
 
 

 

Congress Should Oppose the SAVE Act  

  

Urge your Members of Congress to vote “No” on the SAVE Act  

  

 

CALL AND WRITE ABOUT IT NOW: 

➢ Senator Adam Schiff (202) 224-3841, or 
https://www.schiff.senate.gov/contact/ 

➢ Senator Alex Padilla (202) 224-3553, or 
https://www.padilla.senate.gov/contact/contact-form/ 

➢ Find your Congressional Representative to tell them to vote NO on this 
absolute train wreck for democracy. 

The nonpartisan NonprofitVOTE recommends one of the two messages below: 

Long Version: Click here 

Short Version: Click here and scroll down 

The full House may vote imminently! The time to act is now! 
 

WHY TAKE ACTION? The SAVE Act Is An Attack on the Right to Vote 

“Voting is power,” Gilda Daniels, former deputy chief in the U.S. Department of Justice Civil 

Rights Division, Voting Section, told Global Citizen in August 2020. “Voting is about: Who is 

the sheriff? Who is the district attorney? Who is the mayor? Who decides where the money 

goes? What communities are improved? That’s power and those decisions are determined by 

who gets to vote.” 

The Safeguard American Voter Eligibility (SAVE) Act (H.R. 22/S.128) is the latest, most 

widespread effort to disenfranchise millions of voters by requiring eligible voters to re-establish 

their right to cast a ballot. The nonpartisan Center for American Progress notes that the act 

would “require all Americans to prove their citizenship status by presenting 

documentation—in person—when registering to vote or updating their voter registration 

information. Specifically, the legislation would require the vast majority of Americans to rely 

on a passport or birth certificate to prove their citizenship. . . . [M]ore than 140 million 

American citizens do not possess a passport and as many as 69 million women who have taken 

their spouse’s name do not have a birth certificate matching their legal name.” 

On the surface, this may seem like due diligence to ensure that there is no voter fraud. However, 

as the Campaign Legal Center notes, the intent is to create an onerous system of identification 

requirements designed to cause processing delays and, ultimately, discourage voters from 

registering. These delays could cost them the ability to vote in the next election. 

