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Note from the Editor Official Board Actions

Membership Brunch Expenses:

Unanimously approved that all Membership Brunch
expenses be paid from the HAF fund. 

Wiyot Tribe Elections MOU: 

Unanimously approved that we authorize President, Julie
Kelly, and Secretary, Laurel Dalsted, to sign a new MOU
with the Wiyot Tribe for a new two year contract. The Tribe
has been pleased with LWVHC election services and would
like to continue.

KEET Forum Donation:

Unanimously approved that we ratify the email vote of
8/20/2026 requested by Anne H. to contribute $2,775 to
KEET to support production of three forums through
October 2026. It was noted that this support is important
at a difficult time for public media.

Access Humboldt Representative: 

Unanimously approved for Janet to continue as the
LWVHC representative for Access Humboldt.

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political organization
encourages informed and active participation in government, works

to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and
influences public policy through education and advocacy.

Dear Members and Friends,

Welcome to another edition of THE VOTER, which looks a
bit different than it has in the past issues. The software we
were using previously was discontinued. I have to really,
really thank Leslie Leach, our former editor, for all the
dedication and work she put into the previous version. If
you’ve ever published any kind of multi-page newsletter,
you’ll understand. It was a labor of love. 

This new edition has been built from scratch using Canva,
and it’s slightly imperfect. Like all the best recipes, we will
continue to adjust as we go, looking for the best we can.  

Thank you for your patience as we work through the change.
And thank you for your time, and your unwavering
dedication to making our community stronger and our
democracy more inclusive.

P.S. If you’re familiar with Canva - please reach out!

In League,
Kathy Johanson
VOTER Editor

kathyjohanson@yahoo.com

October  2026

Report on Official Board Actions - September 8, 2026 
By Laurel Dalsted, LWVHC Board Secretary

At the September 8, 2026, Board Meeting, the LWVHC
board took the following actions:
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Rural Local Leagues
Quarterly Meeting

The first Rural League meeting for the 2026-2027 year was held on August 28,
2026 by Zoom. Discussion focused on challenges and best practices for rural
county leagues.

The meeting focused on election-related activities, with extensive discussion about
conducting candidate forums and candidate nights in rural counties where some
candidates are reluctant to participate due to political concerns. 

Participants shared experiences and solutions, including the “speed dating”
format where candidates meet with voters at separate tables, and addressed
challenges with proposition education, with the State League planning an
advocacy forum on specific propositions. The group also discussed guidelines
around forums, including the requirement that more than one candidate must
participate and the importance of using league members as moderators to
maintain neutrality. Additional topics covered included voting methods during
current postal concerns, the availability of Easy Voter Guides, and strategies for
recruiting league members at candidate events. The League of Women Voters of

Humboldt County is here to support
understanding the issues, listening to our

neighbors, and participating in our
democracy to strengthen Humboldt

County. Together, we can build a county
where every person has the opportunity to

participate, and every voice helps shape
our shared future.
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by Peggy Syvertson, Vice President 

Membership Brunch Recap by Becky Simpson, Membership Director

Our main speaker, Tom Carson, has a strong financial background, having been a
partner at an international accounting firm and CFO of several public companies.
Over the past sixteen years, he has been very active at all levels of the League in
financial roles, and worked with numerous local Leagues in California as well as
other states. He served as the LWVC Treasurer, following four years as its Budget
Chair. Tom also focuses heavily on voter service activities, both locally and with
LWVC. He previously served as president of his local League, treasurer for the LWV
Los Angeles County ILO, and primary LWVUS consultant for Leagues wishing to
consider converting to tax status under Sec. 501(c)(3). He presented talking points on
transitioning from a 501(c)4 to a 501(c)3 and the positives for this change. Our
members in attendance passed a motion to update our articles of incorporation and
bylaws to make this change. For our local League, this transition will make it easier
for the Board to receive money from our Education Fund at the Humboldt Area
Foundation, make member dues and contributions tax-deductible, and possibly
increase contributions.
 
