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GENERAL ELECTION DAY Is NOVEMBER 3, 2026
* Polls are open from 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. * ‘

LAsT DAY TO REGISTER TO VOTE: October 5

EARLY IN-PERSON VOTING begins on October 6 and
concludes on November 1. Find the schedule at
VoteOhio.gov. Early voting is only available at the Butler »
County Board of Elections.

VoTe-By-MAiL (absentee ballot) REQUEST FORMS
must be received by the Board of Election (:{0]3) by
8:30pm the Tuesday preceding the election (October 27).
Request forms can be submitted by mail, in person, or via

the BOE’s 24-hour secured drop box.

VoTEe-By-MAIL (absentee) BALLOTS returned by U.S. Mail
must be received by the Board of Elections no later than
Election Day, November 3. They may also be returned in
person to the Board of Elections by the close of polls on
Election Day. Do not return them to polling places.

FIND YOUR
PERSONALIZED
BALLOT

REGISTER CHECK YOUR
ONLINE . REGISTRATION

voterlookup.

vote41l.org olvr.ohiosos.gov ohiosos.gov
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This guide is published by the League of Women Voters of the Oxford

Comments or questions? ) . ) )
Area, a nonpartisan organization. It provides a nonpartisan forum

Contact the League of Women Voters of the Oxford Area by mail at
PO Box 504, Oxford, OH 45056 or by email: lwvoxford@gmail.com

for candidates to share their perspectives with voters, and provides

information about ballot issues and voting access.




ID REQUIREMENTS AND ABSENTEE BALLOTS

How do you vote using an

absentee ballot?

* The Ohio Secretary of State sends registered voters
an absentee (mail-in) ballot application form in
presidential and gubernatorial election years (even-
numbered years).

*If you do not receive a mail-in ballot application,
you may request one using Form 11-A available to
print from VoteOhio.gov or from the Butler County
Board of Elections by calling (513)-887-3700 or visit
elections.bcohio.gov and click on “Request your
absentee mail ballot.”

* You cannot request an absentee ballot using any form
other than Form 11-A.

* Your absentee ballot request must be received by the
Board of Elections no later than 8:30 pm on the Tuesday
immediately preceding Election Day (Oct. 27).

* Vote-by-mail (absentee) ballots returned by U.S. Mail
must be received by the Board of Elections no later
than Election Day or delivered in person to the Board
of Elections by the close of polls on Election Day.

* Do not return absentee ballots to polling places.

The U.S. Postal Service (USPS) estimates that mail delivery

may take 2 to 5 days. Please plan accordingly to ensure

your ballot is received on time.

What is the ID Requirement for Early
In-Person and Election Day Voting?
You’ll need one of the following forms of
unexpired photo IDs:

+ Ohio driver’s license;

- State of Ohio ID card;

* Interim ID form issued by the Ohio BMV;

* AUS passport;

* AUS passport card;

» US military ID card,;

» Ohio National Guard ID card; or

* US Department of Veterans Affairs ID card.

All photo IDs must have the following:
* An expiration date that has not passed;
* A photograph of the voter;

* The voter's name, which must substantially conform to

the voter's name as it appears in the Poll List or in the

Poll Book.

You cannot vote in person with:

A driver’s license issued by another state, a copy of
a photo ID, a digital ID, utility bill, bank statement,
government check, paycheck, or other government
document as a form of ID.

Note: An unexpired Ohio Driver’s License, Ohio ID Card,
or Interim ID form issued by the Ohio BMV with your
former address is an acceptable form of ID when your

current address is in the pollbook.

Learn more about

ID requirements:

ohiosos.gov/elections/

voter-ID-requirements

What is the ID Requirement

for Voting by Mail?

You’ll need to demonstrate your identity in one of the
following ways:

+ Last 4 digits of your Social Security Number.

+ Ohio driver’s license number or Ohio ID card number.

OR

A COPY of one of the following: your Ohio driver’s
license, Ohio state ID card or interim D form issued by
the Ohio BMV; a US passport or passport card; a US
military, or ID card, Ohio National Guard ID card, or
US Department of Veterans Affairs card.

How Can You Obtain the Required ID?

Obhio residents who wish to drive can apply for an Ohio

Driver’s License at an Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles.

There is a fee charged for a driver’s license.

If you are a resident of Ohio 17 years or older and do
not have an Ohio Driver’s License, you qualify for a free
BMV-issued State ID Card. If an individual has a driver’s
license in a different state and applies for an Ohio ID,
the driver’s license from that state will be canceled. If the
individual holds an Ohio driver’s license and applies for

an Ohio ID, they will be downgraded to a State ID.

Visit Ohio BMV for

more information:

bmv.ohio.gov/
driver-license.aspx
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How Can You Vote if You Have a
Disability or Need Assistance?

Vote curbside: You can vote curbside if you are a voter
with a disability and you are physically unable to enter
your early voting location or polling location. With
curbside voting, two poll workers from opposite major
political parties bring out a ballot, and you have the
option to sit in your vehicle to vote or vote at the door
of the early voting location or polling location. If early
voting, arrangements must be made to vote curbside
at the early voting location prior to arrival. If voting on
Election Day, you may send another person into the
polling location to inform poll workers of your desire to

vote curbside.

Request an accessible absentee ballot: Ohio voters
with disabilities can request an accessible absentee
ballot, which is an absentee ballot in an accessible format
that can be marked with assistive technology. This is a
secure, safe, and accessible option to vote privately and

independently.

Vote early in person or by mail: Allvoters in Ohio have
options to request and receive in the mail an absentee
ballot to be marked at their leisure. Ohio voters can vote

early in person at their county-designated early voting

location.

Learn more about assistance:

ohiosos.gov/elections/voters/

voters-with-disabilities/

early-voting/

If you are hospitalized, unable to sign, or have other

unforeseen circumstances, contact the Butler County

Board of Elections: (513)-887-3700.

The League of Women Voters, founded in 1920, is a
nonpartisan political organization that encourages
informed and active participation in government,
and works to increase understanding of major public
policy through education and advocacy. The League
of Women Voters provides nonpartisan information
and educational services to citizens.

Learn more about the
League of Women Voters
of the Oxford Area
LWVOxford.org
Facebook: facebook.com/
Iwvoxford
Instagram: @lwv_oxford

LWVOxford.org




CANDIDATES

Questions were selected by the

League of Women Voters.

Candidates were given 750
characters for each question
response, and they are solely
responsible for their answers.
Responses are printed exactly as
candidates submitted them.

