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Report on Official Board
Actions at the April 14, 2026
Meeting

At our April 14, 2026 meeting, the LWVHC
Board took following “official actions™:

LWVHC Budget for 2026 - 27:

It was moved / seconded and passed by a
unanimous vote to approve the LWVHC
Budget for 2026 — 27 as presented, for inclu-
sion in the Annual Meeting Kit for approval
by the full membership at the Annual Meet-
ing, June 3, 2026.

KEET Candidate Forum for 5™ District
Supervisor race:

It was moved / seconded and passed by a
unanimous vote that we authorize Anne Hart-
line to arrange for a Humboldt County 5™
District Supervisor Candidate Forum with
KEET-TV (and Access Humboldt) in May,
and to contribute up to $1100 from our HAF
Educational Funds to help pay for KEET’s
expenses, if the Forum can be arranged.
LWVHC would moderate and help staff the
Candidate Forum.

Humboldt County Civil Grand Jury
Position:

It was moved / seconded and passed by a
unanimous vote to approve the proposed revi-
sions to the Humboldt County Civil Grand
Jury System Position for inclusion in the An-
nual Meeting Kit for approval by the full
membership at the Annual Meeting, June 3,
2026.

Bonnie Oliver
LWVHC Secretary

Save the Date!
Annual Meeting on June 3

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3, 2026
SEQUOIA CONFERENCE CENTER, ROOM A
6 pm REGISTRATION
6:30 pm DINNER $10

7 pm BUSINESS MEETING (NO CHARGE)
ZOOM is available for those who cannot attend in person.

PLEASE RESERVE BY WEDNESDAY., MAY 27, 2026

A reservation made is a reservation paid. For those attending
only the business meeting, there will be no charge, but please
reserve for a quorum count!

For more information, call Becky Simpson at (707) 498-
6340 or email simpson2.rebecca@gmail.com

Please pay by check to:

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS HUMBOLDT COUNTY
P. O. Box 3219

EUREKA, CA. 95502

The League needs YOU!

Be sure to attend the ANNUAL MEETING in person or by
ZOOM

Becky Simpson
LWVHC Membership Director

Our Mission Statement...

The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organi-
zation, encourages informed and active participation in gov-
ernment, works to increase understanding of major public pol-
icy issues, and influences public policy through education and
advocacy.
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Position Review at March Membership Meeting

On March 26, the membership meeting to review the Humboldt County Civil Grand Jury System was chaired
by Claire Eyton with assistance from Kay Escarda and Byrd Lochtie. Fourteen members participated in this
Z0OOM meeting. Claire explained the difference between regular juries, the Criminal Grand Jury, and the Civil
Grand Jury. See the March VOTER for more details.

The guest speaker was Jim Glover, a former foreperson of the Humboldt County Civil Grand Jury and an ac-
tive member of the local and California Grand Jury Association that assists with the selection and training of
incoming jurors. The Civil Grand Jury operates independently of the government. Jim explained how the Civil
Grand Jury works, and how difficult it is to recruit and retain people on the Jury. Budgeting and time are con-
sistent issues that may discourage people from volunteering for the Grand Jury. Grand Jury reports from 1999
to the present are available on the Humboldt.gov website.

After Jim presented, there was a lively discussion about position changes. The position was finalized to be pre-
sented at the April Board meeting and, if approved by the Board, will be included in the Annual Meeting Kit.

Claire Eyton
LWVHC Government Director

News from Access Humboldt

Save the date: BOLD Day of Giving on May 29 is a county-wide online fundraiser for 40 local nonprofits (501
(¢)3). Go to https://bolddayofgiving or cut and paste the link in your browser to see a list of all the nonprofits
participating. Access Humboldt is the sponsor for this event, and is training the nonprofits through a series of
Boot Camps on how to set up their pages, how to use social media and emails, and how to manage their own
campaigns. It is a lot of work, but hopefully our county will raise a great deal of money for some very worth-
while causes (which is even more needed this year!) So, mark your calendar for May 29 so you can donate and
maybe even win a match prize for a favorite organization. If you own a business and want to offer a match
prize (and get free publicity for your business on cable TV, streaming, radio, socialmedia and more), contact
Access Humboldt at 707-443-9352.

