
A response to the Student Safety and Protection Resolution

Check these facts on the following websites:

Illinois Gun Violence Prevention Coalition: https://ilgvp.com
Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America: http://momsdemandaction.org

Violence Policy Center: www.vpc.org
League of Women Voters of Illinois: www.lwvil.org

Should we Arm our Teachers?

In the spring of 2018, a group called Illinois Carry
presented a document called the Student Safety
WƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ�ZĞƐŽůƵƟŽŶ�and posted it on their web-
site. They asked their members to approach local
ƐĐŚŽŽů�ďŽĂƌĚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƉĂƐƐĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƌĞƐŽůƵƟŽŶ͘ �dŚĞ�
purpose was to present it to the Illinois Associa-
ƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�̂ ĐŚŽŽů��ŽĂƌĚƐ�;/�^�Ϳ�ZĞƐŽůƵƟŽŶ��ŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ�
ĨŽƌ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĂŶŶƵĂů�ĐŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ�
in Chicago in November of 2018. Illinois Carry also
ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞĚ�WƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�E ŽƚĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƐŽůƵƟŽŶ͘ �
While many school boards were opposed to the
ƌĞƐŽůƵƟŽŶ͕ �ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚĞŶ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚƐ�ĚŝĚ�ĂƐŬ�ƚŽ�ƉƵƚ�ŝƚ�ŽŶ�
the agenda for debate on the floor for the IASB 
delegates.

/Ĩ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƌĞƐŽůƵƟŽŶ�ƉĂƐƐĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞůĞŐĂƚĞ�ĂƐƐĞŵďůǇ͕�
then the IASB will work to support and advocate
ĨŽƌ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƟŽŶ�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞƐ�ůŽĐĂů�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ďŽĂƌĚƐ�
ƚŚĞ�ŽƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĚĞǀ ĞůŽƉŝŶŐ�ƐĂĨĞƚǇ�ƉůĂŶƐ�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ŵĂǇ������
include administrators, faculty, and teachers to be
trained and licensed to carry a firearm in school 
while students are present.

Illinoiscarry.com describes itself as “a website
devoted to advancing your right to carry in Illinois.
A not-for-ƉƌŽĮ ƚ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶ�ĚĞĚŝĐĂƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚͲ
ŝŶŐ� ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂů� ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ� ĂďŽƵƚ� ƚŚĞ� ůĂǁ ĨƵů�����
ĂĐƋƵŝƐŝƟŽŶ͕ �ƉŽƐƐĞƐƐŝŽŶ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ĐĂƌƌǇŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�Į ƌĞĂƌŵƐ�ŝŶ�
/ůůŝŶŽŝƐ�ĂƐ�ǁ Ğůů�ĂƐ�ĂĐƟǀ ĞůǇ�ƉƌĞƐĞƌǀ ŝŶŐ͕�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŶŐ͕�
and advancing the Second Amendment Right to
Carry for personal safety of self and others.”

Illinois currently prohibits the
knowing possession or carrying of
any firearm, stun gun, or taser on or 
about the person in any public or
private elementary or secondary
school, on the person or in a vehicle on the real
property of any school, in any conveyance owned,
leased or contracted by a school to transport
students to or from school or a school related
ĂĐƟǀ ŝƚǇ͕�Žƌ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶ�ŝŶ�Ă�ǀ ĞŚŝĐůĞ�Žƌ�ĂŶǇ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�
way within 1,000 feet of the real property com-
ƉƌŝƐŝŶŐ�Ă�ƐĐŚŽŽů͘��dŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƐŽŵĞ�ĞǆĐĞƉƟŽŶƐ͕ ������
including law enforcement and school security
officers.  This law would have to be changed if this 
ƌĞƐŽůƵƟŽŶ�ŝƐ�ƉĂƐƐĞĚ͘ ��

D ĂŶǇ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ďĞůŝĞǀ Ğ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ĂůƚĞƌŶĂƟǀ Ğ�
ƚŚŝŶŐƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ĚŽŶĞ�ůŝŬĞ�ďĂŶŶŝŶŐ�Žƌ�ƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƟŶŐ�
use of high power assault weapons and large clip
ĂŵŵƵŶŝƟŽŶ� ƚŽ�ůĂǁ �ĞŶĨŽƌĐĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ͕����
universal background checks, federal ban on
ŝŶƚĞƌƐƚĂƚĞ�ŐƵŶ�ƚƌĂĸ ĐŬŝŶŐ͕�ĞǆƚƌĞŵĞ�ƌŝƐŬ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ�
orders (Red Flag Laws), and funding for gun
violence research.

The AMERICAN FEDERATION OF TEACHERS and
the NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION are two
ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƌŐĞƐƚ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶƐ�ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƟŶŐ�ĞĚƵĐĂͲ
ƟŽŶ�ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂůƐ͘ �dŚĞǇ�ŽƉƉŽƐĞ�ĂůůŽǁ ŝŶŐ�ŐƵŶƐ�ŝŶƚŽ�
our schools and have consistently rejected calls to
arm teachers.
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What do the experts think?