The League of Women Voters of
the Oxford Area, in publishing
this material, does not endorse
any candidate or their written
positions.

GOVERNOR

Term: 4 years

Responsibilities: Ensures that all
state laws are executed, reports the
condition of the state, & presents a
proposed budget to the legislature.
They represent you as the chief
executive of the State of Ohio, where
they:

« Set state policy by approving,
vetoing, & giving feedback on
proposed laws & overseeing their
execution.

« Propose & sign the state budget
that decides funding for education,
health & Medicaid services, state
prisons, developmental services,
State parks, state agencies, & much
more.

« Appoint state department officials
who lead agencies that carry out
laws & create policies impacted by
state budget. These departments
include Transportation, Insurance,
Veteran Services, Rehabilitation &
Corrections, Taxation, Commerce,
& many more.

« Serve on the Ohio Redistricting
Commission to redraw Ohio’s state
& congressional districts.

» Manage emergencies such as
natural disasters & command the
Ohio National Guard.

Questions:

1. What changes would you make,
if any, to voting and elections
policy?

2. What type of tax reform, if any,
would best serve Ohio?

3. How would you address concerns
about the rising cost of living?

4.What are your priorities for K-12
and higher education?

5. How would you reduce
hyperpartisanship and promote
civility?

6.How will you approach re-
drawing legislative district lines?

Amy
Acton

(Democrat)

Website: actonforgovernor.com
Facebook: facebook.com/amyactonoh
X: amyactonoh

Education: Northeast Ohio Medical Uni-
versity BS/MD; The Ohio State University
MPH

Training & Experience: None Provided

Question 1: Both Republican and Demo-
cratic officials attest to the security of
Ohio elections; however, I oppose the
recent and repeated efforts to cast doubt
on the integrity of our elections, which
erode public trust in the foundation of our
democracy. I reject efforts by some to use
unfounded claims of widespread voter
fraud as justification for restrictive voting
measures that make it harder for eligible
Ohioans to participate in the electoral
process under current law.

Question 2: Ohioans are working harder
than ever, but they just can’t make ends
meet. My ActOn Costs Agenda will lower
costs, help Ohioans keep more of their
money by cutting taxes, and put money
back in people’s pockets. My Working
Families Tax Cut includes an Earned
Income Credit that will support up to
775,000 working families and a child tax

credit of $1,000 a year for children aged
0-6 and $500 for children aged 7-18 for
families making up to $85,000 in annual
income. As governor, I will expand the
Homestead Exemption so more of Ohio’s
seniors are eligible for property tax relief,
introduce a property tax spike rebate, and
crack down on predatory collection prac-
tices. I will also fully implement the Fair
School Funding Plan, which will decrease
the local property tax burden.

Question 3: As a doctor, I've seen how
important it is that Ohioans can both ac-
cess and afford the care they need - and
right now, that simply isn't the case for so
many people in our state. As governor, I
will fight to lower healthcare costs by pro-
tecting against attacks on Medicaid and
Medicare, launch an online platform to
leverage Ohio’s purchasing power on pre-
scription drugs, and forgive medical debt.
I will work to lower healthcare premiums
through transparency, and crack down
on surprise billing and predatory collec-
tion practices. Our energy bills are too
high, and as governor, I will fight to lower
your bills through an energy strategy that
enhances production, incorporates the
lowest-cost and cleanest sources of en-
ergy, and expands access to cost-saving
programs.

Question 4: First, I will fully and con-
stitutionally fund our public schools,
allowing us to prioritize students, educa-
tors, and schools to reduce the pressure
on local property taxes. Second, Ohio’s
private school voucher program is send-
ing billions of hardworking Ohioans’ tax
dollars to fund private schools with no
accountability. I will tackle the out-of-
control private school voucher system and
push for desperately needed transparency
regarding where those billions are be-
ing spent. Third, I will use those savings
to invest in best practices that will bring
Ohio’s schools into the 21st century, with
cutting-edge literacy and math programs
that help kids prepare for the workforce. I
will invest in new approaches to math and
literacy programs to make sure theyre
tied to real-world demands.

Question 5: Everywhere I go, Ohioans
share their stories and exhaustion at the
chaos, hate, and vitriol in our politics.
People are longing for public servants who
solve problems instead of creating them
- leaders who address the issues that all
of us want to be solved: costs, affordable
childcare, lowering property taxes, pro-
viding dignity while aging in place, safety,
and good-paying jobs that provide a high
quality of life. I am not a politician; I am
a doctor and a public servant who has

worked with both Republicans and Demo-
crats. Ohio needs a leader who will bring
people to the table and work through the
hard issues. As governor, I am committed
to having leadership in my cabinet from
both parties because my top priority is
solving problems and delivering real re-
sults for Ohioans.

Question 6: Ohioans have spoken loud
and clear that they want to end gerryman-
dering in Ohio. Theyve figured out that
gerrymandering is a key reason Ohio has
been going in the wrong direction for so
long, and why extremists and special in-
terests run Ohio. And theyre right. Despite
the voters’ mandate and the clear require-
ments of Ohio’s constitution, politicians
in Columbus have abused the process,
broken the law, and defied multiple court
rulings to continue to gerrymander Ohio’s
districts. As governor, I will have a seat
at the table in the 2030-31 map-drawing
process. In that role, I will fight for fair and
constitutional districts that put the people
back in charge of their government. I will
oppose any rigged map, and I will veto any
bill that tries to gerrymander Ohio once
again.

Don
Kissick

(Libertarian)

i

Website: donkissick.com

Facebook: facebook.com/
DonKissickLiberty

X: None Provided
Education: None Provided

Training & Experience: Military Back-
ground

Question 1: Especially when it comes to
the Save America Act; we're finding that
it's incredibly problematic because it’s
targeting people who are typically demo-
cratic voters so the overreach from an act
like that is something we speak ardently
against. Overall though, we've found that
the current system has disenfranchised
challenger parties like ours because it fa-
vors simplistic duopolistic voting. Rank
Choice or STAR Voting, something more
like a survey model where I can say — my
first choice is X, my second choice is Y, and
my third choice is Z is much more favor-
able to challenger parties because it sees
more of the grey complexity that is how
people view and think, Given the fact that



49% of Ohio identify themselves as politi-
cally homeless — it makes alot of sense to
change the way we're voting.

