism, and 
immigration enforcement. Swift said if ICE were involved in a local matter, the 
department would have the legal authority to investigate.” Mary Rose 
Kaczorowski’s article has details, plus a photo of Chief Swift. 

South Coast Becomes a ‘Pharmacy Desert’ 
Over the last 12 years, all four pharmacies on the stretch of coast including 
Gualala and Point Arena have closed. Alessandra Rizzo wrote the story in The 
Mendocino Voice:  “The November closure of Genoa Healthcare in Gualala 
leaves a 60-mile stretch of the South Coast without a pharmacy. Residents must 
now travel more than 90 minutes for prescriptions. The closure reflects a 
nationwide trend: nearly 30% of U.S. pharmacies closed between 2010 and 
2021.” 

River Frontage Preserved
The Mendocino Land Trust is protecting 219 acres — three quarters of a mile of 
frontage — along the Eel River, by means of a new conservation easement at 
Windswept Ranch. The arrangement will help preserve critical fish habitat and 
wildlife corridors. Details may be found in the MLT newsletter. 

Urban Forest Initiated in Ukiah
An article in the Ukiah Daily Journal by Justine Frederiksen describes how the 
City of Ukiah is using a $1.4M grant from Calfire to plant more than 700 trees as 
part of a climate resilience effort. 

Mendocino College Plans Bond Measure
In a letter to Mendocino County League leaders, President Tim Karas announced 
that the Mendocino College Board has voted to place a school facilities 
improvement bond measure on the June 2, 2026 ballot. Jennifer Poole’s article in 
the February 19 Willits Weekly says that the $98M bond measure would “fund 
repairs to classrooms and labs, address mold and lead paint, maintain drinking 
water systems, and expand career training programs. Property owners would pay 
$24 annually per $100,000 of assessed value.” 

Is This For You?
Scholarship Support
Last month our sister organization, the Latino Coalition of the Mendocino Coast, 
published information on two ways to support their scholarship program for high 
school seniors—direct donation, and going out to eat: 

“Next May, the Latino Coalition of the Mendocino Coast will, once again, be 
granting scholarships to local high school seniors, and would appreciate your 
donation to this cause that will impact the lives of these students. We are grateful 
for the generosity of Jazmin Hernandez. You too can show your support for these 
young people and their families by sending a check to LatCo at our new PO Box. 
Here’s how:  Please make your tax-deductible check out to Project Sanctuary (our 
fiscal sponsor, tax ID#94-2477782) and write Latino Coalition in the memo line. 
Mail it to Latino Coalition, P.O. Box 1031 (think Halloween!), Fort Bragg, CA 
95437. Thank you from all of us in the Latino Coalition of the Mendocino Coast.” 

And here is a glimpse at why that donation is so valuable: 

“Over the past eight years, Latino Coalition scholarships have been awarded to 91 
students. One of those students, Jazmin Hernandez … received a LatCo 
scholarship in 2018, the year our scholarship program began. Jazmin is now in 
law school, and contacted us to say that she’d like to “give back.” She’d won a 
computer and offered to pass it along to a college-bound senior. FBHS Senior 
Marisela Garcia gratefully accepted, and, with the help of her new tablet, started 
attending classes at UC Merced this fall where she is majoring in public health.” 

Nursing Education
Barb Rice via MCN Announce list 

A new pathway into nursing is here! Mendocino College is launching a new 
Vocational Nursing (VN) program at the Ukiah Campus, expanding local access 
to in-demand healthcare careers. Building on more than 50 years of vocational 
nursing education in our community, the program now offers the same high-
quality training at nearly half the cost compared with previous years—making it 
one of the most affordable routes into the profession, with total estimated program 
costs of about $6,022. The full-time, three-semester program combines classroom 
learning with hands-on clinical experience, preparing graduates to step directly 
into healthcare roles across the region. Applications are open now and will be 
accepted through March 13, with classes beginning in August 2026. Attendance at 
a mandatory pre-application workshop is required. Ready to get started? Learn 
more and apply on the Mendocino College website:  www.mendocino.edu/LVN. 