Moving Day: Access Humboldt had a 5-year lease with CR, but the college decided the building it occupies is
seismically unsafe and Access Humboldt now has to be out of the CR location by the end of May!

While the staff of Access Humboldt has been working diligently to find a new home, they have been unsuc-
cessful so far. They may need to place the servers in one spot and have the few staff members work from home
until they can secure something. Ideally, they would like to purchase a building so they can truly set up a state-
of-the-art location for producing programs and training local people for careers in media. But the sticking point
is having a down payment. Access Humboldt can handle monthly costs to buy a building, but all possible loca-
tions so far want a $250,000 down payment. They have been working with a wide variety of folks to try to find
a champion, with naming rights, etc. But so far, efforts have fallen short.

Do you know someone connected to a big national brand that might be approached by Access Humboldt? If
you have any ideas, let me know (janet.foos(@gmail.com) and also contact Christina Jeffers directly at christi-
na(@accesshumboldt.net for more information. You can help support this bastion of Free Speech, Open Gov-
ernment, and Educational Content for all ages so that it can continue to operate far into the future.

Thanks!

Janet Foos
LWVHC Access Humboldt Liaison
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Election News Updates
The Statewide Primary Election is June, 2, 2026. The General Election is November 3, 2026.

The last day to register to vote for the June 2 primary is May 18, 2026.

The Voter Information Guide for both Humboldt County and the State will be out sometime between April 23 and
May 12. Our local election office reports that they are waiting on dates from their printer to know exactly when it
will be available.

Ballots will begin being mailed to every registered voter on May 4. Remember that vote-by-mail ballots must be post-
marked no later than June 2, and must be received no later than June 9.

It is possible to go into a local post office on June 2 and have your ballot hand stamped by a USPS staff.

On May 5 secure drop off sites for your ballots will be available. Early in-person voting will be available from May
4.

For a full listing of in-person Vote Centers, and Ballot Drop Box locations across Humboldt County, please go to
humboldtgov.org/elections and put 2026 Primary Election Vote Center & Drop Box Locations into the search bar.

To track your ballot, sign up at: WheresMyBallot.sos.ca.gov

On our local Humboldt ballot are two measures, A and B:

Measure A is the Resort Improvement District No. 1 for Shelter Cove. It seeks to add a $60 per parcel tax in order to
raise money for aging water, sewer and electrical systems.

Measure B is the Trinidad Union Elementary School District Bond, seeking funds to repair utilities and modernize
and repair restrooms and classrooms.

In the Humboldt Primary Election, a number of county wide offices and three Superior Court Judgeships are also on
the ballot. However, none of the Judgeships is contested and only two of the other County-wide positions are contest-
ed. These are for Assessor and for County Supervisor-District 5.

Look for your Voter Guide in the mail. After it is published, if you prefer to go online, you will be able to find the
Humboldt Voter Information Guide at: humboldtgov.org/elections. Put Voter Information Guide in the search bar.
If you would like to view the State of California Voter Information Guide online, you can find it at:
voterguide.sos.ca.gov

Please make preparations now to make sure you can and will vote on June 2. Every voice and every vote counts.

Karen Price
LWVHC Outgoing Education Director
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Voter Service Update

A CANDIDATE FORUM

The June 2 Primary is approaching and, while there is a lot on the ballot at the state level, the Humboldt Coun-
ty ballot is fairly simple. The vast majority of the local candidates on June 2 ballot are running unopposed.
There are two races in which there are two candidates: County Assessor and 5" District Board of Supervisors.

Along with KEET-TV, LWVHC will be sponsoring a Candidate Forum for the two 5™ District Board of Super-
visors candidates on Tuesday, May 19. If you reside in the 5™ District, please plan to watch the forum from 7-8
pm and CALL IN YOUR QUESTIONS!

As always, I am so grateful for the help and support of KEET-TV. This year is especially challenging for
KEET-TV because of major funding cuts. For that reason, the LWVHC Board voted to provide financial sup-
port to KEET to fund the forum. Please consider donating to KEET-TV as an individual so that this vital com-
munity resource can survive.