Question 2: As it pertains to abolishing
property tax- we are in favor of it but you
first have to address a few key strings:
1. Investors in residential real estate
2. How were addressing education. It's
a case of a balance sheet inflows, we can
replace our property tax revenue with lo-
cal consumption-based taxes especially
on luxury goods and you can also look at
the sin taxes like marijuana, cigarettes,
gambling (especially the lottery), and al-
cohol. In the case of outflows—we have a
lot of money going to corporate subsidies,
international donations, and the school
system—in particular with the school sys-
tem if you remove teaching towards the
test and compliance-based programs you
can significantly reduce the budget be-
cause those systems are costly to manage.
It’s about balancing the budget.

Question 3: This is a tough one because
rising costs are being caused by a number
of things outside of our control- the war
and tariffs which both will cause supply
chain issues. We've talked a lot about de-
regulation for the small business because
the amount of taxes and regulations im-
pacting the small business owner has
essentially been constricting them out
of business. On top of that if we can cre-
ate a more collaborative environment for
resources in the given locales like opener
and more collaborative coalitions for
mental health nonprofits, housing, small
business incubators—you can drive jobs
back to the smaller communities which
will in theory drive more business back to
the mom and pop shops—especially if you
eliminate the subsidies that have gone to
mainly large scale corporations

Question 4: As mentioned, we’d focus on
ending compliance-based testing pro-
grams which are costly to manage and
create additional bureaucracy in admin-
istrators.

Similar to business, where my boss trusts
me to do the work—and in theory my boss
is supposed to be either more educated,
more certified, or more experience than
me—we should move towards a model
where because this teacher has indicated
they have a mastery over math or a mas-
tery over English, I should trust them that
theyre teaching their students mastery.
We can use testing for diagnostic pur-
poses, you could also have more portfolio-
based modeling for students; but at the
end of the day, if that teacher is a master
of the topic and the department head or
admin over them has said theyre doing an

adequate job—who am I to say otherwise?

Question 5: The first step in loving thy
neighbor is to step outside to meet them.
We've become so engrained in our own
echo chambers that if youre left or right,
that’s your sole identity. I want to have
people recognize that we're all people and
the bulk of us are wanting what’s best for
the community were just disagreeing
about how to do that. The way to break
echo chambers is to be curious, not judg-
mental. Ask questions first, clarify why
someone believes something, and be open
to dialogue. We win when we win together.
We've already started doing this—we've
hosted townhall events across the state
where we've invited democrats, republi-
cans, libertarians, and independents to
just talk about the issues and how to solve
them. And we do it in a way where were
trying to listen more than we talk.

Question 6: I will make this clear—what’s
gone on in Ohio with the constant redraw-
ing of legislative district lines has shown
just how toxic our institution is. It wasn't
perfect but something like what was pro-
posed in 2024 with issue 1 where you have
a nonpartisan committee that takes into
account all recognized parties in the state
is something I'd love to come back up on
the ballot. Candidly it was short sighted
when the GOP shot it down because they
don’t recognize that when the Dems come
into power, the power struggle to remove
them will be just the same as the power
struggle the dems are facing in unhousing
the GOP. Make it equitable (which issue 1
was attempting to do) and give the people
the chance to actually vote for what they
want. Make politicians stand on their own
merit.

NO

Vivek
PHOTO Ramaswamey
25(0)'/10]20}  (Republican)

Website: None Provided

Facebook: None Provided

X: None Provided

Education: None Provided

Training & Experience: None Provided

Volunteer & Community Service: None
Provided

Question 1: None Provided
Question 2: None Provided

Question 3: None Provided
Question 4: None Provided
Question 5: None Provided
Question 6: None Provided

LT. GOVERNOR

Note: The Governor and Lieutenant
Governor run as a single ticket but
appear separately here to allow for
different questions.

Term: 4years

Responsibilities: Succeeds governor
in the event of death, conviction by
impeachment, or disability of the
governor. They represent you as the
deputy chief executive of the State of
Ohio, where they:

« Succeed the Governor in the event of
death, conviction by impeachment,
or disability of the governor

« Serve as a member of the governor’s
cabinet & oversees meetings in the
governor’s absence

« Can be appointed as the leader of an
administrative department

« Serve as the governor’s
representative on any board,
agency, committee, or commission
on which the governor is a member

« Has appointment authority to any
nonelective body in the executive
department or other area the
governor considers in the interest of
the state.

Questions:

1. What are the most important
functions of the lieutenant
governor, and why?

2. What are your top two policy
priorities for the next four years?

3.Are you interested in leading a
state agency? Which agency, and
why?

4.How would you reduce
hyperpartisanship and promote
civility?

5. How will you represent the
diverse interests of all Ohioans?

NO
PHOTO

David
Pepper

PROVIDED (Democrat)

Website: None Provided

Facebook: None Provided

X: None Provided

Education: None Provided

Training & Experience: None Provided

Volunteer & Community Service: None
Provided

Question 1: None Provided
Question 2: None Provided
Question 3: None Provided
Question 4: None Provided
Question 5: None Provided

James
Mills

(Libertarian)

Website: donkissick.com

Facebook: facebook.com/
James-Mills-for-Lt-Gove

X: None Provided

Education: MBA from Xavier, Econ and
political science degree from UC

Training and Experience: 10 years in fi-
nance with various professional designa-
tions like retirement planning counselor,
and securities and insurance evaluations

Training & Experience: None Provided

Volunteer & Community Service: Run a
clothing drive where we distribute coats
to the homeless

Question 1: The ability to preside over the
state senate. One of the most prominent
facets of LT. Governor is to help implement
the legislative agenda so when Don and I
talk about bolstering an environment to
overturn citizens united and get rid of
money in politics, to focus on deregulating
the small business owner, or even some of
the influences we've seen with local law
enforcement working with ICE- as a Lt.
Governor having the ability to influence
legislative agenda, these are all things I



can imbue the state senate to start work-
ingon.

Question 2: First rebuild Ohio’s economic
engine by expanding access for small
businesses and workers: cutting barriers,
opening up capital and contracts, and cre-
ating real pathways to growth. Second, re-
store trust in government through trans-
parency and accountability—making sure
every dollar is trackable, every decision is
open, and the system works for people, not
insiders.

Question 3: I'd take an active role in
strengthening ethics oversight and trans-
parency across state agencies, while lead-
ing workforce and economic development
efforts that actually connect Ohioans to
real opportunity. That means cleaner gov-
ernment, open access to contracts, and
building pathways for workers and small
businesses to grow.