What’s the difference be-
tween the American Le-
gion and the Veterans of

Foreign Wars?

dŚĞ�s /K>�E ���WK>/�z���E d�Z͕ �Ă�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂů�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶ�
working to stop death and injury, did a study in 2017 and found that
&�/�ĚĂƚĂ�ƐŚŽǁ �ƚŚĂƚ�Ɖƌŝǀ ĂƚĞ�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐ�ƵƐĞ�ŐƵŶƐ�ƚŽ�ŚĂƌŵ�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀ ĞƐ�Žƌ�
ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ĨĂƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƚŽ�ũƵƐƟĮ ĂďůǇ�Ŭŝůů�ŝŶ�ƐĞůĨ-defense. They also found
ƚŚĂƚ�ƚƌĂŝŶĞĚ�ƉŽůŝĐĞ�Žĸ ĐĞƌƐ�ŚĂĚ�Ă�ϮϬй �Śŝƚ�ƌĂƟŽ�ŝŶ�ĂƌŵĞĚ�ĐŽŶĨƌŽŶƚĂƟŽŶƐ͕ �
meaning that only 20% of shots fired hit the intended target. 

The DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY reports that between
2014 and 2016, its personnel lost a total of 228 firearms, many          
because they were not secured properly.

•In 2017 a gunman opened fire at a Walmart in Colorado and several 
shoppers pulled out their handguns. Police said that delayed their
ŝŶǀ ĞƐƟŐĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�Į ǀ Ğ�ŚŽƵƌƐ�ǁ ŚŝůĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁ ŽƌŬĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ�
the shooter by taking each individual with a firearm to compare with 
the surveillance video so they could eliminate them as a suspect.

• In 2011 in Arizona a shooter opened fire in a parking lot for a grocery 
ƐƚŽƌĞ͘� , Ğ� ǁ ŽƵŶĚĞĚ� ϭϯ� ƉĞŽƉůĞ͕� ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ� ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀ Ğ� ' ĂďďǇ�
Giffords.  A witness pulled out his handgun and almost shot the person 
who disarmed the shooter as he rounded the corner and thought he
was the gunman.

•The chaos created in a school environment would make it hard to
ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŚŽŽƚĞƌ͕�ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ�ŝĨ�ŝƚ�ǁ ĂƐ�Ă�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ͘ �/ƚ�ŽŌĞŶ�ƚĂŬĞƐ�Ă�ǁ ŚŝůĞ�����
before everyone knows exactly who the shooter is and how many are
ƐŚŽŽƟŶŐ͘��/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ͕ �Ă�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ƚĂŬĞ�Ă�ǁ ĞĂƉŽŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ă�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌ�Žƌ�
find weapons in storage.   

ͻ���ϮϬϬϲ�ĂƌƟĐůĞ�ŝŶ�Archives of Pediatrics (Miller) notes that students
may be aware of where and how teachers keep their firearms and how 
ƚŽ�ŽďƚĂŝŶ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ͘ ���ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂƌĞ�ŽŌĞŶ�Ăǁ ĂƌĞ�ŽĨ�ǁ ŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�Žǁ Ŷ�ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ�
store guns and more than one third reported handling their parent’s
ŐƵŶƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ƚĞůůŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ͘ ��/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ǀ ĂƐƚ�ŵĂũŽƌŝƚǇ�ŽĨ���
ĂĐĐŝĚĞŶƚĂů�ƐŚŽŽƟŶŐƐ�ŽĨ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂƌĞ�ĚŽŶĞ�ďǇ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ǁ ŚŽ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�Ă�ŐƵŶ�
belonging to a family member.

What do
Students and
Teachers Say?

“I wanted to go back to when blood
hadn’t stained the walls of our cam-
pus. But we couldn’t go back. Even
when people come up to us quietly
to say thank you, you never know if
they are just trying to shoot you at
close range.”

….…..Emma González
Parkland survivor

New York Times Opinion 10/7/18

“I am strongly against gun violence.
If teachers have guns, the shooter
might target them first. It would       
make students and teachers
anxious.”

……….Nathan, 8th grade student
Naperville School District 203
�ŽĂƌĚ�D ĞĞƟŶŐ��ϭϬͬ ϭϱͬ ϭϴ

“Teachers do not want to carry a gun
nor do they want to work in a building
where others than police carry. I hope
/�^�� ǁ ŽƵůĚ� ǁ ŽƌŬ�ŽŶ�ŐĞƫ ŶŐ�ŵŽƌĞ�
funds to provide for more mental
health professionals in schools.”

…….Mark Bailey, 203 Teacher Assoc.
Naperville School Dist. 203
�ŽĂƌĚ��D ĞĞƟŶŐ�ϭϬͬ ϭϱͬ ϭϴ

League of Women Voters of Illinois Position on Gun Violence Prevention

dŽ�ĐƵƌď�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽůŝĨĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�Ɖƌŝǀ ĂƚĞownership of handguns and their irresponsible use, the League supports a ban
on the further ŵĂŶƵĨĂĐƚƵƌĞ͕�ƐĂůĞ͕�ƚƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŚĂŶĚŐƵŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉĂƌƚƐ͘ The League advocates
ƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƟŶŐ access to ĂƵƚŽŵĂƟĐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞŵŝ-ĂƵƚŽŵĂƟĐ�ĂƐƐĂƵůƚ�ƚǇƉĞ weapons. These weapons present a clear and
unequivocal danger to public safety. The >ĞĂŐƵĞ�ďĞůŝĞǀ ĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�ƚŽ�ƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƚ or prohibit the possession and
sale, ŵĂŶƵĨĂĐƚƵƌĞ͕�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚĂƟŽŶ of semi-ĂƵƚŽŵĂƟĐ�ĂƐƐĂƵůƚ�ƚǇƉĞ�ǁ ĞĂƉŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ private ownership.
�ĚĚŝƟŽŶĂůůǇ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂůĞ�ŽĨ ĂŵŵƵŶŝƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ǁ ĞĂƉŽŶƐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ restricted or prohibited. The League favors
ƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƟǀ Ğ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƟŽŶ�Ăƚ both the state and federal levels.

Should we Arm our Teachers ………...Page 2

More Guns is not the Answer
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