VOTE411

The LWVC voter information resource, VOTE411, is up and running. If you’d like to see what will be on your
ballot, and potentially read information submitted by candidates, go to vote411.org and enter your physical ad-
dress. From there you should be able to see all the races that will be on your ballot.

Spoiler alert: As of the middle of April, many of the local and state candidates had not submitted their infor-
mation or responses to questions posed by VOTE411 staff. However, I really hope that by the time this VOT-
ER reaches your computer, many more candidates will have submitted their information.

EASY VOTER GUIDE
Be sure to share the link to the LWVC Easy Voter Guide with your friends and family, and check it out your-
self. It’s only four pages, but it has a lot of great information.

Go to: https://cavotes.org/easy-voter-guide/

For a print-only version of the Easy Voter Guide see pages 5-7 in this VOTER!

C

Anne Hartline
LWVHC Voter Service Chair

H
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Easy Voter Guide
Your Vote. Your Voice.
California Primary Election
June 2, 2026
ARE YOU SIGNED UP TO VOTE?

May 18, 2026 Last day to register to vote in this election.
June 2,2026 ELECTION DAY Your voting location is open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

GET READY:

Register to vote by May 18 at registertovote.ca.gov (https://registertovote.ca.gov).

Check your registration to make sure it’s up to date. If your signature has changed over time, then re-register to
update your signature at voterstatus.sos.ca.gov (https://voterstatus.sos.ca.gov).

If you want to get voting materials in a language other than English, make that choice

at voterstatus.sos.ca.gov (https://voterstatus.sos.ca.gov).

Esta guia también est4 disponible en espafiol m A<$i5 9 th 45 1 3 /it m Hudng din nay cling co san bang tiéng
viét mO| LM = St=0{2 = K| SE LT

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS
You have the following rights:

e The right to vote if you are a registered voter.

e The right to get a new ballot if you have made a mistake, if you have not already cast your ballot.
e The right to vote if you are still in line when the polls close.

Read the entire Voter Bill of Rights in multiple languages at sos.ca.gov/elections/voter-bill-rights.

HELP FOR VOTERS

VOTE411, an online election guide from the League of Women Voters of California Education Fund —
VOTE411 makes it easy to see everything that will be on your ballot, including national, state and local candi-
dates and measures. You can also see your voting location. Type in your address at Vote411.org.

Official Voter Information Guide from the California Secretary of State — In addition to a ballot, all registered
voters will receive a Voter Information Guide from the state. It includes voting resources and statements from
the candidates. Find the Official Voter Information Guide online at voterguide.sos.ca.gov.

Easy Voter Guide — Order copies or download this guide in five languages at easyvoterguide.org.

County Elections Offices — You may have other contests on your ballot. If so, you will receive a County Voter
Information Guide. Find your County Elections Office online at sos.ca.gov/county-elections-offices.

Voter Hotlines from the California Secretary of State — Voters who want to find out more can also call the Sec-
retary of State at these numbers:

ENGLISH (800) 345-VOTE (8683)

ESPANOL / SPANISH (800) 232-VOTA (8682)

rh 3¢ / CHINESE (800) 339-2857
HINDI (888) 345-2692

H A5E/ JAPANESE (800) 339-2865
KHMER (888) 345-4917

KOREAN (866) 575-1558

TAGALOG (800) 339-2957

THAI (855) 345-3933

VIET NG / VIETNAMESE (800) 339-8163
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Election Protection — The national, nonpartisan Election Protection coalition works year-round to ensure that
all voters have an equal opportunity to vote and have that vote count. Call or text 866-OUR-VOTE (866-687-
8683).

ABOUT THE JUNE 2, 2026 PRIMARY ELECTION

HOW THE STATEWIDE PRIMARY ELECTION WORKS IN CALIFORNIA

In this “primary” election, voters will choose which two candidates will move on to the “general” election in
November. For the following offices, you may choose any candidate on your ballot, from any political party.
The two candidates with the most votes will run against each other in November. It is possible that those two
candidates will be from the same political party.

There may be other local government candidates or judges on your ballot, depending on where you live. Your
county elections office will mail you a County Voter Information Guide that lists everything that you can vote
on. Remember, you do not have to vote on everything! Learn about the candidates and propositions that are
important to you and make your choice.