Question 4: The first step in loving thy
neighbor is to step outside to meet them.
We've become so engrained in our own
echo chambers that if you're left or right,
that’s your sole identity. I want to have
people recognize that we're all people and
the bulk of us are wanting what'’s best for
the community were just disagreeing
about how to do that. The way to break
echo chambers is to be curious, not judg-
mental. Ask questions first, clarify why
someone believes something, and be open
to dialogue. We win when we win together.
We've already started doing this- we've
hosted townhall events across the state
where we've invited democrats, republi-
cans, libertarians, and independents to
just talk about the issues and how to solve
them. And we do it in a way where were
trying to listen more than we talk.

Question 5: I grew up in a lower-middle-
class Ohio family, worked across finance,
construction, and nonprofit service, and
I'm raising my kids here—so I've lived a lot
of the realities Ohioans face. Representing
diverse perspectives isn't about checking
boxes: it’s about building systems where
everyone has a voice and a fair shot. I'll
stay grounded by being present in com-
munities across the state, listening first,
and making sure our policies actually re-
flect the people they impact—not just the

people in the room.

NO

Robert
PHOTO McColley
2030l (Republican)

Website: None Provided

Facebook: None Provided

X: None Provided

Education: None Provided

Training & Experience: None Provided
Volunteer & Community Service: None
Provided

Question 1: None Provided

Question 2: None Provided

Question 3: None Provided

Question 4: None Provided

Question 5: None Provided

ATTORNEY
GENERAL

Term: 4 years

Responsibilities: Represents the

state in all legal cases in which the
state is a party or has a significant
interest. They represent you as the

Chief Legal Officer of the State of

Ohio, where they:

« Represent Ohio in all court cases
where Ohio has a significant
interest & provide legal counsel
to all elected state officials, state
departments, commissions, & the
General Assembly

« Coordinate with local law
enforcement at their request &
provide criminal justice support
services, & approve summaries for
proposed citizen ballot initiatives

+ Lead Ohio enforcement authority
for Ohio law, including Ohio’s laws
in consumer protection, antitrust
actions, human trafficking,
organized crime, & nursing home
patient abuse & neglect

« Decide which issues & cases to
prioritize & pursue.

Questions:

1. What are the most important
functions of the attorney general,

and why?

2. What divisions (e.g. consumer
protection, environment, civil
rights, immigration, elections, etc)
will you prioritize, and why?

3. When is it appropriate to bring

cases on behalf of Ohio to federal
court?

4.How will you represent the
diverse interests of all Ohioans?

5. What changes would you make,
if any, regarding transparency in
government?

John
Kulewicz

(Democrat)

15h

Website: None Provided

Facebook: facebook.com/
profile.php?id=6158027479

X: JohnKulewicz

Education: B.A. History at Ohio State, J.D.
at Yale Law School

Training & Experience: Partner at at
Vorys, Sater, Seymour & Pease, 1987-2024;
Associate attorney, 1981-1987

Volunteer & Community Service: I have
previously served as board president of the
Columbus Zoo, Catholic Social Services,
and Federal Bar Association (Columbus);
and as a member of the Ohio Bicentennial
Commission and Ohio Historical Society
Board.

Question 1: The Attorney General is the
chief law officer of the State of Ohio. They
are responsible for police officer training
and certification, consumer protection,
anti-trust enforcement, and rooting out
corruption in our state and local govern-
ments.

Question 2: Right now, times are tough.
I would prioritize the section of the of-
fice that handle consumer protection,
anti-trust, and anti-corruption efforts to
ensure that Ohioans are being given a fair
shake in the economy. These are not the
most glamorous cases to bring, but they
make a real difference for working people
all across the state.

Question 3: It is appropriate only when
the rights of Ohio and the rights of The
People of Ohio are directly under attack.

Question 4: Everyone is equal under the
law. I am campaigning the same way I
will govern. That means going everywhere
across the state and listening to the needs
of The People of Ohio. The Ohio Attorney
General is The People’s Lawyer, meaning
your job is only accountable to The People,
not the political whims of the Governor or
the General Assembly or anyone else.

Question 5: I have already filed multiple
complaints with the Ohio Inspector Gen-
eral looking into the resignation of former
Ohio State President Ted Carter and JobsO-
hio’s involvement in that and the lobbying
practice of the Chairman of their Board.
I have called upon the General Assembly
to significantly rollback the privacy shield
afforded JobsOhio, as we all have a right to
see how our public money is used.

NO
PHOTO

Keith
Faber

(Republican)

PROVIDED

Website: None Provided

Facebook: None Provided

X: None Provided

Education: None Provided

Training & Experience: None Provided

Volunteer & Community Service: None
Provided

Question 1: None Provided
Question 2: None Provided
Question 3: None Provided
Question 4: None Provided
Question 5: None Provided



AUDITOR OF STATE

Term: 4 years

Responsibilities: Audits all financial
records of public offices in Ohio.
Maintains deed records of state.
They represent you as the Chief
Accounting Officer of the State of
Ohio, where they:

« Audit all Ohio public offices,
including local governments, public
schools, public libraries & state
universities, & state government
departments, agencies, &
commissions

+ Serve as watchdog for public
fraud by preventing, identifying,

& investigating fraud in public
agencies

« Serve on the Ohio Redistricting
Commission to redraw Ohio’s state
& congressional districts; Provide
financial services & oversight
to local governments, promote
transparency in government,

& decide where to direct public
financial reviews

Questions:

1. What are the most important
functions of the state auditor, and
why?

2. What are your goals for improving

the function of the auditor’s
office?

. What will you do to ensure that
y
public funds are not misused?

4.What is the auditor’s role in
investigating non-public schools?

5. How will you approach re-
drawing legislative district lines?

Annette
Blackwell

(Democrat)

Website: blackwellforohio.com
Facebook: facebook.com/AnnetteForOhio
X: AnnetteForOhio

Education: Ursuline College, B.A., Public
Relations & Corporate Communications;
Cleveland State University, Certified Pub-
lic Manager (OCPM); Indiana Wesleyan
University, ASB; St. Joseph High School,
Cleveland, High School Diploma

Training & Experience: Mayor of Maple
Heights, 2016-present; Deloitte, Senior
Property Tax Analyst, 1999-2016; Univer-
sity Hospitals Cleveland, Administrative
Coordinator, 1987-1999

Volunteer & Community Service: Black
Women’s Political Action Committee;
Cuyahoga Countys Citizens' Advisory
Council on Equity; Cuyahoga County’s
Land Reutilization Corporation Board of
Directors; Cuyahoga County Mayors &
City Managers, Executive Board Member

Question 1: The Auditor’s main func-
tion is to protect taxpayer dollars against
fraud, misuse and corruption. I further
believe that the auditor’s office should
work to support government entities in
improving financial practices to not just
comply with regulati ons, but to stretch
hard-earned taxpayer dollars.

