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~Encourage your friends, family and colleagues

to visit us at ~

www.lwvtarrantcounty.org

The mission of the League of Women Voters is to encourage informed
and active participation in government and to influence public policy
through education and advocacy.

A Message from your President
Dear Friends,

.With the recent primary election wrapped up, the League has
been on my mind more than ever. Because of the League’s
work, voters headed to the polls last week empowered and full
of confidence.

This month, I would just like to say how much we appreciate everyone who
make our efforts possible. Thank you to everyone who contributed to our Voters
Guide, which is still one of the few fair, trusted, and balanced sources of infor-
mation on which Tarrant County Voters can rely. Thank you, also, to everyone
who assisted in a candidate forum or any other type of voting-related discussion.
Without each of you, we would not have such a strong voice in our community.
Most of all, thank you to each of you who shared the League with a friend by
recommending our Voters Guide or taking someone with you to an event.

We are lucky to have each and every one of our members, because, together, they
are Making Democracy Work in Tarrant County. I hope to see everyone soon!

//f@;ﬂ

Sincerely,

Great Job!

MORE THAN 2.5M
TEXANS VOTED IN
THE PRIMARIES!

, \

A record 1.5M people voted in the
Republican primary for a
gubernatorial election year, and
it's the second-highest number of
Republican primary voters in state
history

~-Remind your friends, family and colleagues to LIKE us at ~
www.facebook.com/LWVofTarrantCo

More than 1M people voted in
the Democratic primary ina
gubernatorial election year for

the first time since 2002 and
just the second time since 1994.



http://www.lwvtarrantcounty.org
https://www.facebook.com/LWVofTarrantCo
http://WWW.LWVTARRANTCOUNTY.ORG
https://www.facebook.com/LWVofTarrantCo
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March Unit Topic:
VOTER PURGING

It’s one thing to get citizens on the voter rolls. But, it’s equally important that we make sure eligible voters
stay on the rolls.

Under the Help America Vote Act (HMVA), states are tasked with maintaining current and accurate voter
registration databases. However, the lack of clear and uniform standards for list maintenance has resulted in
inconsistent standards from state to state, and poorly developed “voter purge” programs have often led to the
mass disenfranchisement of eligible voters. Frequently, such ill conceived purge programs have had a
disproportionate impact on minority populations.

The removal of voters from the rolls needs to be undertaken with the greatest of case, and in complete
compliance with the standards established by federal law, including the National Voter Registration Act
(NVRA), which contains a number of procedural protections to protect eligible voters from wrongful
removals.

The NVRA states:

1. Under the NVRA, what are the circumstances under which a State can remove a person’s name
from the voter registration rolls?
Section 8 permits States to remove the name of a person from the voter registration rolls upon the
request of the registrant, and, if State law so provides, for mental incapacity or for criminal conviction.
The Act also requires States to conduct a general voter registration list maintenance program that
makes a reasonable effort to remove ineligible persons from the voter rolls by reason of the person’s
death, or a change in the residence of the registrant outside of the jurisdiction, in accordance with
procedures set forth in the NVRA. The list maintenance program must be uniform, nondiscriminatory
and in compliance with the Voting Rights Act.

2. Does the NVRA contain any prohibitions on removal of persons’ names from the voter registra-
tion list?
Yes. Section 8 of the NVRA prohibits removing registrants from the voter registration list solely
because of a failure to vote. It also places restrictions of notice and timing on removals from the voter
registration list based on a change of residence.

In Texas, under State law, each voter registrar is required to provide the Secretary of State with an updated
list of registered voters in their county. This is how the statewide list was created, and how it is maintained.
And once registered, a voter remains a registered voter on this list until a qualifying event occurs that causes
removal from the list.

To maintain the integrity of the state’s voter registration records, State law requires both the Secretary of
State and the local voter registrar to regularly review the voter registration lists and compare them with
information received from other government agencies to ensure that the state is maintaining an accurate list.
Voter registrars work to verify the accuracy of the lists on a regular basis.

Under State law, when the Secretary of State or the local voter registrar receives the following items, they
are required to cancel a voter’s registration:

1) Notice that the voter resides in a county outside the county they are registered in.
2) Notice that a voter is deceased.

3) An abstract of final judgment regarding the voter’s mental incapacity to vote.

4) An abstract of final judgment regarding a voter’s felony conviction.