OFFICES THAT REPRESENT EVERYONE IN CALIFORNIA (ELECTED FOR A FOUR-YEAR
TERM)

e Governor — The highest elected official in California: Oversees most state departments and agencies. Pre-
pares annual state budget. Approves or rejects new state laws.

e Lieutenant Governor — Next in line: Becomes Governor if the elected Governor leaves office. Has a tie-
breaking vote in the State Senate. Serves on boards and commissions.

e Secretary of State — Head of elections and record keeping: Coordinates statewide elections and oversees
election laws. Also keeps records about new corporations and businesses and other state databases.

e Controller — The state’s bookkeeper: Keeps track of how the state’s money is spent. Issues most checks
from the state and manages collection of money due to the state. Reports on finances of state and local gov-
ernments.

e Treasurer — The state’s banker: Manages the state’s investments and assets. Coordinates the sale of state
bonds.

e Attorney General — The state’s top lawyer: Makes sure laws are enforced the same way across the state.
Manages the state Department of Justice. Oversees sheriffs and district attorneys.

e Insurance Commissioner — Insurance overseer: Manages the state Department of Insurance. Enforces laws
that insurance companies must follow.

e Superintendent of Public Instruction — Head of public schools: Manages the state Department of Educa-
tion. Provides leadership and assistance to all public schools in California. Enforces education regulations.

WAYS TO VOTE

1) VOTE BY MAIL

Mark your ballot and seal it inside the envelope provided.

Follow the directions on the ballot to mark your choices.

Check that you are using the return envelope with your name on it.

Put your ballot into the envelope & seal. Only 1 ballot in each envelope.
Sign and date the envelope.

Date and sign your name carefully on the back of the envelope using ink.

MAIL YOUR BALLOT BACK EARLY! You can fill it in and mail it back as soon as you receive it.
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No stamp? No problem. You do not need a stamp to mail back your ballot.

Mail your ballot back early because it must be postmarked by Election Day, June 2.

To ensure your ballot is postmarked by Election Day make sure to mail it at least five days before Election
Day, June 2, 2026. If mailing on Election Day, get a manual postmark from a postal employee inside a United
States Post Office.

2) DROP OFF YOUR BALLOT

If you decide to hand in your ballot instead of mailing it, you must drop it off no later than 8PM on Election
Day, June 2.

Drop off your ballot at any Voting Location or secure Ballot Dropbox in your county.

For details and locations, check caearlyvoting.sos.ca.gov.

3) VOTE IN PERSON
At in-person Voting Locations you can:

e Vote in person.

e Drop off your completed ballot.

e Vote with an accessible voting machine.

e Get help and voting materials in multiple languages.

Early voting, starting before Election Day, will be available in some locations.
Find Early Voting and Ballot Dropbox locations at caearlyvoting.sos.ca.gov.
Find your Voting Location at findmypollingplace.sos.ca.gov.

TRACK MY BALLOT
After returning your ballot, check WheresMyBallot.sos.ca.gov (https://WheresMyBallot.sos.ca.gov) to find
out where your ballot is in the process and when it has been accepted.

Visit VOTE411.o0rg to see what will be on your ballot. It’s easy. Just enter your address.
CALIFORNIA PRIMARY ELECTION: TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 2026
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Information from the Humboldt County Office of Elections
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Carolyn Otis: You will be Missed!

We were filled with great sadness when we heard about the untimely death of Carolyn Otis. Carolyn was a
long-time LWVHC member who took on many jobs, sometimes behind the scenes, for more than five decades.
Because we know that some of our newer members may not have had a chance to work with Carolyn, we
wanted to elaborate here about all she did for LWVHC.

Carolyn Otis was:

o a faithful attendee at League membership meetings, often serving as the recorder for our important consen-
sus decisions. She was almost always on our Zoom meetings in the last few years as we continued to up-
date our positions.

e a League Board member for multiple years and terms. Notably, she was secretary when Alice Harris (past
Arcata City Manager) was president (1981-1983).

e single-handedly in charge of mailing The VOTER to members for decades, even when we switched to digi-
tal copies. In fact, she was the one who mailed 7he VOTER to members who still wanted printed copies.
She also took charge of physically mailing the Annual Meeting Kit to all members prior to the Annual
Meeting, until we also adopted the policy of digital copies.

