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PRESIDENT’S PAGE 

We have long complained that turnout at primary elections is very low—and       
puzzle over ways to increase it.  The turnout for this election has been amazing—so 
high that people waited on lines past the closing times of the polling places, even in 
places where early voters had already cast their votes.  While we may see this is a 
good thing, Common Cause has pointed out that it happened because some states, 
such as Texas, reduced the number of sites. One of our goals in electoral reform is 
making voting easier for all. In NewYork, Democrats will vote on April 28, and   
will again be able to vote early.  We are asking our state legislators to support more 
funding for early voting, making it possible, for instance, to add polling sites to 
large towns like Brookhaven.   

 

On February 12 we are looking forward to hearing Tim Bishop speak about civil 
discourse, and some of the reasons it no longer takes place in our conversations.  
Mr. Bishop  was the Congressman from District 1 from 2003 to 2015.     He is    
currently Visiting Distinguished Professor of Civic Engagement and Public Service 
at St.  Joseph’s College in Patchogue.  He has thoughts about the changes that have 
taken place in recent years to influence the political scene, and some possible ways 
to make it better, based on his years in Washington DC representing Suffolk 
County. Plan to attend on Thursday, March 12, at 1:30 at the Middle Country      
Library on Eastwood Boulevard in Centereach.  

 

On Friday, February 28, we met with NYS Assemblyman Joe DeStefano from     
District 3, which covers parts of Shirley and Mastic, all of Bellport and most of        
Patchogue, north to cover Yaphank, part of Coram, Farmingville, and part of Fire 
Island.  He spoke of the importance of voting to respond to the needs and wishes   
of his constituents rather than party loyalty.  He voted for the early voting law,    
and, like us, believes that it should not be an unfunded mandate, costing the        
counties so much money to work properly.  In answer to a question about decrimi-
nalizing   marijuana, he said that he  didn’t believe that users would choose to buy 
from      licensed sellers when they could get it more easily and cheaply from 
neighborhood dealers.  Like most legislators, he is concerned about high taxes, and 
hoping to find ways to reduce the burden on people in his district. He supported the 
new annex to the Patchogue-Medford Library being built in Medford.  He seems to 
be enjoying his  new role as an Assemblyman and finding it challenging. 

 ***************************************************************** 

ABOUT BOOKS AND READING 

On weekend evenings, CSPAN2 BOOKTV has hourlong programs about books. 
For each book, the author discusses his (or her) book with other guests.  The sched-
ule is online and includes a variety of subjects, with interesting discussions about 
them. .  

 Our book group has not yet met to discuss White Fragility by Robin D’Angelo.  
We will be meeting at Betsy Gaidry’s on April 2 to talk about it.  Call Betsy at    
631 846-1778 if you would like to learn more.  

 



CAPITOL STEPS 

 

CAPITOL STEPS will be shown at Ward Melville High School (on Old Town Road in East Setauket) on 
March 29 at 7 pm.  The Capitol Steps began as a group of Senate staffers who set out to satirize the very 
people and places that employed them.  From the headlines of the day, they create song paradies and skits 
which convey a special brand of satirical humor.  (“They put the mock in democracy.”) The program is 
sponsored by the North Shore Jewish Center in East Setauket.  Tickets can be purchased for $70 at the VIP 
level or $45 for general admission.  Buy your tickets now by clicking on the following link: Bit.lv/

capstepstickets.  If you have any questions, please call Marcie at 631-928-3737 or email Paul at 
paul.gold@nsjc.org.  

************************************************************************************* 

NEW PROPOSALS TO REFORM HEALTH CARE—AN OVERVIEW 

The Hamptons League, which has been expanded to include Shelter Island and Southold, will be holding a 
meeting to give an overview of the various proposals for improving health care on a national level.  Many 
of the presidential candidates have proposed changes—some radical and some more moderate.  Attend the 
meeting on April 13,7 pm, to find out more from the Hampton League’s Health Committee.   We will add 
more details as we have them.  

************************************************************************************* 

SUFFOLK COUNTY LWV BOARD MEETING 

Wednesday, March 18, Riverhead Library, 10 am—our monthly county LWV Board meeting. There are 
seats open on the Suffolk County LWV Board.  We meet once a month on the third Wednesday at 10 in 
Riverhead, and discuss the issues that face the county, such as the implementation of the Campaign Fi-
nance board.  This board will be making the ground rules for making public financing available to candi-
dates running for county office, who will be able to receive matching funds for donations up to $250 and 
are willing to limit their campaign expenditures.  Lisa Scott is one of the three members on the committee. 
Other issues that have been on the county agenda are Board of Elections and early voting, clean water, and  
our Directory of Public Officials.    

 Lisa hopes that more local league members will feel connected to the county board, and has suggested 
that at least one local member attend the county meeting each time (it could be a different person each 

time).  Would you be willing to attend a meeting to represent our League? 

************************************************************************************ 

STUDENTS INSIDE ALBANY 

We are pleased to announce that Sophie Fischetti will represent our league in Albany this year.  She is a 
senior from Patchogue-Medford High School, and was a member of the Generation Citizen-Civics class.   
In her words, “I decided to enroll in Generation Citizen this year in order to make my voice heard as the 
point of the class is to allow students to participate in civic engagement on a local and more tangible 
scale.”  Because she saw that there was a lack of communication between faculty and the students, she 
worked with others to create a student council for the school, bringing the proposal to the superintendent 
of the district, local officials, and the Board of Education.  We will meet her at our Annual Meeting in 
June.   



    Do you have a favorite store or professional who would support our League? 
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Saturday March 7 LWV NYS Regional Training, NYC, 9:30 to 3:00 

Thursday         March 12         HOW CIVIL IS OUR DISCOURSE?  Prof. Tim Bishop 

     1:30 at Middle Country Library 

Wednesday     March 18          Suffolk County LWV Board Meeting, Riverhead Library, 10 am 

 

APRIL 

Thursday          April 2             Book Group, 1:00 pm at Betsy’s 

Monday           April  6             LWV Brookhaven Board meeting, 10 am, Betsy Gaidry’s 

                        April 13            Current Proposals for Health Care. LWV of Hamptons, 7 pm, PTBA 

Saturday          April 18            ANNUAL LUNCHEON, Place to be determined 

Directions to Middle Country Library:  

From Nicolls Road on Route 25., continue 6/10 mile to Eastwood Boulevard. Turn right at light and continue 4/10 mile to 
MCPL-Centereach on the left..  From North Shore, take Nicolls Road to Hawkins, which will take you to Eastwood. Blvd. 
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