Community Services District Board Vacancies 
Max Yeh via MCN Announce list 

MCCSD has announced that it has two vacancies on its Board to fill for the rest of 
the year. See the announcement. 

Caspar Garden Beds Available 
Sakina Bush via MCN Announce list 

The Caspar Community Garden, located in Caspar behind the Community Center, 
has garden beds available. The large beds are approx. 4’ x 25’ and receive full sun. 
Water is available by hose and there are spigots on each bed if you would like to 
set up drip irrigation. Rent is $25 a year for a bed. If you are interested and would 
like more information, or to visit the garden, please contact Rochelle at 
relkan@mcn.org. 

Comment on White House Renovation
from the National Trust for Historic Preservation:  

The National Capital Planning Commission (NCPC) has opened public comments 
on the proposed 90,000-square-foot ballroom addition to the White House. Before 
nationally significant places are permanently altered, the public deserves an 
opportunity to help shape the decision. The White House is a National Historic 
Landmark and National Park, owned by the American people and home to our 
presidents since 1800. This review is also required under federal law. Major 
construction projects in Washington, D.C. must undergo review by the NCPC and 
the Commission of Fine Arts, comply with the National Environmental Policy 
Act, and receive congressional approval. 

While expanded event space may be needed, additions must respect the 
historic scale and design of the White House. At 90,000 square feet, the 
proposed ballroom would exceed the size of the 55,000-square-foot 
Executive Residence. Additions to historic properties should be 
compatible in scale and subordinate to the original structure. 
Commissioners need to hear directly from the public. As Carol Quillen 
has said, the American people deserve “an opportunity to provide 
comment and shape the project.” Written comments are due March 4 
(Noon ET). The public may also register to speak at the virtual March 5 
NCPC meeting.  

No Kings 3
The next round of No Kings rallies will take place on Saturday, March 
28. Events are already planned for Fort Bragg, Ukiah, Willits, and Point 
Arena. Our national League advocates peaceful protest as a way to 
defend democracy. Their invitation to No Kings 3 is on Facebook. 

Climate Action Mendocino
On February 14, Climate Action Mendocino and the GRI Climate Crisis 
Workgroup also met with 2nd District Assemblyman Chris Rogers [see 
Legislative Interview, above]. Their discussion touched many subjects discussed 
elsewhere in this newsletter, including the Potter Valley Project; Jackson 
Demonstration State Forest, and the proposed legislation (AB2494) to change its 
mission; the bill (AB1624) to protect federal lands which are sold off to private 
ownership; balcony solar and other solar developments; offshore wind energy 
development in Humboldt Co.; safety net issues; AB1984, the proposal to 
eliminate corporate personhood in California; and Mendocino County 
Supervisors’ recent hipcamping decisions. Minutes of the meeting are available — 
request them by email. 

Leader Eileen Mitro also shared with her members a testimonial from former 4th 
District Supervisor Kendall Smith praising the Northern Rural Energy Network 
for the resources it offers: 

“Rural Empowerment is not just a slogan at NREN. Rich at NREN was 
committed to matching my needs for energy efficiency with as many programs as 
possible. From a rebate on an electric dryer, to a useful Energy Efficiency Kit 
with many useful things included such as LED bulbs and a plug-in energy 
monitor, all at no charge.  I highly recommend their services! 

NREN actively engages with the community, delivering real energy saving 
solutions for your home. I was able to pick up a free Energy Efficiency Kit at our 
local Farmer’s Market, including a power strip, LED bulbs, and weatherization 
materials. While there I learned I was eligible for a rebate on an electric dryer I 
was purchasing. Rich at NREN assisted with the rebate process and verified I had 
received my rebate check. NREN is a model for community advocacy and 
empowerment!” 

California League
Ballot Measures
The LWVC will be fighting for voters in the upcoming midterm election. Here are 
a few statewide ballot measures we’re taking action on this year.  

The California Fair Elections Act:  Alongside the California Clean Money 
Campaign and California Common Cause, the LWVC will be co-chairing the 
campaign to pass the California Fair Elections Act. With the passage of this 
referendum, voters would repeal California’s decades-old ban on public financing 
of election campaigns while putting strong guardrails in place to protect taxpayers 
and ensure fairness. The launch of the campaign was recently announced. 