Reminiscing about Carolyn:

Judy Bennett:
Carolyn worked on the State of the Community Luncheon Committee for many years, beginning with its in-

ception in 1992, putting together lists and address labels for invitations. The committee met at her home for
years; stuffing labels, sealing invitations, and enjoying Carolyn’s warm smile and hospitality.

Carolyn also loved to go on League tours of facilities etc. around Humboldt County.

She introduced me to Peet’s French roast coffee and I'll be grateful forever for that! Carolyn also collected
plasticware from the 50s, and she used it!

And, of course, she and her husband Brooks were very musically inclined, hence their ownership of Wildwood
Music in Arcata.

Anne Hartline:

I have so many positive memories of Carolyn Otis. I know for sure that she was on the Nominating Committee
in 1991 because she was the one who convinced me to take on the role of LWVHC President! I held her re-
sponsible for that, and she was always supportive of me and my activities/challenges in the League. Carolyn
gave me sage advice many times throughout my presidency, and remained a role model for me about what
kindness, integrity, and humor can look like.

Byrd Lochtie:
Carolyn was a dear friend. She was one of the kindest people I have ever known. In fact, when I went to Cen-

tral Office recently to tell them that Carolyn had died, the first thing they said was how very kind she always
was to them.

Carolyn was dedicated to our right to vote. She worked for many years at a polling place at what was then
Humboldt State University. She also worked with me for numerous years at an election precinct in Arcata. She
was fun and interesting to be around, and we had good laughs when we weren’t too busy at the precinct.

Carolyn was also artistic and loved jewelry made from natural materials. She was an optimist, with a spiritual
belief in the goodness of the universe. I will miss her beautiful smile and her lovely laugh.
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Carolyn Otis: You will be Missed! (continued)

Kay Escarda:
I first met Carolyn when she attended a LWV unit meeting at my house many years ago. We lived just a few

blocks apart and saw each other often at League events. I even babysat her son a time or two before they
moved to Arcata.

Carolyn hosted many League events at her house. She was an active member and always contributed a great
deal to our discussions. She is appreciated and will be missed!

Judy Bennett, Anne Hartline, Byrd Lochtie, and Kay Escarda

Wiyot Election

The last Tribal Election for the 2025-2026 League year is finished. On April 4th the following wonderful vol-
unteers put in time at the Wiyot Community Center on Table Bluff: Janet Foos, Laurel Dalsted, Tracy Jordan-
French, Patricia-Anne WinterSun, Dannielle Greco, and Janine Randall. They set up, conducted the election,
cleaned up and counted the votes. Janine also checked the P. O. Box in Eureka for any final mail-in votes
before coming out to Table Bluff. I really appreciate all the Leaguers who volunteer to help. Thank you to a
really impressive team!

If you missed out this time, there will be another Wiyot election on Saturday, October 3, 2026. Watch for an
email asking for volunteers!

Thank you all!

Byrd Lochtie
LWVHC Election Service Director
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Pictures from the 2026 Sold-Out SOCL

S.0.C.L. Committee Members include, (seated, left to right) Lorey Keele
and Tess Coffman, (standing, left to right) Chair Maggie Fleming,

Anne Hartline, Kay Escarda, Byrd Lochtie, Connie Smith, Carolyn Prescott,
Judith Stoffer, and Anne Wasson.

Not pictured: Kathy Johanson . (Photo by Doreen Lane)

Civic Contribution Award recipients, Betty and Gene Senestraro
(center), are congratulated by family and friends after accepting
their award. In their nineties, the couple have been volunteers in
Humboldt County all of their adult lives. (Photo by Anne Wasson)
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Pictures from the 2026 Sold-Out SOCL

Marilyn Tucker -- long-time educator, library
fundraiser, volunteer, and philanthropist --
thanks the League for her Civic Contribution
Award at the State of the Community Luncheon.
(Photo by Anne Wasson)

Keynote Speaker Susan Seaman, (center) and
Humboldt County Board of Supervisors Chairman
Mike Wilson (left), are welcomed by SOCL Chair
Maggie Fleming. Seaman, Program Director at North
Edge Business Financing and Community Develop-
ment, explained how local economic choices can
build community. Wilson, who is a licensed civil en-
gineer and consultant in land use and resource plan-
ning, updated attendees about economic concerns as
well as recent successes in Humboldt County.
(Photo by Anne Wasson)

The League welcomed a record number of people to the 33™ State of the Community
Luncheon, its major fundraiser. Attendees included League members, business leaders,
elected representatives, volunteers, and friends and family of the Civic Award winners.

