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Assessing the Health of the Bays

• 35 indicators, in six chapters

• Each chapter gets a status & trend bar
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Excessive nutrients pollute our Bays. 



Point source nutrient inputs down 80% since 
1990.  Only two discharges remain.

Rehoboth WWTP Outfall



Nonpoint Sources of Nutrient Pollution

• Fertilizers

• Septic systems

• Animal wastes

• Stormwater runoff

• Sediments



Inputs of nitrogen from nonpoint sources 
far exceed healthy limits 









Most tributaries 
and canals are 

unsafe 
for recreational 

contact.



Temperatures are increasing, 
and sea level is rising



• Increased flooding

• Shoreline erosion

• Drowning of tidal 
wetlands



Warmer air, warmer Bays





Inland Bays Management Plan Actions 
for Consideration During the Sussex 
Comprehensive Plan Process.

• Increase and enhance water quality buffers

• Improve wastewater management and coordinator

• Improve stormwater management

• Preserve open space and improve water access

• Plan for climate change