Question 2: As Ohio’s Auditor, my top
priority is to transform the office from a
purely punitive watchdog into a proac-
tive partner for Ohio’s communities. Too
many local governments, school districts,
and small public entities lack access to the
financial expertise they need to manage
their systems well. My office will close that
resource gap. I will expand the Auditor’s
role as a trusted consultant and coach to
provide hands-on technical assistance,
training and fiscal guidance so communi-
ties can build stronger financial systems
before a crisis occurs. That said, account-
ability is non-negotiable. I will investigate
all cases of corruption and fiscal misman-
agement and hold bad actors accountable,
regardless of political affiliation.

Question 3: As Mayor of Maple Heights,
I inherited a city in fiscal emergency and

turned it around. I balanced budgets, re-
stored honest accounting, and earned
four consecutive Clean Audit Awards
from the very office I'm now running to
lead. As State Auditor, I'll bring that same
discipline statewide: proactive audits that
catch problems early, transparent public
reporting so Ohioans can see exactly how
their money is spent, and accountability
that applies to all public entities. Every
dollar protected is a dollar that stays in
our schools, roads, and communities.

Question 4: When a private institution
accepts public dollars, it must accept all
public accountability obligations. While
state spending on private school tuition
has increased, the oversight has not done
so. We need mandatory regular audits of
any schools receiving EdChoice and other
voucher program dollars. We also must re-
quire regular, consistent financial, enroll-
ment and attendance reports from these
schools. And, we must hold all schools
accountable for not complying with basic
reporting requirements.

Question 5: As a member of the Ohio Re-
districting Commission, I'll fight for fair
representation. Ohioans have made clear,
again and again, that they want districts
drawn fairly, and I'll hold that line, even
when it’s politically inconvenient. Fair
maps mean real competition, real ac-
countability, and a legislature that actu-
ally reflects the people it represents.

Frank
LaRose

(Republican)

Website: franklarose.com

Facebook: facebook.com/FrankLaRose
X: franklarose

Education: Ohio State University

Training & Experience: Ohio Secretary
of State (2018-Present), Ohio Senator
(2010-2018)

Volunteer & Community Service: Mem-
ber of the U.S. Army in the Ohio National
Guard

Question 1: The most important func-
tions of the Auditor of State are ensuring
transparency, efficiency, and accountabil-
ity in government; protecting taxpayers

from fraud, waste, and abuse; and giving
the public confidence that their tax dol-
lars are being managed responsibly. The
office plays a critical role by auditing state
and local entities, identifying weaknesses
in financial controls, investigating mis-
use of public money, and helping public
agencies operate more effectively. Those
responsibilities matter because taxpay-
ers deserve honest government, and pub-
lic officials should be held to the highest
standards when they are entrusted with
public resources. The office also performs
performance audits aimed at improving
economy, efficiency, and effectiveness in
public operations.

Question 2: My goal is to strengthen the
Auditor’s office as an independent watch-
dog that is focused not only on finding
problems, but also on helping government
work better. That means continuing to
prioritize transparency, efficiency, and
accountability; using audits and perfor-
mance reviews to identify ways agen-
cies and local governments can improve
operations; expanding efforts to detect
fraud, waste, and abuse early; and mak-
ing sure audit findings are clear, timely,
and useful to the public and to the entities
being audited. I also believe the Auditor’s
office should be a constructive partner
to local governments by helping them
improve internal controls and deliver the
services their constituents depend on, and
strengthening trust in government.

Question 3: I will insist on strong, inde-
pendent oversight, aggressive investiga-
tion of fraud, waste, and abuse, and clear
accountability when public funds are
misused. That includes supporting thor-
ough financial and compliance audits,
strengthening internal controls, encour-
aging timely reporting of suspicious ac-
tivity, and using the office’s investigative
tools to pursue wrongdoing wherever it
occurs. Just as importantly, I believe pre-
vention matters: training, transparency,
and strong financial practices can stop
problems before they become scandals.
Taxpayers deserve confidence that every
public dollar is being handled responsibly
and that anyone who abuses the public
trust will be held accountable. I will also
support practical safeguards that help de-
ter misuse before it starts across govern-
ment.

Question 4: The Auditor’s role is to fol-
low the public money. When non-public
schools receive public funds or participate
in publicly funded programs, the Auditor
has aresponsibility to ensure those dollars
are used lawfully, properly, and in accor-
dance with applicable requirements. The



office’s role is not to interfere with the mis-
sion or beliefs of a non-public school, but
to provide oversight wherever taxpayer
funds are involved and to investigate
credible allegations of misuse. That is the
same standard that should apply across
the board: if public dollars are being spent,
the public has a right to expect account-
ability. The Auditor’s core authority is tied
to public money and legal compliance, and
to ensuring public funds are used for their
intended purpose, with transparency and
accountability.

Question 5: I would approach redistrict-
ing with seriousness, transparency, and
respect for both the Ohio Constitution
and the people of our state. Ohioans may
not always agree on the outcome, but they
should be able to expect a process that is
open, constitutional, and understandable
to the public. The goal should be consti-
tutional maps that provide clear repre-
sentation, preserve communities where
possible, and are drawn through a process
the public can understand and trust. Be-
cause the Auditor serves on the seven-
member Ohio Redistricting Commission,
that responsibility requires independence,
careful attention to legal standards, and
a commitment to conducting the process
openly and responsibly.

CHECK
YOUR VOTER
REGISTRATION

VOTE4T1.0ry

SECRETARY
OF STATE

Term: 4 years

Responsibilities: Oversees the
election process in each of Ohio’s

88 counties. Maintains records of
corporations. They represent you as
the Chief Election Officer of Ohio,
where they:

«Oversee Ohio elections to ensure
compliance with state & federal
laws, appoint & train election
officials in all 88 counties.

« Chair the Ohio Ballot Board, which
writes & approves ballot language
for statewide issues.

« Serve on the Ohio Redistricting
Commission to redraw Ohio’s
state & congressional districts;
Oversee the Ohio Election Integrity
Commission, which investigates
possible cases of voter suppression
and election fraud.

« Serve as state record keeper,
provides public access to state
government records & registers
businesses in Ohio.