5) Notice that a voter is not a citizen of the United States.
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VOTER PURGING - CONTINUED

To ensure that properly registered voters are not removed from registration lists, the State of Texas has
come up with a process to verify whether or not a registered voter is eligible to vote. In addition, State
law also provides a process for local voter registrars to investigate and verify a voter’s eligibility when
the voter registrar is given information that would call that voter’s eligibility into question.

https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/vr/index.shtml

The suspense list, as detailed in Section 15.081, is a list maintained by the voter registrar of each coun-
ty that contains the names of (1) voters that failed to respond to the confirmation notice, (2) voters whose
renewal certificate was returned to the registrar as undeliverable, and (3) those individuals that were ex-
cused or disqualified from jury service because they were not a resident of that county, state on the juror
summons notice that the individual no longer resides in the county, or whose jury summons were
returned to the district clerk as undeliverable.

An individual on the suspense list is still a registered voter and has the same rights as a non-suspense
list voter. If a suspense list voter lives in the same residence, shows up at the same precinct location,
shows proof of identification and fills out a statement of residence, then the individual will be able to
vote, and the voter’s name will be removed from the suspense list. If the voter has moved to a different
residence located in the same county, the voter will also fill out a Statement of Residence and be permit-
ted to vote, provided the voter is living in the political subdivision or territory covered by that election.
The Statement of Residence will be used to update the voter’s registration and remove the voter’s name
from the suspense list. If the suspense list voter has moved outside of the county, the voter will be given
the option to vote provisionally in accordance with Section 63.011.

If a voter’s name is still on the Suspense list on November 30th following the second general election
for state and county officers that occurs after the date the voter’s name is entered on the suspense list,
then the voter registrar is required by State law to cancel the voter’s registration.

ELECTION LAWS AND VOTING RIGHTS, 1999 (revised), 2010 The League of Women
Voters of Texas supports every citizen's right to vote, improvement in voter registration
procedures, uniformly enforced election procedures, clearly stated election laws that
facilitate citizen participation, and the right to a secret ballot.

Specific measures include:

Adequate safeguards against fraud (voter's personal signature on the registration application as
well as on the registration card; signature identification at the polls; and accurate and current
registration lists periodically revised)

SEE NEXT PAGE FOR QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

Annual Meeting

At our Annual Meeting on May 15 we will elect our Board of Directors
for the 2018 - 2019 year. If you would be interested in serving on either the
Nominating Committee or the Board, please let us know.

We will also be developing our list of Unit discussions for next year and
need your help. If you have a topic of interest you would like to see discussed
at an upcoming Unit meeting, please send it and any resources relative to the
topic to the League office so we can begin putting our 2018 - 2019 Unit
calendar together.



https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/vr/index.shtml
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VOTER PURGING - QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

Click here for a link to the resource document

1) What do you think about purging voter roles? How often should it be done? What do you think the
process should be?
https://www.chron.com/news/politics/article/Texas-voter-purge-made-repeated-errors-4001767.php
https://votingwars.news2 1 .com/america-scrubs-millions-from-the-voter-rolls-is-it-fair/

2) Do you think that voters should be purged from the rolls after not voting for a certain number of
years or after a certain number of elections? Why or why not?

3) Whose job should it be to make sure that the voting rolls are up to date? State government? Other
interested groups? Should private organizations be able to sue state and local officials for not
maintaining voter rolls?

CASE STUDY: The American Civil Rights Union (ACRU), a Virginia based group, has sought to
force election commissioners to purge voter roles claiming that more people are registered to vote
in their jurisdiction than there were voting age citizens in the county. The ACRU alleges that the
election commissioners are violating federal law that requires states to keep their roles up to date.
In 2013, the ACRU sent letters to small, rural counties across Mississippi, Texas, Kentucky,
Alabama and Arizona requesting purging of the voter rolls and if they didn’t, the counties were
threatened with a lawsuit.

In 2014, the ACRU and the Public Interest Legal Foundation targeted largely Hispanic counties in
southern Texas. The first two cases were against Terrell County, a community of fewer than 1,000
people, about half of them Hispanic, and Zavala County, population 12,000 and 94 percent
Hispanic. Both counties lie within Texas’ 23rd Congressional District, the only swing district in
the state.

