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Assessing the Health of the Bays
* 35 indicators, in six chapters

* Each chapter gets a status & trend bar
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Excessive nutrients pollute our Bays.




Point source nutrient inputs down 80% since
1990. Only two discharges remain.
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Nonpoint Sources of Nutrient Pollut

e Fertilizers

* Septic systems

e Animal wastes

e Stormwater runoff

e Sediments



Inputs of nitrogen from nonpoint sources
far exceed healthy limits

Loads of Nitrogen from Nonpoint Sources
Indian River Bay
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WATER QUALITY
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waters of the Inland Bays

may contain organisms that
could ‘be harmful to your health.
Swimming could result in an
increased risk of rashes, infections

or gastrointeétinal distress,
y during and after

The

i

especiall
rainfall.

For your health and safety, please

m at beaches with lifeguards
uality is tested

swi
where the water q
weekly. For information on beach
water quality or to rep,on ilinesses
resulting from contact with these
waters, please call 1:800-922-WAVE

or visit www.dnrec.state.de.us

Most tributaries
and canals are
unsafe
for recreational
contact.

HUMAN HEALTH RISKS
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Temperatures are increasing,
and sea level is rising

Monthly Average Sea Level at Lewes, DE
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Warmer air, warmer Bays

Growing Season Length in Lewes, DE
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Inland Bays Management Plan Actions
for Consideration During the Sussex
Comprehensive Plan Process.

* Increase and enhance water quality buffers

* Improve wastewater management and coordinator
* Improve stormwater management

* Preserve open space and improve water access

* Plan for climate change