(Photo by Anne Wasson)
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Renew Now or Help Someone
Become a LWVHC Member!

Membership in the League of Women Voters, the
most respected and effective grassroots organization
in the country, is open to men and women of all ages.
Our members make a visible difference by serving as
community leaders using their experience to create
positive, lasting change in our communities.

Membership dues and donations to the LWVHC are
not tax-deductible.

Donations to the LWVHC-Education Fund, through
the Humboldt Area Foundation, are tax deductible.

Your membership will be good for 1 year from the
date you pay your dues.

Visit www.LWVHC.org or mail the form below!

Please make checks payable to LWVUS. Send to
P.O. Box 3219, Eureka, CA 95502.

A single individual member payment of $75 is sug-
gested, but you can pay less if you wish, with a mini-

mum of $20 per member.

I am enclosing payment for my annual membership
renewal:

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone

email
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The League of Women Voters
of Humboldt County

P.O. Box 3219, Eureka, CA 95502
www.lwvhc.org
leaguehumboldt@lwvhc.org

(707) 444-9252
Who’s Who in Your 2025-2026

League Board
President.................ceveeneeenennnJulie Kelly
Vice President...........c.......... Peggy Syvertson
Secretary........oovvvviiiiiiiinnn.. Bonnie Oliver
Treasurer..........cccovvviieiniinnnnnn. Tess Coffman
Program Director................... Peggy Syvertson
Natural Resources Director................ Suzanne

McClurkin-Nelson
Social Policy Director.............Corinne Frugoni
Government Director................. Claire Eyton
Election Service Director..............Byrd Lochtie
Forum Director........................ Anne Hartline
Voter Service Director............... Anne Hartline
Membership Director............... Becky Simpson
Social Media Chair.............. Jessica Schlachter
VOTER Editor..................oe.... Leslie Leach
Community Education Director.....Anne Wasson
Communications Director.......Jessica Schlachter
Traditional Media Chair......... Jessica Schlachter
Website Director........................ Leslie Leach
Access Humboldt Liaison..................Janet Foos
SOCL Publicity Chair and Board Liaison....Anne
Wasson
Director.......ccooiviiiiiiiiinnnn. Kathy Johanson

Director......................................Karen Price
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To:

Get Involved!

LWVHC Calendar

We all have unique skills to contribute and limited time.
Working together we become a viable force for change.
Call or email today to say you want to participate.

Visit www.lwvhc.org or call (707) 444-9252.

Our Diversity, Equity, and

Inclusion Policy

The League of Women Voters of Humboldt County (LWVHC), in
both its values and practices, affirms its belief and commitment to
diversity and pluralism, which means there shall be no barriers to
membership nor participation in the LWVHC on the basis of gen-
der, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, disability,
economic status, or political affiliation. LWVHC recognizes that
diverse perspectives are important and necessary for responsible
and representative decision-making. LWVHC affirms its commit-
ment to reflect the diversity of the community in its membership,
Board, and programs. Discrimination or harassment of any kind
will not be accepted within the League, including but not limited
to race, socio-economic status, age, ability status, religion, sexual
orientation, national origin, gender identity, or marital status. The
League is committed to fostering, cultivating, and preserving a
culture of diversity, equity, inclusion, access, and belonging for
all people. The League is an organization that respects and values
the richness of our community and our members. The collective
sum of our individual differences and life experiences represents
not only our culture, but our reputation and the organization’s
mission and achievements as well.

Tuesday, May 12
5:30 pm

Zoom

Board Meeting
UCC Church/Zoom
900 Hodgson Street
Eureka, CA
In-person

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82436363821?

pwd=kAnTSbGXQI88VncVvrFgooTOtRpvv3.1

Anytime

LWVHC Webpage
LWVHC Instagram

LWVHC X
Bluesky
@lwvhc.bsky.social
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