Questions:

1. What will you do to promote
voter participation?

2. What changes, if any, would you
make to election security?

3. What changes, if any, would
you promote for the Ohio Ballot
Board?

4.What changes, if any, would you
make to campaign finance policy?

5. How will you represent the
diverse interests of all Ohio
voters?

6.How will you approach re-
drawing legislative district lines?

Allison
Russo

(Democrat)

Website: allisonrusso.com
Facebook: facebook.com/Russo40Ohio
X: Russo40Ohio

Education: Allison Russo holds a doctoral
degree in health policy from The George
Washington University and a master’s de-
gree in public health epidemiology from
the University of Alabama at Birmingham.

Training & Experience: Allison spent
more than 20 years working to solve prob-
lems in health care — advising federal
agencies and health systems on how to
improve care for seniors, veterans, mili-
tary families, and vulnerable communi-
ties. She then entered the state legislature
in 2019, where she was later elected House
Minority Leader. In that time she helped
build a coalition to defeat the August
2023 Issue 1 “60% power grab” and then
enshrine reproductive rights into Ohio’s
constitution.

Question 1: I believe increasing voter
participation and voter education should
be key duties of the office. Ensuring that
Ohioans are informed about how, when,
and where to vote is essential to a strong
democracy. This work relies on build-
ing partnerships with key communities,
including school districts, universities,
nonpartisan organizations focused on
voting, faith communities, and local gov-
ernments. These partners play a critical
role in helping reach voters in their com-
munities and encouraging civic participa-
tion. In addition, we should focus on mak-
ing voting information more accessible.
That includes reimagining the technolo-
gies voters use to access election informa-
tion and register to vote. By improving the
platforms voters rely on, we can ensure
accurate information is readily available.

Question 2: One change I would make
is increasing and stabilizing funding for
our local Boards of Elections. Currently,
funding for county Boards of Elections
comes from a mix of state and county
resources. As a result, some counties are
well funded, while others onlyhave enough
resources to do the minimum required to
carry out elections with limited staffing.
When resources vary significantly by

county, it can create gaps that make it
harder for some jurisdictions to maintain
the highest standards of security and
efficiency. My knowledge and experience
navigating the state budget process will
be important in advocating for adequate
funding for our Boards of Elections.
Ensuring these offices have the staffing,
technology, and training they need will
help maintain secure, reliable elections.

Question 3: While Section 1 of Article
XVI of the Ohio Constitution dictates the
composition of the Ohio Ballot Board, the
Secretary of State serves as the Chair of
the Ballot Board and can dictate the tone
and tenor of the Board’s activities. I believe
the Ohio Ballot Board should function as
an unbiased Board that prescribes and
certifies the ballot language for proposed
Constitutional amendments, initiatives,
and referenda and oversees efforts to in-
form voters of ballot issues. Personal and
partisan perspectives on a specific issue
should not dictate the work of the Board.
Regarding ballot language specifically, the
change I would promote would be to sim-
plify the official ballot language so that it
can be easily read and understood by the
average voter, is fair, and is as unbiased as
possible.

Question 4: The Secretary of State carries
out campaign finance laws, but does not
have the power to set new policy without
legislative action. However, the Secretary
of State still has regulatory oversight into
this process. Last year, the Ohio Legisla-
ture dissolved the Ohio Elections Com-
mission and shifted the investigation for
violations of campaign finance laws to the
Secretary of State’s office. Appeal of deci-
sions goes to the Ohio Elections Integrity
Commission, whose chairperson is also
appointed by the Secretary of State. The
Ohio Secretary of State has enormous dis-
cretion to investigate campaigns for any
potential campaign finance infractions.
Because of this new and relatively un-
checked power, it is more important than
ever that Ohio elects a Secretary of State
who is fair and transparent.

Question 5: I believe that the best way to
represent the diverse interests of all Ohio
voters is to conduct the Office of Secretary
of State in a fair and unbiased manner. It
should not matter what issues or candi-
dates a Secretary of State supports or op-
poses—the responsibility of the office is to
ensure that every candidate the same fair
opportunity to come before Ohio voters,
and that every voter has their voice heard
and counted.



To achieve this, the office must prioritize
professionalism and transparency in every
aspect of election administration. That
includes hiring staff who represent the di-
versity of Ohio’s political perspectives and
communities. By bringing together people
with different viewpoints and experienc-
es, the office can better understand and
respond to challenges voters face.

Question 6: First, I believe Ohio’s redis-
tricting process should NOT include any
politician, including the Secretary of State.
The current process is fundamentally bro-
ken because it relies on politicians to make
unbiased decisions to fairly draw our ger-
rymandered districts, and it includes no
enforcement power for the Ohio Supreme
Court when bipartisan agreement cannot
be reached. The Ohio Redistricting Com-
mission will not meet to redraw district
lines until after our next census in 2031,
meaning that the Secretary of State that
we elect this year will not sit on that com-
mission unless reelected in 2030. However,
I believe the role of the next Secretary of
State is to give any future citizen-led bal-
lot initiative that may reform our current
redistricting process a fair shot with unbi-
ased language.

Tom
Pruss

(Libertarian)

Website: votepruss.com

Facebook: facebook.com/
profile.php?id=6158822301

X: None Provided

Education: University of Toledo (attend-
ed)

Training & Experience: Owner, North-
coast Print Mail Marketing

Volunteer & Community Service: Vice
President-Northwest Ohio Polish Cultural
Center Advisory Board

Question 1: First, eliminate unnecessary
barriers to voting. I support same-day reg-
istration tied to routine interactions like
driver’s license renewals, while keeping
ballots clear, simple, and auditable.

Second, protect election integrity with
common-sense voter ID—the same kind
Ohioans already use for banking or trav-
el—while ensuring free state IDs are avail-

able for anyone who needs one.

Third, break the two-party stranglehold. I
support fair ballot access, open primaries,
and voting reforms like ranked-choice or
approval voting so voters have real choic-
es.

Finally, increase transparency. Election
data should be open, systems secure, and
the Secretary of State must act as a neutral
referee—not a partisan tool.

More participation happens when voters
have access, trust, and real choices.

Question 2: Election security should fo-
cus on transparency, verifiability, and
public trust. Ohio already has strong safe-
guards, but we can improve confidence by
expanding risk-limiting audits, ensuring
every vote has a verifiable paper trail, and
making election data more transparent to
the public.

Security measures must protect the in-
tegrity of elections without making it
harder for eligible voters to participate.
That means clear procedures, secure voter
ID with free state IDs available to anyone
who needs one, and consistent statewide
standards for equipment and auditing.

