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SUPPORT FOR  

Raised Bill SB 176 - AAC Establishment of a Fee Paid by Multichannel Video 
Programming Distributors to Companies or Organizations Responsible 
for Community Access Programming.  

Submitted by Pua Ford, Media Issues Specialist 
 League of Women Voters of Connecticut  
 
The League of Women Voters of Connecticut appreciates the opportunity today to offer support 
for the above-named bill, based on the position adopted by our membership in May 2008 and 
updated at the 2019 League Convention:  
 

The League of Women Voters believes that community access media — for public, 
educational, and governmental programming — must be adequately protected, promoted, 
and funded, regardless of the provider of TV/video services or the platform on which it is 
delivered to Connecticut residents. 

The League has supported previous versions of this bill over the years, and we do so again today.  
Local community access media is still one of the best tools for our local Leagues to educate the 
public on issues we track, and is still one of the best means to get our local election debates and 
forums to the voters.   

Extending PEG support funding to subscribers of all services is logical and fair 

Raised Bill 176 seeks to address an ever-increasing problem with operational funding for 
community access channels—the decrease in cable subscribers.  This committee version of the 
bill is thoughtful and detailed in the way it updates the foundational statute (CGS 16-331a) for 
community access programming.  The added language on lines 170-174 makes sure that 
subscribers are not “double-billed,” but that the subscriber base is extended. 

Now that so many of the nonprofit Community Access Providers and town-specific 
Governmental and Educational channels are making their programming available on the internet, 
it is only fair and logical that those who watch will also make the same contribution of less than 
a dollar a month. 



We thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony today.  I attach additional information but 
welcome any questions that committee members may have. 

 
ADDENDUM 

How many Community Access Providers are there? 

The most recent list on the PURA website (“Public Access Channels and Studios” dated 
11/29/17) lists 34 organizations are officially designated CAPs.  Of these, we know that 13 are 
owned by cable companies and 21 are now run by independent nonprofit organizations.  In 
addition, there are about 80 town-specific governmental and educational access channels 
provided by the cable companies; most of these operate without financial support from their CAP. 

Nonprofit CAPs operate in: Stratford (public studio for Bridgeport, Fairfield, Milford, Orange, 
Woodbridge), New Haven (also for West Haven, Hamden), East Haven, Branford, North 
Branford, Wallingford, Guilford, Madison, Westbrook (also for Clinton, Killingsworth, Durham, 
Haddam, Chester, Deep River, Essex, Old Saybrook), Groton (also for Ledyard, Stonington, 
North Stonington, Voluntown), Bolton (also for Vernon, Ellington, Tolland, Andover, Hebron, 
Marlborough), Hartford, West Hartford, Simsbury, Bloomfield, Windsor, East Hartford, 
Farmington (also for New Britain, Berlin, Plainfield, Bristol, Burlington, Avon, Canton), 
Waterbury (also for Plymouth, Wolcott, Prospect, Middlebury), Sharon (also for Salisbury, 
Canaan, North Canaan, Norfolk). 

There are also many non-CAP community access organization, mostly town-specific that do not 
receive per subscriber fees but receive support from their towns or schools. 

How do we know that community access is valued in Connecticut? 

Unlike some other states, Connecticut makes provision of community access mandatory (CGS 
16-331(b)).  If there is no independent, nonprofit community organization to provides facilities, 
equipment, technical and managerial support for residents to produce programs, then the MVPD 
must provide it. 

How much do the CAPs receive from per subscriber fees? 

 

 
  



It is worth noting that for several years in affidavits filed with PURA, Comcast states that in their 
company-owned community access facilities, expenses are higher than what they receive in per 
subscriber fees. 

 

How much do cable subscribers pay for community access support now? 

 

PURA determines the annual 
amount in each area of the state.  
Subscribers pay less than a 
dollar per month, less than the 
fee for “Broadcast TV” or 
“Regional Sports.” 

 

 

 

Per subscriber fees are not the only revenue available 

But they are the most reliable source for their operating budgets.  Organizations also participate in 
fundraising (e.g., West Hartford Interactive’s Take Five gala on Friday, March 20).  But if the 
operating budget has shrunk, and staff have to be let go, there might not be anyone to help stage a 
fundraising event. 

CAPs also apply for grants (e.g., Hartford Foundation for Public Giving). Some CAPs also 
receive sponsorships from their local businesses (e.g., to help pay for a video production van in 
exchange for the company logo on the van’s side).  Some have dues-paying members from the 
local residents. 

But none of these efforts can give the consistent operational funding that per subscriber fees have 
provided in the past. 

What has cord-cutting done to the nonprofit CAPs? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


