
  

 
 

DON’T WEAKEN SOUTH CAROLINA’S GUN LAWS: 
REJECT OPEN CARRY OF HANDGUNS (HB 3094) 

q   Bottom Line: Carrying firearms visibly in public, known as open carry, is a dangerous policy that 
makes it more likely that disagreements will turn violent. Open carry is opposed by law 
enforcement and the public. The legislature has previously rejected expanding South Carolina 
law to allow the open carry of handguns, but, even as white supremacists and other extremists 
throughout the country are open carrying at capitols to intimidate lawmakers, legislators in 
South Carolina are pushing this reckless policy again. Legislators should reject expanding open 
carry in South Carolina. 

q   HB 3094 is a dangerous bill that would allow anyone with a permit to open carry handguns 
throughout the state. 

Ø   South Carolina has long prohibited the open carry of handguns, a strong statement in favor 
of public safety.1 The state does allow people who undergo a background check and take 
firearm safety training to obtain a permit to carry a concealed handgun in public.2 

Ø   HB 3094 would allow a person with a permit to open carry a handgun anywhere a person 
can currently carry concealed. This would allow people to open carry handguns at protests 
and demonstrations, playgrounds and other places children play, and bars and other places 
that serve alcohol. Businesses that allow currently allow concealed carry would be required 
to post a sign at every entrance if they wanted to prohibit the open carry of handguns in 
their stores and restaurants. In fact, when Texas allowed the open carry of handguns, some 
businesses that previously allowed people to carry concealed handguns decided to prohibit 
all firearms.3 

Ø   There is a strong public safety argument for prohibiting the open carry of handguns even 
though South Carolina allows concealed carry of handguns with a permit: A visible gun has 
been found to make people more aggressive.4 Whether permitted or not, allowing people to 
open carry more guns makes it more likely that disagreements will turn into violent conflicts. 

q   Open carry is opposed by the public and law enforcement. 

Ø   In a 2018 poll, 90 percent of South Carolina voters—including 90 percent of Republicans, 92 
percent of Democrats, 89 percent of gun-owning households, and 90 percent of households 
with permit holders—supported prohibiting people from openly carrying loaded handguns 
in public places.5  

Ø   Law enforcement and the public understand that open carry is dangerous. One poll 
conducted in Texas before that state allowed the open carry of handguns showed that a 
signification portion of citizens opposed open carry.6 A survey of Texas police chiefs that 
year found that nearly 75 percent opposed open carry.7 

Ø   Open carry makes it more difficult for law enforcement officers to do their job during active 
shooter situations. In the July 2016 mass shooting of five police officers in Dallas, Texas, the 
work of police officers was made more difficult as they struggled to distinguish between 
people openly carry guns as part of a demonstration and the shooter who had opened fire. 
After the shooting, both the police chief and the mayor said law enforcement couldn’t tell 



 

 

“good guys with guns” from “bad guys with guns” because it perfectly legal to walk around in 
public with an exposed firearm in Texas.8 

q   Open carry is exploited by white supremacists and other extremist groups. 

Ø   Members of hate groups and anti-government militias regularly openly carry guns in a show 
of intimidation. 

Ø   In advance of a planned “Unite the Right” White Nationalist rally in Charlottesville, VA on 
August 12, 2017, a self-styled “militia group” descended on the city, openly carrying 
handguns and military-style rifles. Later that day, a white supremacist rammed a car into a 
crowd of counter-protestors, killing one person and injuring 19 others.9 

Ø   In recent months, armed extremists have showed up at at state houses throughout the 
country openly displaying firearms in an attempt to intimidate lawmakers over the results of 
the 2020 elections and to protest actions taken to combat the COVID-19 pandemic.10 The FBI 
has warned South Carolina law enforcement of possible armed protests in Columbia in the 
weeks after the deadly insurrection at the U.S. Capitol.11  

Ø   Extremists have also used demonstrations against police violence, spurred by the death of 
George Floyd, to openly display firearms to incite fear, suppress civil discourse, and threaten 
public safety.12  
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