Position Summaries

Government

Constitution

Support a clear, flexible, organized, and internally consistent Constitution. Support specification that taxation is a General
Assembly responsibility and that funding should be flexible. Support independence of judges, with preference for merit
selection. Oppose term limits for the General Assembly.

Apportionment/Districting
Support an impartial districting process with opportunity for citizen participation. Support districts that are compact,
contiguous, bounded by a non-intersecting line, and follow political boundaries as much as possible.

State Government Finance

Support taxation that is fair and equitable, provides adequate resources for government programs while allowing
flexibility for financing future program changes, is understandable to the taxpayer and encourages compliance, and is
easy to administer.

Social Policy

Primary and Secondary Education

Support the use of public funds only for public schools. Support an elected State Board of Education whose responsibility
is policy making/planning. Support state education standards as a method of attaining a high- quality education. Support
state funding for education that guarantees a realistic and equitable level of per-pupil expenditures, and support local
school districts assuming a reasonable share of the financial burden.

Higher Education

Support funding by the state to ensure that all Ohio citizens have access to higher education that provides general
education and job preparation. Support Board of Regents, appointed by the Governor with confirmation by the Senate, to
be a planning, coordinating board with broad policy-making powers.

Juvenile Justice

Support community-based, least restrictive placement; rights and humane treatment of children who are juvenile
offenders; alternative educational services; gender-specific treatment programs; unbiased treatment regardless of race,
ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, disability, religion, or socio-economic status; statewide
uniform standards for dealing with juvenile records. Oppose holding children in adult jails.

Capital Punishment
Support abolition of the death penalty and a moratorium on use of the death penalty.

Human Trafficking

Support legislation to stop human forced labor and sex trafficking. Adult and child victims should be provided with
services as needed. Aggressive enforcement of laws should include cooperation among agencies, strategies to reduce
demand, training, and necessary funding.

Natural Resources

Water

Support policies and procedures that provide for joint, cooperative planning and administration along watershed lines and
across political boundaries; stringent water quality standards accompanied by strong enforcement and means of
implementation; and adequate state financing, including incentives to local governments and industries for expediting
water pollution abatement.

Solid Waste

Support the philosophy that solid waste, from generation to ultimate disposal, must be purposefully and systematically
controlled by all levels of government in order to provide efficient service, protect the environment, and achieve
successful resource recovery. Support measures to forestall depletion of our natural resources and to recover
nonrenewable resources.

Hazardous Materials and Hazardous Waste

Support state policies and programs that emphasize the following hazardous waste management options in order of
priority: waste reduction, toxicity reduction, and waste elimination; waste separation and concentration; energy/material
recovery; waste exchange; and chemical, biological, physical, and thermal treatment.

Land Use

Support both urban revitalization and farmland preservation and the curbing of urban sprawl. Support the role of the
state in providing authority and incentives for local governments to plan regionally and to exercise innovative planning
and regulatory techniques such as suggested in the full position. Support use of eminent domain as a last resort under
conditions specified in the full position. Support an enforcement system for appeals or arbitration where conflicts exist.

Interbasin Transfer of Water

Support diversion of water only after study of the ecological, economic, and social implications indicate that diversion
would be sustainable and only after the development of a plan to protect the affected areas during all stages of
development, operation, termination, and post-termination. Support public participation in the decision-making process.
Support participation of all concerned governments in Great Lakes resource decision- making.

Great Lakes Ecosystem

Support preserving and enhancing the environmental integrity and quality of the Great Lakes - St. Lawrence River
Ecosystem. Support the attainment and maintenance of high water quality standards throughout the Great Lakes Basin,
with emphasis on water pollution prevention. Water conservation should be a high priority of all governments in the Basin.