Terrell County’s sheriff signed a consent decree. But Zavala County, which sits on one of the largest
oil fields in Texas history, had the money to go to court. The county hired a small team of lawyers
in response to the ACRU lawsuit. Ultimately, the county and the ACRU agreed to a much weaker
consent decree than other counties had. In November 2016, the ACRU, by then under Coates’
leadership, sent letters to eight more Texas counties. Four of them lie in the 23rd district,
including two counties that are overwhelmingly Hispanic.

“I can’t tell you what Mr. Christian Adams thinks, but I can tell you that he is going around to
places with a history of racial discrimination and seeking to have legitimate voters stricken
from the list,” says Lloyd Leonard, director of advocacy at the League of Women Voters,
which opposed Adams in several voting rights cases. “Draw your own conclusions.”

(full article found here:
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2017/07/these-three-lawyers-are-quietly-purging-
voter-rolls-across-the-country/

4) What do you think about the actions of the ACRU? Should partisan groups be able to target specific
counties? What happens when counties don’t have the resources to hire an attorney for representation
to oppose these requests? The ACRU has sued election commissioners if they do not sign the
proposed consent decrees.


http://www.lwvnet.org/lwv/tx/tarrantcounty/files/voter_purging_-_unit_study_march_2018.pdf
https://www.chron.com/news/politics/article/Texas-voter-purge-made-repeated-errors-4001767.php
https://votingwars.news21.com/america-scrubs-millions-from-the-voter-rolls-is-it-fair/
https://www.thestreet.com/story/13898031/1/acru-warns-more-texas-counties.html
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2017/07/these-three-lawyers-are-quietly-purging-voter-rolls-across-the-country/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2017/07/these-three-lawyers-are-quietly-purging-voter-rolls-across-the-country/
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A SPECIAL WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
Hope Schwalls, Annette Tess and Vickey Ward

A BIG Thank You TO RENEWING LWV-TC MEM-
BERS:

Pat Cheong, Mary Beth Garcia

Not sure when your membership comes up for renewal?
Contact Doris at the League office.
Email Iwvtarrantcounty@sbcglobal.net or call 817-348-8683.

LWV-TEXAS CONVENTION 2018!
"Flowing to Our Centennial 1919-2019"
Friday to Sunday, April 27-29, 2018

Conference registration: $125 - Discounted rate through
March 26, 2018

https://my.lwv.org/texas/convention
Inn of the Hills Hotel & Conference Center
1001 Junction Hwy, Kerrville, TX 78028
Ph.: 800-292-5690
A A NN N AN A A N T T AT N RO AN A NN AGE A H N N MG

Volunteer Opportunities:

 There are always elections to prepare for. There are still potential voters to register. Our work of
educating the citizens of Tarrant County on issues we are concerned with is ongoing. If you would
&L«gﬁ like to help in any way, please contact the League office at lwvtarrantcounty@sbcglobal.net.
e Check with other groups you belong to. Would they like a speaker on one of the issues the
¢/ League supports? Let us know and we can provide one. If your group would like to discuss any issue
47 we have a position on, we will be happy to help with resources.

0= 2o 2o 2

B 2 2 2o £ £ £ £ £ £ £

o If you have any ideas for upcoming Unit Meetings, email the office. We will review them for use
&UQK next year.
W ww WL w W wwqd W dw s o

Have you moved or changed your phone number? Please contact the League office
at 817-348-8683 or email us at [wvtarrantcounty(@sbcglobal.net so we can update
our Local and National Roster. Thanks!

Do you know that we have the following social media accounts for the League?

Our Facebook Page is https://www.facebook.com/LW VofTarrantCo/

Our Twitter page is @LW VTarrant or you can access us by clicking on https://twitter.com/L WV Tarrant

League of Women Voters of Tarrant County, P.O. Box 100175, Fort Worth, TX 76185


mailto:lwvtarrantcounty@sbcglobal.net
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.facebook.com/LWVofTarrantCo/&sa=D&ust=1467387340393000&usg=AFQjCNFnHzWK5byYNue6VNL4lxkwVOM5Ig
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://twitter.com/LWVTarrant&sa=D&ust=1467387340393000&usg=AFQjCNFmX0OBMte3V5J0FsNG8Ylu5K5w3w
mailto:lwvtarrantcounty@sbcglobal.net
mailto:advocacy@lwvtarrantcounty.org
mailto:lwvtarrantcounty@sbcglobal.net
https://my.lwv.org/texas/convention
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Bring Your Talent into the League of Women Voters

We are the League of Women Voters® of Tarrant County (LWVTC), one of the hundreds of local Leagues across the
nation whose members—men and women—are committed to Making Democracy Work. Our nonpartisan political
organization encourages informed and active participation in government and influences public policy through educa-
tion and advocacy. LWV does NOT support or oppose any political party or any candidate. Your membership auto-
matically enrolls you in LWV-Texas and LWVUS at no additional cost and provides publications from all three.