We were joined by two young, newer voters, Gino Gonzalez and Olivia Lane.
Gino was born and raised in Humboldt County and graduated from McKinleyville
High School in 2023. Recently, he graduated from UC Berkeley with a B.A. in
Psychology. Fun fact: Gino is also Julie Kelly’s nephew and was Anne Hartline’s
student in 6th grade. Olivia was also born and raised in Humboldt County and
graduated from McKinleyville High School in 2026. She is currently a student at Cal
Poly Humboldt, majoring in Psychology. Both Gino and Olivia shared their
experiences with registering and voting, as well as insights into ways that LWVHC
can encourage younger people to register and to vote.

t

A HUGE thank you to everyone for helping
put the Membership Brunch together! 
From securing the venue to setting up and
taking down, it takes our village of  League
Members to accomplish this so successfully!
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ACCESS Humboldt
Coming up on Friday, October 16th is BOLDfest – your chance to see a variety of short films that were created right here –
using training from Access Humboldt. The event takes place at the Eureka Theater on F Street, with doors opening at 6 pm. Fees
are modest, and you can purchase a ticket at www.accesshumboldt.net . When you see BOLDfest, there is a price for both entry
to the theater, and also for the after party at the Inn at 2nd and C. You can choose to only go to see the films, or participate in all
the fun. It would be fantastic to fill the theater – so encourage everyone you know to attend and support this worthy cause.

Molly Cate has written an excellent article below. I encourage you to read on about this excellent resource in Humboldt County. 

For two decades, Access Humboldt has served as a bastion of democracy, freedom of expression, inclusion, and equity, a
place where our nation’s Bill of Rights comes to life. During the cable TV boom, the US Congress passed the Cable Act of
1984 to set aside several cable channels for public use, educational content, and access to governmental meetings. Dubbed
PEG for short, these media hubs were initially funded by a miniscule percentage of corporate cable TV revenues. Now,
these funds are drying up as viewers switch to internet streaming services (which also use public ‘airways’ but do not
contribute to public access media centers). Access Humboldt is finding new revenue sources while continuing to provide
the crucial watchdog function of broadcasting the council meetings of our seven cities and of three Joint Powers
Authorities. On its TV and streaming channels, Access Humboldt also offers a video platform for the points of view of all
local voices, and the staff will teach anyone how to use the technology to share theirs. We’ve aired student films, cultural
performances, free speech content, and nonprofit storytelling.

In August, Access Humboldt, with the help of the Humboldt Area Foundation and the Redwood Region Economic
Development Commission (RREDC), purchased the former Poletski’s building at 341 Harris Street in Eureka. It is being
transformed into a 21  century Digital Media Arts & Technology Center. This new facility includes:st

• TV studios
• Radio and podcasting suites
• A digital media arts gallery
• A community gathering space
• A museum of media technology
• Workforce training labs for youth, seniors, veterans, and adults reentering the workforce.

Access Humboldt has instituted an innovative, community-minded fundraising model: celebrations throughout the year
providing a rising financial tide that raises all boats. In March, the collaboration with the League of Women Voters of
Humboldt County for National Sunshine Week, celebrates the essential contributions of local journalists through the Ray
of Sunshine Awards. In May, the Bold Day of Giving was held, the culmination of two months of trainings offered by
Access Humboldt to up to fifty local nonprofits. We worked with 37 other local nonprofits this year. In the fall, there’s
BOLDtFest, a celebration of local content creators kicking off seven months of support for a winning group, led through
steps toward making their own video or audio programming. This year’s gala celebrates filmmakers on October 16 at the
Eureka Theater.

Quietly serving this community for 20 years, We plan to BOLDLY serve Humboldt County for at least the next 20 years!

Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy.

ACCESS HUMBOLDT AT 20 by Molly Cate
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by Janet Foos
Access Humboldt Representative

http://www.accesshumboldt.net/
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Thank you for joining the League!
Together we make democracy stronger.

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS’S
OF HUMBOLDT COUNTY

Board Member Profile

Welcome new Board
Member: Laurel Dalsted

Welcome new members

Kathleen Hilfiker
Patti Rose
Marla Sklover
Melissa Vasquez

LWVC: Water Spotlight submitted by Leslie Leach 

I was born and raised in Arcata, graduated from Arcata High
School and then College of the Redwoods. I moved to San Diego
to finish my Bachelor’s degree in International Studies with an
emphasis in Political Science at UC San Diego, and then
remained in San Diego for the next 15 years. 

I have spent my entire career (so far) in the nonprofit sector,
working in fundraising and communications at GRID
Alternatives, Helen Woodward Animal Center, and the
International Rescue Committee. I joined the Humboldt Area
Foundation in 2021 where I currently serve as Donor Relations &
Development Director, and relocated with my family back to
Humboldt at that time. 

I am excited to serve our community as a LWVHC board
member, and appreciate the opportunities to build relationships,
deepen my knowledge of local issues, and help strengthen civic
engagement in our region. 

My husband Tyler and I have two daughters, and a cat Charlie.
Outside of work I enjoy camping, hiking, gardening, cooking and
music - and love how abundant opportunities for all of those are
in our area!