California Recall Election Reform:  The LWVC will be supporting recall 
election reform, which will also be on the November 2026 ballot. With this 
initiative, voters will have the choice to reform California’s recall process, 
ensuring it is fairer, clearer, and more representative while preserving recall as a 
tool of direct democracy. Under current law, voters must decide in one single 
election whether to recall an official and who should replace them. The reform, if 
passed, would separate those questions, making it a sequential, two-part process 
that would ensure broader, more representative participation. 

Dangerous Voter ID Ballot Initiative:  The LWVC is gearing up to oppose a 
dangerous Voter ID ballot initiative that is likely to qualify for the November 
2026 ballot. Voter ID laws perpetuate a Jim Crow-era pattern of disenfranchising 
voters of color, low-income voters, young voters, seniors, voters with disabilities, 
voters experiencing housing instability, and women and transgender voters 
navigating name changes. In California, where most voters cast ballots by mail, 
this proposal would require voters to write sensitive identification numbers on 
ballot envelopes, raising serious privacy concerns and increasing the risk of 
identity theft, while also potentially driving up ballot rejection rates. The LWVC 
will help lead this opposition to protect voters and ensure fair access to the ballot. 

In the Legislature
The LWVC is co-sponsoring an effort to reform primary elections to require that 
countywide offices – such as District Attorney and County Supervisor – be 
instead decided in November general elections when turnout is highest and most 
representative, rather than in low-turnout primaries. 

The LWVC is co-sponsoring a Racial Justice Act clarification bill to ensure courts 
honor the Legislature’s original intent by allowing statistical evidence to establish 
racial disparities in charging, conviction, or sentencing—without resurrecting the 
impossible standards the RJA was designed to reject. 

The League of Women Voters of California also supports AB 1537 (Bryan), a bill 
to prohibit local and state law enforcement officers from engaging in any form of 
secondary employment or volunteering for Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE), the Department of Homeland Security, their contractors, or 
any entity that assists with or engages in federal immigration enforcement. The 
bill would also require peace officers to disclose to their employing agency any 
secondary work related to immigration enforcement, and treats failure to comply 
as an act of dishonesty, which is grounds for decertification as a peace officer. The 
full LWVC letter of support to Assemblyman Bryan may be found on its website. 

A New Interest Group
Repairing the harms of systemic racism is essential to a just, inclusive, and 
multiracial democracy. To that end, the LWVC is excited to announce the launch 
of the new Reparations Advocacy Interest Group (RAIG), emerging from the hard 
work of the LWV Oakland’s Reparations Task Force. Building on that leadership, 
the new statewide Interest Group will bring members together to learn, share 
resources, and explore advocacy opportunities related to reparations at both the 
state and local levels. League members interested in joining this or other Interest 
Groups are warmly invited to get involved and help shape this work statewide. 
Please send a request to join any of the Interest Groups with your name and local 
League to Savannah Jorgensen at sjorgensen@lwvc.org. 

California vs. Citizens United
Money in politics is one of the big threats to democracy, and the League has made 
it a priority issue. Doctrines established by Citizens United and related Supreme 
Court decisions are usually condensed to, “Corporations are people and money is 
speech.” It has been widely assumed that it would take a constitutional 
amendment to reverse these doctrines. 

But recently a new approach is attracting interest. The argument is laid out in a 
paper by Tom Moore, published last fall by the Center for American Progress.  
The argument is that corporations are created by states under state law, so states 
can determine what powers they have. Montana has an upcoming constitutional 
amendment initiative to revoke the power of corporations to spend in elections. 

And now California has a proposal to do the same thing. It is AB 1984, by our 
very own legislators Assemblymember Chris Rogers and Senator Mike McGuire. 