Mail your membership application, dues, and contributions to LWVTC, P. O. Box 100175, Fort Worth, TX 76185

or enroll online at lwvtarrantcounty.com

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
Basic Membership:

o $70/yr Regular full voting member
0 $105/yr Family (two members in one household)
o $40/yr Student

Or
Supporting Membership:

0 $100/yr Sustaining Membership —  Elizabeth Cady Stanton
o $150/yr Advocate Membership — Carrie Chapman Catt

0 $200/yr Patron Membership — Mary McLeod Bethune

0 $300/yr Benefactor Membership —  Eleanor Roosevelt

THE VOTER NEWSLETTER BY U.S. MAIL

0 $10/yr (online VOTER is no additional cost)

Name E-mail _
Address City/Zip
Phone (Home) (Work) (Mobile) (Fax)

Would you like to attend one of our Unit meetings? If so, please indicate which Unit would best suit your needs.

O Arlington Area 0 Downtown Fort Worth Area 0 Northeast Tarrant County
o0 South/Southwest Tarrant County
$ For a tax deductible donation, write a separate check payable to:
LWV Texas Education Fund.



http://lwvtarrantcounty.org/join.html

MARCH - APRIL 2018 CALENDAR

March 2018 ~~ Study Topic for all Units - Voter Purging

March 15 ~ Fort Worth Downtown Lunch Unit; NOON, Trinity Terrace, Blue Spire Room, 1600 Texas
Street; Reservations suggested but not required. Lunch is optional, cost is $16.
Call Marjorie Montgomery, 817-885-8372 for reservation.

March 15 ~ South/Southwest Dinner Unit; 6 PM, Olive Garden at [-20 and Hulen in the shopping
center; Reservations suggested. Call Mike Baldwin, 817-249-2193, for information

March 19 ~ Arlington Area Unit; 7 PM, Fielder Museum, 1616 W Abram, Arlington.

Call Sharon Whittington, 817-615-1656, for information
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March 20 ~ NE/Mid-Cities Unit Meeting; 7 PM, Barnes & Noble in the Shops at NE Mall; Melbourne Rd.

next to Best Buy; Reservations suggested. Call Margaret Martin, 817-503-0180, for information

March 26 ~ Monday Matinee, 11AM. Arlington Police West Service Center, 2060 W Green Oaks Blvd,
Arlington. Bring a sack lunch and a friend.

April 2018 ~ Human Trafficking Update

April 16 ~ Arlington Area Unit; 7 PM

April 17 ~ NE/Mid-Cities Unit Meeting; 7 PM

April 19 ~ Fort Worth Downtown Lunch Unit; NOON

April 19 ~ South/Southwest Dinner Unit; 6 PM

April 23 ~ Monday Matinee; 1 1AM

April 27-29 ~ LWVTX State Convention, see page 5 for information

May2018 ~

May 5 ~ Local Elections
May 15 ~ LWVTC Annual Meeting; 5:30 - 8:00PM

Mark your Calendar!

LWVTC Annual Meeting, May 15, 2018
Speaker:
Dr. Derek Citty,
“The State of Public Education in Texas”
Diamond Oaks Country Club
5821 Diamond Oaks Drive North
Haltom City, TX 76117
5:30 - 8:00 pm

) In Memorlum
) Please consider making a donation to LWVTC in honor of someone special.
Make your check out to LWV Texas Education Fund to take advantage of the Tax Exemption.

All Members and Guests are welcome and encouraged to attend any League event. ~ we are on the web! ~
League Office Hours: M, W, F / 8:30am—12:30pm www.lwvtarrantcounty.org



http://WWW.LWVTARRANTCOUNTY.ORG
http://www.lwvnet.org/lwv/tx/tarrantcounty/files/voter_purging_-_unit_study_march_2018.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/''/diamond+oaks+country+club/@32.824489,-97.3282121,12z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x864e782c9852abef:0x8f3f44077852bef3!2m2!1d-97.2581719!2d32.8245085