 League of Women Voters of California Pros and Cons
document, a neutral in-depth analysis of the
Propositions on your November 2026 ballot:

As made clear in the first article in the Water Spotlight series,
California’s Surface Water Development, struggle over water
is part of California life. Many people and organizations have
legal rights to water, and there is never enough to satisfy
everyone. In the resulting conflicts, who stands for the interests
of the public? Who protects the natural world? Part of the
answer lies in an ancient legal principle known as the public
trust doctrine. This article looks at important recent
developments that have made this principle a more potent
legal tool to protect our environment. This story begins with
Mono Lake. In the 1970’s, this beautiful and biologically
diverse saline lake on the east side of the Sierras was in
desperate trouble. The Los Angeles Department of Water and
Power (LADWP) had just installed a new aqueduct to carry
water from the streams and creeks that fed the lake to the
southern metropolis. Lake levels sank, the water grew saltier,
nesting birds were no longer protected from predators. The
ecosystem was near collapse. The California State Water
Resources Control Board (Water Board) said it could do
nothing to stop the flow down the aqueduct because Los
Angeles had water rights. Article can be read in full on the this
blogpost - click here.

California’s Surface Water Development

https://lwvncsd.org/docs.ashx?id=1762272

Protecting the Public Trust:
Mono Lake and Beyond

October
2026
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LWV
Empowering Voters.
Defending Democracy.

Each year, at the State of the Community Luncheon, the League of Women
Voters of Humboldt County honors individuals and/or groups for
contributing to our community through their volunteer work. We are now
accepting nominations for those community members you feel deserve
this special recognition for their contributions. Please nominate a person
or organization you feel should be considered for this honor and why. 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS* OF HUMBOLDT COUNTY

2027 State of the Community
Luncheon Civic Contribution
Award Nomination

Submission deadline:

Submit nominations to:
 State of the Community Luncheon
Committee, Maggie Fleming P.O. Box 252,
Eureka CA 95502, or email
maggiefleming2018@gmail.com

Your name

Phone/email: Best way to contact you:

Nominee Address:

In what way had the person or group made a positive contribution to Humboldt County?

Monday, November 30, 2026

Nominee name or organization

Nominee Email or Phone:

October  2026
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TOGETHER

MAKE
DEMOCRACY
HAPPEN
VOLUNTEER!

DAY SHIFT TIME

WE STRENGTHEN

DEMOCRACY

LWV League of Women Voters*
OF HUMBOLDT COUNTY

October
2026

Cal Poly Humboldt: 
Voter Registration

We registered or re-registered 9 voters in
September at Cal Poly, National Constitution Day,
where we were asked LOTS of great questions and

gave out quite a few cool, fun stickers! 

Our community relies on informed voters and
engaged citizens. Your time and energy help make
our programs, events, and outreach possible. Join

us in this important work—every hour makes a
difference.  Contact Anne Hartline, Voter Service
Chair for information about future opportunities.

Your VOTER SERVICE UPDATE  by Anne Hartline, LWVHC Voter Service Chair

By the time you receive this edition of the VOTER, Voter Service will be in full swing for the
upcoming November 3 election. First, a big thanks to Byrd Lochtie, Suzanne McClurkin-Nelson, and
Doug Umland, for being available to register voters at the Home Away From Home Community
Potluck for college students on Sunday, September 13. Their friendly smiles encouraged students to
come up and talk, get one of our fabulous stickers if they were already registered to vote, and
potentially register to vote. Over 120 college students attended the event, and it was so wonderful
have Leaguers on hand to help welcome them to our community. One of the non-student
community members in attendance also expressed gratitude that the League was there. Yay!

Candidate forums coming up in October:
·Tuesday, October 6: Arcata City Council Candidate Forum 7-8pm 
·Tuesday, October 13: Eureka Mayor Candidate Forum  7-8pm
·Thursday, October 15: Eureka City Council, Wards 1, 3, and 5 Candidate Forum 7-8:30pm 

All KEET-TV Forums are held live and recorded
Recordings available on Access Humboldt and YouTube.
In the November VOTER, I’ll have lots of kudos for all our hard-working 
volunteers making this  happen!!!



HELP WANTED

We will be reviewing LWVHC's positions on Transportation and Hazardous Waste this year. We need your help
with research, interviews and brainstorming to prepare for the Zoom membership meetings in January and
February 2027. We will then discuss and vote to finalize any changes made, and submit the updated positions to
the Board for approval and inclusion in the 2027 Annual Meeting Kit presented at the Annual Meeting next
June.

If you are willing to participate in the process or know anyone we could reach out to, please let us know:

Government/Transportation: Claire Eyton cdeyton50@gmail.com or Bonnie Oliver
bonnie.l.oliver.architect@gmaill.com

Natural Resources/Hazardous Waste: Suzanne McClurkin-Nelson Smcclurkin@gmail.com

Intrepid Women: A Celebration of the 19th Amendment and of Many Great Women by Leslie Leach

On a sunny August 26, League members and others gathered at the gazebo in Old Town, Eureka, and enjoyed hearing about
women known for their achievements that benefited so many others.

