
How to Apply for an Absentee Ballot in NYC 
 
According to an Executive order signed on May 1, 2020, by Governor Andrew Cuomo, Absentee 
ballot applications for the June 23, 2020 Primary election will be mailed to registered voters who 
are members of a political party. The application will include postage paid for return mail.  
 

1. This order applies ONLY to the June 23, 2020 Primary.  
2. In New York State only members of a political party may vote in that party’s primary. 
3. In order to receive the actual ballot, you must fill out the application and mail it to the Board 

of Elections (BOE). The BOE will send out the ballot after it receives the application  
4. You may also complete the Absentee Ballot Application electronically at https://nycabsentee.com/, 

which we discuss next. 
5. For the upcoming primary, the application is due on June 16, 2020. However, we strongly 

recommend that mail in your application early to allow for delays at both the Board of Elections and 
the US Post Office.   

6. Voters can hand deliver their absentee ballots to the early voting sites and to their Election Day poll 
sites 

 
Electronic application instructions for the June 23, 2020 Primaries 
Please see updated instructions for the General Election in November. 

 
Go to:   https://nycabsentee.com/, which takes you to: 

 

 
Click on:   
 

 

 
 

https://nycabsentee.com/
https://nycabsentee.com/
https://nycabsentee.com/absentee


 
Which then takes you to the page https://nycabsentee.com/absentee shown next: 
 

 
 
Enter your information, hit Continue, then it will take you to the page:  
 
This part is personal and individual so we can’t provide useful links 
 
 
The top part looks like this: 
 

 
 
 
Next is your personal information, which we are not showing in this document.  Following is the 
rest of the page. 
 
 

https://nycabsentee.com/absentee


 
 
 
 
You can request that the ballot be sent to your residential mailing address or a different mailing address. 
 
Check the box “Temporary illness or physical disability” if the reason for requesting an absentee ballot is 
that you are “affected/potential of COVID19”. Currently, this option only applies to the June 23, 2020 
primary.  
 
We encourage applicants to include their telephone number and/or email address in case the Board of 
Elections needs to reach them in order to process the application. 
 
Then hit Submit  



Mail in Absentee Ballot Application Instructions 
 

Go to the page:  https://vote.nyc/page/absentee-voting 
 

 
 
 
For the English language form, click on: 

 
 
Which takes you to the page: https://vote.nyc/sites/default/files/pdf/forms/absenteevoting/AbsenteeBallot-
English.pdf 
 
You will need to print out the form. You can also obtain an application in Spanish, Chinese, Korean 
or Bengali. 
 
The form appears next, followed by some instructions.  
 

https://vote.nyc/page/absentee-voting
https://vote.nyc/sites/default/files/pdf/forms/absenteevoting/AbsenteeBallot-English.pdf
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Instructions:  
 
Q1. Check the box “Temporary illness or physical disability” if the reason for requesting an absentee ballot 
is that you are “affected/potential of COVID19” and if you are applying for an absentee ballot for the June 
23rd primary election.  
 
For absentee ballot applications after that date, we will need to see if the governor’s executive order that 
provides that you are asking for an absentee ballot is concern about COVID19 exposure or related 
reasons. 
 
NY State law does not currently allow for “no-excuse” absentee voting. 
 
Q2. Check which elections you are requesting absentee ballots for.  If you are checking the box in Q1 
“Temporary illness or physical disability” for COVID19 related reasons, you should check Primary Election 
only.  
Q3. Use the same name as that appears on your voter registration. 
Q4. We encourage applicants to include their telephone number and/or email address in case the Board of 
Elections needs to reach them in order to process the application. 
 
Q5. Use the address that appears on your voter registration. 
Q6 and Q7. Most people will ask to have the ballot mailed to them, and the address does not need to be 
the same as the one on your registration.  It is an option to pick up the ballot yourself at the Board of 
Elections, or to authorize someone to pick it up for you. 
Q8. Make sure you sign and date. This signature will be compared to the one on file on your voter 
registration. 
 
Deadlines.  For the June 23, 2020 primary, the application is due on June 16, 2020. However, we 
strongly recommend that mail in your application early to allow for delays both at Board of Elections and 
the US Post Office.   
 
Mail the completed and signed form to the Borough offices of the Board of Elections, not the Executive 
Office, as shown on the next page.  This page also lists ways to contact the Board of Elections. 
 
https://vote.nyc/page/contact-us 
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All Absentee Voting Instructions 
 

Go to the main Board of Elections website: https://vote.nyc/, shown below 
 

 
 
About Vote.NYC   https://vote.nyc/ is the main NYC Board of Elections website, and is an excellent 
resource to be used for most voting and election related matters. 
 
Note:  You can change the language by clicking on “Select Language” in the top right corner.  The options 
are English, Bengali, Chinese (Simplified), Chinese (Traditional), Korean, and Spanish.  You can also call 
the phone numbers for voice and TTY by calling the phone numbers also given in the corner. 
 
Click on “Absentee Voting”, shown below, or if the page is still the same, click where it says 
“CLICK HERE” in the middle of the photo. 
 

 
 
 

Which takes you to this page: https://vote.nyc/page/absentee-voting, shown in part on the next page. 
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This page, as shown next, states that there will not be a Democratic Presidential Primary on June 23, 
2020, in addition to the State and Federal Primaries. The rulings on this issue are currently in flux, so 
please consult the current webpage to learn the most up-to-date status of the Democratic Presidential 
Primary. 
 
Note the dates for when the absentee ballot application is due, and how to contact the Board of Elections.  
Follow the steps to apply on-line or by email, if the options still exist, and to download the form in English or 
in Spanish, Chinese, Korean or Bengali using the instructions we provided above. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 