LWVUS News
Statements
Our national League continues to issue clear and principled statements on current 
events and issues. Statements in February include: 
• League of Women Voters Condemns President Trump’s Call to “Nationalize” 

Elections (Feb. 4) 
• What’s Happening with ICE and How to Fight Back (Feb. 5) 
• The Passing of Rev. Jesse Jackson (Feb. 17) 
• How to Celebrate World Day of Social Justice (Feb. 20) 

National Convention
The 57th Biennial League of Women Voters (LWVUS) National Convention will 
be held June 25–28, 2026, in Columbus, Ohio, at the Hilton Columbus 
Downtown. This hybrid event brings together members to vote on bylaws, the 
budget, and 2026–2028 program priorities, while offering workshops on 
empowering voters and defending democracy. Workshops are only available for 
in-person attendance. While the Mendocino League cannot cover all the expenses, 
we have budgeted for one person to attend in-person, and for up to three to attend 
virtually.  It’s a great opportunity to learn more about League. If you would like to 
attend the convention, either in person or virtually, let Charlene McAllister know. 
 Email her at charad@comcast.net or call 707-832-2135. 

Civic Learning Week
March 9-13 is Civic Learning Week. As CivicLearningWeek.org emphasizes, 
Civic Learning Week is about actively empowering youth to contribute to our 
constitutional democracy. Youth are not just future leaders—they are civic experts 
today. Their lived experiences, insights, and innovative ideas shape policies, drive 
community change, and strengthen democracy. We need to recognize youth as 
experts in civic engagement, empowering them to lead discussions, take action, 
and co-create solutions that impact their communities and beyond.  

Civic learning is not just for kids. Ready for the advanced version? You could try 
learning the details of the legislative process: 
• Federal legislative process step by step 
• The federal legislative process (flowchart) 
• California legislative process 
• California legislative process handout 

Selma Bridge Crossing Jubilee
As we approach the 61st Anniversary of the historic Selma Bridge Crossing, we 
invite you to join the League of Women Voters in Selma and Montgomery, 
Alabama, from March 6-8, 2026, for the Selma Bridge Crossing Jubilee. The 
Jubilee is a transformative commemoration of one of the most pivotal moments in 
our nation's fight for civil rights. It’s an opportunity to honor the bravery of those 
who marched for equality, reflect on the progress made, and recommit ourselves 
to safeguarding democracy. More information can be found on the Jubilee 
website. 

SAVE Act Returns
Congress continues to introduce bills that would require voters to present 
documentary proof of citizenship (DPOC) to register and/or vote. In the 119th 
Congress, three major pieces of legislation have been introduced to require DPOC 
to vote, including:  

•  The Safeguard American Voter Eligibility (SAVE) Act, which passed the 
House in 2025 and would require citizenship documentation to register to 
vote; and, more recently 

•  The SAVE America Act and the Make Elections Great Again Act, which 
have even stricter components than the SAVE Act, like requirements for 
voters to present DPOC both at registration and the polls, and for absentee 
ballots to be received by election day.   

Collectively, we are referring to these pieces of legislation as the “SAVE Act suite 
of bills.” Tell Congress to oppose the SAVE Act suite of bills. 

State of the League Address
President Dianna Wynn’s talk is on You Tube. 

Black History Month
Legacy of voting rights

During February, Black History Month, our state and national Leagues honored 
the legacies of Black individuals who move us toward equality and justice for all. 
Black voting rights activists help shape our democracy and advocate for a nation 
where every vote counts. Read about some of the remarkable Black women who 
contributed to the voting rights movement. 

As we commemorate the great leaders and moments, both the known and the 
unsung, we must remember that the struggle to protect voting rights continues. 
We must continue to fight to ensure that we are not adding another chapter of 
discrimination and Jim Crow-era politics. Read about these great, Black leaders 
and how you can continue to lift up their work. 

Several entries on Facebook also give highlights: #CelebrateBlackHistory,  
#BHMonth. 

Bad Bunny Performance
Jary Stavely has found two articles about Bad Bunny’s Super Bowl performance 
which may interest Voter readers. One is from EarthJustice:  “If you watched Bad 
Bunny’s Super Bowl halftime show, you may have wondered: Why was he 
singing on a utility pole? And why was that utility pole shooting sparks? 