Molly Cate began the event by acknowledging our debt and gratitude to the Wiyot tribe. She then explained the significance of
the event: “We meet today on Women’s Equality Day, commemorating the 1920 adoption of the Nineteenth Amendment to
the US Constitution granting women (on paper) the right to vote, though Indigenous women and men were not even granted
US citizenship until 1924 while they and other women and men of color have continually faced many kinds of harm in
attempting to vote.

Several of the women here to read today suggested this event in an OLLI (Osher Lifelong Learning Institute) course I taught
last fall called “Intrepid Women.” They are joined by several women from the LWVHC to present to you brief sketches on
courageous women of many time periods, cultures, ethnicities, and fields of endeavor who have braved disapproval and disdain
as they changed our world for the better.

Many sources were used to create these mini biographies. Reliable ones we recommend to you are as follows: online access to
the Smithsonian American Women’s History Museum, the National Women’s Hall of Fame, the National Park Service,
BlackPast, the Encyclopedia Brittanica, and reputable journals and books. We thank Byrd Lochtie, Janine Shayne, Terry
Knowsky, Molly Cate, Marla Sklover, and Anne Hartline, for their preparation and contributions to this event. 

Pictured abovc: Marla Sklover, Molly Cate, 
Byrd Lochtie, Annie Hartline, 
Terry Terry Kanowksy.

THE VOTER October  2026
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS* OF HUMBOLDT COUNTY



LWVHC End of  2025 – 2026 Fiscal Year Financial Report 

Dear Members, 

It is my pleasure to serve as your Treasurer. If you have any questions regarding league’s finances or budget, please don’t hesitate
to reach out to me at teresa.coffman@verizon.net.

A special thanks to the Budget Committee and Board Members who worked to craft this fiscal year’s budget. We will be meeting
later in the fall to review and revise the budget as needed. I would like to specifically recognize the following individuals for their
valuable participation: Becky Simpson, Janet Foos, Judy Bennett, Cindy Humphry, Kathy Johanson, and Tracy Jordan French.

This year’s budget is ambitious, and we encourage all members to get involved and support our shared mission. Please remember
that the budget is a working document and may be adjusted by the Board as needed in the coming months. 

Respectfully,
Tess Coffman
Treasurer LWVHC

THE VOTER October  2026
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS* OF HUMBOLDT COUNTY



LWVHC End of  Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Report with 2026-2027 BudgetLWV October  2026



We all have unique skills to contribute and limited time. 
Working together we become a viable force for change. 

Call or email today to say you want to participate. 
Visit www.lwvhc.org or call (707) 444-9252.

Our Diversity, Equity, and  Inclusion Policy 
The League of Women Voters of Humboldt County (LWVHC), in 
both its values and practices, affirms its belief and commitment to 
diversity and pluralism, which means there shall be no barriers to 
membership nor participation in the LWVHC on the basis of
gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin,
disability, economic status, or political affiliation. LWVHC
recognizes that diverse perspectives are important and necessary
for responsible and representative decision-making. LWVHC
affirms its commit�ment to reflect the diversity of the community
in its membership, Board, and programs. Discrimination or
harassment of any kind will not be accepted within the League,
including but not limited to race, socio-economic status, age,
ability status, religion, sexual orientation, national origin, gender
identity, or marital status. The League is committed to fostering,
cultivating, and preserving a culture of diversity, equity, inclusion,
access, and belonging for all people. The League is an organization
that respects and values the richness of our community and our
members. The collective sum of our individual differences and life
experiences represents not only our culture, but our reputation
and the organization’s mission and achievements as well.

P.O. Box 3219
Eureka, CA 95502

OF HUMBOLDT COUNTY
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To:

LWVHC Calendar
Monday, Oct 12                   LWVHC Board Meeting
5:30 pm                  United Congregational Christian Church 
                                                                 900 Hodgson St., Eureka

In-person or Zoom
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82436363821?

pwd=kAnTSbGXQI88VncVvrFgooTOtRpvv3.1

Tuesday, Oct 6  Arcata Council Candidate Forum
Tuesday, Oct 13 Eureka Mayor Candidate Forum
Thursday, Oct 15 Eureka City Council Candidate Forum           

                                                         Anytime LWVHC Webpage 
                                                                        LWVHC Instagram
                                                                                        LWVHC X
                                                        Bluesky@lwvhc.bsky.social 
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