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Please note: (1) the text in green was approved at Convention 2019; 
(2) the format but not meaning of the position has been rearranged for 
clarity; and (3) language to be added is in red. 

Effective Local Government and Home Rule 

LWVSC supports effective and empowered local government, as 
established in the S.C. Constitution, Chapter 8, Section 17, which states 
that “the provisions of this Constitution and all laws concerning local 
government shall be liberally construed in their favor. Powers, duties, and 
responsibilities granted local government subdivisions by this Constitution 
and by law shall include those fairly implied and not prohibited by this 
Constitution.” These powers, duties and responsibilities include but are not 
limited to: 

1.  Providing for additional options for the structure, methods of election 
and/or appointment and financing of local government bodies, including 
councils and commissions, in Accordance with Article VIII of the S.C. 
Constitution (Home Rule). 

2.  Creating annexation regulations for municipalities that: 
 a.  Permit city-initiated annexation. A referendum of resident voters in 
the area to be annexed shall take place only if there is a petition against 
the annexation. 

 b.  Permit unilateral city-initiated annexation in the case of enclaves. 

 c.  Provide for annexation by petition of the property owners in the 
area proposed to be annexed or by a combination wherein residents 
who are registered voters are given equal standing as petitioners with 
property owners. 



 d.  Establish procedures and criteria for annexation. 

 e.  Address the disposition of the property of public service and 
special purpose districts in annexed areas. 

3.  Permitting consolidation as an alternative to annexation. 

4.  Placing no constitutional limit on local debt authorization other than that 
the debt be incurred in pursuit of law. 

5.  Requiring that changes in the structures of the school board and/or 
consolidating, splitting, or redrawing school district lines should be subject 
to a referendum by the voters in the affected school district(s). 

6. Empowering local governments to regulate issues that are primarily 
local. 