The answer lies in Puerto Rico’s dilapidated 
electricity grid — a product of mismanagement by 
private electric companies and a failed rebuilding 
effort after Hurricane Maria in 2017, which initially 
left Puerto Rico in the dark for over 180 days. In his 
halftime show, Bad Bunny went deep in his catalogue, 
playing his 2022 song “El Apagón” (The Blackout), 
with lyrics that reference Puerto Rico’s frequent 
power outages. That year, Puerto Ricans dealt with 
200 hours of electricity interruption, compared to just 
two hours for customers in the continental U.S.” Read 
more about the symbolism of Bad Bunny’s halftime 

show and Earthjustice's work in Puerto Rico. 

Another one was published on Facebook by a man named Jose Gomez: Why Bad 
Bunny’s Super Bowl Halftime Show Mattered—and Why It Moved So Many 
Hispanics to Tears.”To English-speaking viewers, Bad Bunny’s Super Bowl 
halftime show looked like a joyful, high-energy performance: Spanish music, 
dancing, famous guests, and a festive atmosphere. But for millions of Hispanic 
and Latino viewers, especially Puerto Ricans and immigrants, it was something 
far deeper. It was emotional. It was heavy. And for many, it was overwhelming in 
a way that led to tears. This was not because of celebrity or spectacle. It was 
because the performance reflected a lived reality—one that is rarely allowed to 
exist fully or honestly on America’s biggest cultural stage. Spanish wasn’t a 
feature—it was the foundation. From the opening moment, the show made 
something unmistakably clear: Spanish was not being translated, softened, or 
treated as an accessory. It was the dominant language. For us, Spanish is the 
language of home, of parents and grandparents, of memory, discipline, laughter, 
and prayer—but also the language they’re often told to hide or “fix” in public. 
Hearing Spanish fill the Super Bowl without apology felt like recognition. It said, 
‘Our language doesn’t need permission to exist here.’” His full post (which can be 
found on his Facebook page, linked above) goes on to explain the significance of 
each part of the performance. 

                             LWV info
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The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, 

encourages informed and active participation in government,  
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Land Acknowledgement
The League of Women Voters of Mendocino County wishes to honor the land we are on 
and its native peoples. We want to offer recognition and respect; to counter the “doctrine of 
discovery” with the true story of the people who were already here; to support larger truth-
telling and reconciliation efforts; and to remind ourselves that colonization is still 
happening. We acknowledge that the land where we live and work is un-ceded territory of 
indigenous peoples since time began.  We are surrounded by the traditional, ancestral 
territory and current homeland of many indigenous nations.
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League board meetings are 
always open to the public. League 
members and other interested folks 
are cordially invited to tune in and 
learn how the board operates. The 
next one will be held on March 10 at 
6 pm on Zoom.

Special 
Zoom  

from home 

 
☛ Thursday 

March 19 

☛ 3:00 pm 

CLICK HERE  

to join 

Dine-out  Schedule
Enjoy a delicious meal while supporting the 
Latino Coalition’s 2026 Scholarship Fund: 

Wednesday, March 4  La Palapa 
Wednesday, March 11 Cafe 1 
Wednesday, March 18 Los Gallitos 
Friday, March 20  Estrella 
Monday, March 23  Noyo River Grill 
Thursday, March 26  Casa del Sol 
Tuesday, March 31  Mayan Fusion 

Calendar
March
  Women’s History Month
March 4-March 31 various restaurants
  Dine out for Latco scholarships *
March 4 National Capital Planning Commission
  Comment deadline on White House changes *
March 6-8
  Anniversary of Selma bridge crossing *
March 8 (Sunday) global
  International Women’s Day *
  Daylight Savings time begins
March 9-11 national
  Civic Learning Week *
March 13 Mendocino College
  Application deadline for LVN program *
March 18 Mendocino City Community Services District
  Application deadline for board *
March 19 (Thursday) 3-5 pm Zoom
  GRI Mendocino Vision workgroup: Jackson SDF 
    (Also the LWVMC monthly meeting) * 
March 28 (Saturday) 
  No Kings 3 rallies * 

The public is welcome at these events. 
Please invite your friends and neighbors.
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