The goal is simple: secure elections that
are easy to vote in and hard to cheat in.

Question 3: The Ohio Ballot Board should
focus on clarity, fairness, and transparen-
cy. Ballot language must accurately reflect
the proposal without confusing wording
or partisan influence. I would push for
clearer, plain-language summaries so vot-
ers can easily understand what they are
voting on.

I also support greater transparency in how
ballot language is drafted and approved,
including public input and review. Ohio
voters deserve summaries that explain is-
sues honestly—not language designed to
persuade or mislead.

Question 4: Ohio’s campaign finance sys-
tem should emphasize transparency and
fairness. Voters deserve to know who is
funding political campaigns, so I support
stronger disclosure requirements and
faster reporting of major contributions so
the public can see who is trying to influ-
ence elections in real time.

At the same time, regulations should not
be so complex that they discourage ev-
eryday citizens from running for office
or participating in the political process. I
support simplifying compliance rules for
smaller campaigns while ensuring large
donors and political action committees
remain fully transparent.

Question 5: The Secretary of State’s role is
not to represent one party or ideology—it’s
to serve every voter in Ohio. I will run the
office as a neutral referee, ensuring that
election laws are applied fairly and consis-
tently no matter who you vote for or where
you live.

That means protecting equal access to
the ballot, maintaining transparent and
secure election systems, and making sure
every eligible voter can participate with-
out unnecessary barriers. I will also work
with local election officials, community
groups, and voters across the state to en-
sure their voices are heard.

Question 6: Ohio voters have made it clear
they want fair maps, not partisan ger-
rymandering. My approach is simple: the
goal of redistricting should be to represent
voters—not to protect politicians or politi-
cal parties.

I support transparent map-drawing pro-
cesses with public input and clear stan-
dards that prioritize compact districts,
respect for communities, and competitive-
ness wherever possible. Ohioans should be
able to see how maps are drawn and have
meaningful opportunities to comment be-
fore they are finalized.

Most importantly, the rules must be ap-
plied fairly and consistently, regardless of
which party benefits. Voters deserve dis-
tricts where their voices actually matter
and where elections are competitive, not
predetermined.

NO

Robert
PHOTO Sprague
20)'/[0]208  (Republican)

Website: None Provided

Facebook: None Provided

X: None Provided

Education: None Provided

Training & Experience: None Provided

Volunteer & Community Service: None
Provided

Question 1: None Provided
Question 2: None Provided
Question 3: None Provided
Question 4: None Provided
Question 5: None Provided
Question 6: None Provided
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OHIO TREASURER
OF STATE

Term: 4 years

Responsibilities: Collect taxes in the

county & its subdivisions, disburse

expenditures, & invest the county’s
funds. They represent you as the

Chief Financial Officer of the State of

Ohio, where they:

« Collect, invest, & protect state
funds, including most state taxes &
fees.

« Track & maintain Ohio’s unclaimed
property database.

« Act as state banker by issuing bonds
for voter-authorized infrastructure
improvement programs & school
facilities construction.

Questions:

1. What are the most important
functions of the state treasurer,

and why?

2. What are your goals for improving

the function of the treasurer’s
office?

3. How can the treasurer’s office
influence state fiscal policy?

4.How will you ensure transparency
and accountability in state
finances?

5. How will you use your position
to improve fiscal literacy among
Ohioans?

Seth
Walsh

(Democrat)

Website: sethwalshforohio.com
Facebook: facebook.com/TeamWalshHQ
X: None Provided

Education: Bachelor’s degree in Political
Science, Xavier University

Training & Experience: Seth is an ac-
complished nonprofit leader, securing $85
million in economic development funding
as Executive Director of the College Hill
Urban Redevelopment Corporation. First
appointed to Cincinnati City Council in
December 2022, he has championed mil-
lions of dollars in direct economic support
to grow Cincinnati’s small businesses and
neighborhoods. Seth is a member of the
Cincinnati Retirement System Board of
Trustees. A native of St. Joseph, Michigan,
Seth graduated from Xavier University, w

Volunteer & Community Service: Seth
has served as President of the Friends of
Taft Legacy Foundation, and was Chair-
man of the Cincinnati Elections Commis-
sion. He founded the Cincy Soccer League
in 2017, and for years was a member of the
WCPO-TV Community Advisory Board.

Question 1: The Treasurer of Ohio has
two top priorities: securing the state’s in-
vestments and stewarding our public pen-
sion funds. As Treasurer, I will ensure the
state’s investments, pension funds, and
revenue are managed with integrity and
are used to strengthen our communities
so all Ohioans thrive.

Question 2: As Treasurer of Ohio, I will
ensure the office operates with integrity
and our focus is on investing in all of our
communities so Ohioans can succeed.
Programs like the LinkedDeposits pro-
gram, the 529 College Advantage and
social impact bonding are the type of pro-
grams that the Treasurer’s office should

continue to implement to maximize and
optimize how Ohio reinvests its money in
our people.

Question 3: If the State of Ohio, and its
$280 billion investment portfolio, were a
person, it would be the second-wealthiest
person on Earth. That means with the
right strategy, we can use Ohio’s revenue
and investment dollars to drive increased
returns and reinvest those dollars back in

our communities.

Question 4: There is no greater or more
solemn responsibility to Ohioans than to
maintain transparency and accountabil-
ity in the Office of Treasurer of Ohio. As
Treasurer of Ohio, I will ensure the state’s
investments, pension funds, and revenue
are managed with integrity.

Question 5: As Treasurer of Ohio, I will
use my ability to convene and maximize
the opportunity we have with banks, cred-
it unions and other financial institutions
who are providing fiscal literacy in our
public schools and to adults throughout
Ohio.

NO

Jay
PHOTO Edwards
200)'/[0]20}  (Republican)

Website: None Provided

Facebook: None Provided

X: None Provided

Education: None Provided

Training & Experience: None Provided

Volunteer & Community Service: None
Provided

Question 1: None Provided
Question 2: None Provided
Question 3: None Provided
Question 4: None Provided

Question 5: None Provided

BUTLER
GOUNTY
RESIDENTS

Find your polling place here:

electionlink.bcohio.
gov/Portals/ElectionLink/




STATE OF OHIO

U.S. SENATOR

Term: Unexpired term
ending 1-3-2029

Responsibilities: Represents the
people of Ohio & the U.S. in dealing
with national & international
matters in the U.S. Senate in
Congress. They represent you in the
U.S. Senate, where they:
« Propose & pass federal laws on
taxes, Medicaid/Medicare, parks

& land use, food & drug standards,

veteran services, Social Security,
education, & more.