Methods of Voter Suppression 

https://default.salsalabs.org/Te8acbb93-f3de-40ce-8cbc-0db1bce27efd/8b4e7f05-b1b9-4ce8-8c7d-081cbb9a266a
https://default.salsalabs.org/T9b48c98c-de51-46df-a4b4-2c874c1da0a1/8b4e7f05-b1b9-4ce8-8c7d-081cbb9a266a
https://www.schiff.senate.gov/contact/
http://url7848.lwv-pa.org/ls/click?upn=u001.gy-2F4XwnxnYczRKZ9SsRpjXKSKXsg57Xubgx1bOJ7erJT8sn-2FAIXsnAw-2BP6BCsh66rENO0t0aQkV6XhmFzPkwPSr3E8ZbcvsXA46pVka-2FKYUZ-2FmTAsaVilMTaLKiU9vhQfSFgRmf8fe5NXZShHuiO4cWj1hd5OdLvm5FD9NcVXIzd9crS8eXiOg0G5tvnIYK4WI016CKI5s-2BhHTvUqtvbrOjAo1im6KtdjvJ6RrllGO2J2HMqj6oM-2Be-2BuzOqG2DKzGDSf4d6oLQ7kYYIh9s7zT2oqUfFErKEOeluDHeFaysbk1U1hqacwrs3tsOrlWFxjODKmrJaz8xDZK9A0XEW0AdR6DBDr4I-2Bt-2FTzSnVp7zl-2BZJCa1ZeOYfEn4rZyITfq3bRDYTIty3G3HupzJx3Hxoejwcl-2B1XyCsS1GQ3j7fQknyUZn34SpOfOXQ9-2FEJhawKoRJsyzT9bXDErn1ZJHjXJQhnZ-2FrOXtuz-2FvVqsZV0L6w-3DhRrG_xTgVqAn4aMXp07XucA6t5ZXz6h6zXH-2BltrfyxUsZxoS7O7-2FQJYl2q87SitPM8yb0gZ-2F8JXdP-2BG1zXxbhMtG95x-2FAktRmbuO2KqxfY17cwJtpLJBHMcFppa5rhpUpxvm3DT75ci1EC4ug0G6VZgYglLDO19erqs-2BxniPd5XwNMpRkjJHxl1qZZL8M5CSOf5cCIkF9vx50MBh3tokWZFKc3rhKBVZ5GZ5LQ2wD5PZ0k4wt-2BczcuAV0YtRxRhpewwHOn2HQXaa88sHrHEoi8QC89ncNeRthofDZ43GYjGZtyVCVQtISLmPlw85ZjS91Ucx3-2Bdth4-2BV3f6L5ToKTq9oyYA-3D-3D
http://url7848.lwv-pa.org/ls/click?upn=u001.gy-2F4XwnxnYczRKZ9SsRpjdOEEAwF7b3-2FTVjbHX7AuEU-2Byi8OhUK7MYkJ11csJXGbxMm-2F017coN7YPBEcts5MJiY7dM6X2lCq-2F9qHKpErz04-3Dif7T_xTgVqAn4aMXp07XucA6t5ZXz6h6zXH-2BltrfyxUsZxoS7O7-2FQJYl2q87SitPM8yb0gZ-2F8JXdP-2BG1zXxbhMtG95x-2FAktRmbuO2KqxfY17cwJtpLJBHMcFppa5rhpUpxvm3DT75ci1EC4ug0G6VZgYglLDO19erqs-2BxniPd5XwNMpRkjJHxl1qZZL8M5CSOf5cCIkF9vx50MBh3tokWZFKc3gjFwYPxDrFiPNJ9BcrO2ZfbAUzBChE-2FthL0gveYc-2BjvZ-2FL6NYa-2BvdLRcNzUpWSxWIunPVwSjgrfBRQn2KrxVJZoXwiOKX4ITGqcAvsN8ozdV2opmkv9it30-2F3X13ZOkFA-3D-3D
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/save-act-sample-messaging/?link_id=4&can_id=de69374440addc0ebde61c1807380f71&source=email-124-nonprofit-vote-news-message-to-congress-new-blog-more&email_referrer=email_2623840&email_subject=219-nonprofit-vote-news-stop-the-save-act-new-advocacy-resource-more
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/save-act-sample-messaging/?link_id=4&can_id=de69374440addc0ebde61c1807380f71&source=email-124-nonprofit-vote-news-message-to-congress-new-blog-more&email_referrer=email_2623840&email_subject=219-nonprofit-vote-news-stop-the-save-act-new-advocacy-resource-more
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/save-act-sample-messaging/?link_id=4&can_id=de69374440addc0ebde61c1807380f71&source=email-124-nonprofit-vote-news-message-to-congress-new-blog-more&email_referrer=email_2623840&email_subject=219-nonprofit-vote-news-stop-the-save-act-new-advocacy-resource-more
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/voting-rights-act-history-and-consequences/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-save-act-would-disenfranchise-millions-of-citizens/
https://campaignlegal.org/document/fact-sheet-save-act-threatens-all-voters


 
 

There are many types of voter suppression: 

Purging of eligible voters from the rolls: 

• Database matching (using lists of ineligible voters and matching their similar names to 

legitimate registrants as a rationale for removing them from the voter rolls) 

• Caging lists (a process of targeting registered voters for removal from the rolls)   

• Purges conducted by staff 

Hurdles to casting a ballot: 

• Limitations on early and absentee voting 

• Identification requirements 

• Long lines and wait times when voting (created by limited polling places and/or hours) 

False information 

• Voting procedure disinformation 

• Candidate impersonation 

What the SAVE Act Would Do 

The SAVE Act would suppress voting by enacting: 

• Voter roll purges 

• Elimination of online voter registration 

• A requirement that eligible voters register in person, which would result in lines at 

registrars’ offices, especially in cities and counties with large populations 

• A de facto poll tax imposed through the cost to secure a certified copy of one’s birth 

certificate or pay the fees associated with getting a passport 

The potential for increased costs to state and county registrars is obvious, since additional 

resources would be needed to process in-person applicants and update voter rolls. ALL voters 

who want to update anything on their registration will be required to jump these hoops, not just 

new registrants. The taxpayers and residents of a state or county could see funds being diverted 

from critical services, all in an attempt to fix a “problem” for which there is little to no 

evidence. 

In August 2018, Senator John R. Lewis noted the rise in voter discrimination since the Supreme 

Court’s decision in Shelby v. Holder (2013), which nullified Section 4b of the Voting Rights 

Act, thus deactivating Section 5: “Thousands of people of color are being systematically denied 

access to the ballot box, many of whom have voted all their lives.” Please see the next page and 

take action to stop Congress from enacting the SAVE Act. Every eligible citizen should be able 

to vote! 

—Martha Y. Zavala, Chair, Advocacy Committee 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voter_suppression_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voter_caging
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/john-lewis-quotes/