Decide the U.S. Budget on Social
Security, Medicaid/Medicare,

military, veterans’ benefits, National

Parks, science & technology
research, education, veteran
services, & more.

Approve U.S. Supreme Court,
Federal Judges, & Federal
Prosecutors, who make choices
about the constitutionality of
federal laws about issues like
personal freedoms (such as
speech & religion), public safety,
government power, & more.
Confirm Executive appointments
including cabinet-level positions,
directors of agencies, &
ambassadors.

Questions:

1. What changes would you make,
if any, to voting and elections

policy?

2. How would you address concerns

about the rising cost of living?

3. How would you reduce
hyperpartisanship and promote
civility?

4.State your position on foreign
policy and national security.

5. What changes would you make, if

any, to immigration policy?

Sherrod
Brown

(Democrat)

Website: None Provided

Facebook: None Provided

X: None Provided

Education: None Provided

Training & Experience: None Provided

Volunteer & Community Service: None

Provided

Question 1: None Provided
Question 2: None Provided
Question 3: None Provided
Question 4: None Provided

Question 5: None Provided

NO

Jon
PHOTO Husted
ey 0ld0ll  (Republican)

Website: None Provided

Facebook: None Provided

X: None Provided

Education: None Provided

Training & Experience: None Provided

Volunteer & Community Service: None
Provided

Question 1: None Provided
Question 2: None Provided
Question 3: None Provided
Question 4: None Provided

Question 5: None Provided

Gregory
Levy
(Nonpartisan)

1

Website: greg4senate.com

Facebook: None Provided
X: GregLevy4Senate
Education: None Provided

Question 1: Our political system should
belong to working people, not corpora-
tions and billionaires. I support outlaw-
ing corporate lobbying and corporate
political donations, making Election
Day a federal holiday, and banning racist
gerrymandering and voter suppression.
Further, I support measures which tie
Congressional salaries to workers’ wages.
Beyond elections; we are in desperate need
of democratic systemic reform: replacing
the undemocratic Senate with a represen-
tative national legislature, abolishing the
unelected Supreme Court and transferring
its powers to democratic institutions, and
expanding direct participation through
worker councils, neighborhood assem-
blies, and community organizations.

Question 2: The rising cost of living de-
mands emergency action for working
people. I support an immediate nation-
wide price freeze on essential goods and
services, raising the federal minimum
wage to $30 an hour, and canceling stu-
dent, medical, and utility debt. I will fight
to ban evictions and foreclosures, prohibit
rent increases, and guarantee free univer-
sal childcare so families aren't forced to
choose between working and caring for
their children. We can pay for these mea-
sures by cutting the Pentagon budget by
90% and taxing the massive windfall prof-
its corporations have made while working
people struggle to afford basic necessities.
For too long, our policies have been dic-
tated by the tiny clique of billionaires who
stand to profit from rising costs.

Question 3: We need a political system
that gives working people a real voice
while reducing the stranglehold of corpo-
rations and billionaires. Mentioned above,
I support banning corporate political do-
nations and lobbying, protecting voting
rights, and expanding democratic par-
ticipation. I will work with anyone when it
advances the interests of working people,
while refusing to compromise on racism,
attacks on immigrants, or assaults on ba-

sic rights. Our politics must be grounded
on providing dignified lives for working
people—not avoiding necessary political
disagreements.

Question 4: I support a foreign policy
based on peace, sovereignty, and inter-
national cooperation—not endless war.
I would cut the Pentagon budget by 90%
and redirect those resources toward hous-
ing, healthcare, education, and other so-
cial needs. We should dismantle the vast
network of over 800 U.S. military bases
abroad, end military alliances used to
enforce U.S. domination, and end military
aid to Israel and support for occupation
and genocide. I also support lifting sanc-
tions that punish ordinary people in coun-
tries like Cuba and Iran, defending the
independence of colonies and Indigenous
nations, and cooperating internation-
ally to confront the shared threats facing
humanity and the planet; like climate
change, pandemics, and poverty.

Question 5: We must fundamentally
change our immigration system to protect
human dignity and workers’ rights. I sup-
port abolishing ICE, ending immigration
raids and mass deportations, and closing
immigration detention camps. We need a
clear and immediate path to citizenship
for undocumented immigrants already
living and working in our communities.
Immigrant workers should have full la-
bor protections and the right to organize
into unions without fear of retaliation or
deportation. Immigration policy should
never be used to divide workers, suppress
wages, or pit people against one another.
Additionally, we must address the war
machine and an imperialist foreign policy
which compels so many to flee their home
countries in the first place.

William B.
Redpath

(Libertarian)

Website: billredpath.com

Facebook: facebook.com/
BillRedpathForSenate

X: BillRedpath

Education: BA, Indiana University;
MBA, The University of Chicago

Training & Experience: Certified Public
Accountant, Ohio & Illinois. Chartered



Financial Analyst-Retired. Accredited Se-
nior Appraiser, Business Valuation, Amer-
ican Society of Appraisers-Retired. Work
Experience: Auditor or Accountant with
Arthur Andersen & Co, Cincinnati; WISH-
TV, Indianapolis; ABC & NBC, New York.
Total: 5 years. Business Appraiser, special-
izing in Media & Telecommunications,
with BIA Advisory Services, Washington,
and Summit Ridge Group, New York &
Chicago. Total: 38 years.

Volunteer & Community Service: Co-
Editor, Ballot Access News and ballot-
access.org. National Ballot Access Co-
ordinator, Libertarian Party. Treasurer,
Libertarian National Committee & Liber-
tarian Party of Ohio. Former Chair, Liber-
tarian National Committee.

Question 1: A two-party system is un-
natural and only occurs through political
repression, which we have in Ohio and the
US because of very high signature require-
ments for non-R&D candidates to get on
the ballot. Our Single Member Plurality
(single member legislative districts, per-
son with the most votes wins) voting sys-
tem props up the two old and unpopular
parties, because it boxes too many people
into feeling they have to vote for “the lesser
of two evils.” I support Ranked Choice
Voting (RCV) for single winner elections.
But elections for federal, state and local
legislatures should be changed to either a
system of “self-districting,” whereby vot-
ers select the district they want to be in,
or a system with multimember districts
elected through RCV. This would allow
non-R&D candidates to be elected.

Question 2: Reduce Federal government
spending. If not, we might have a debt cri-
sis, the easiest response to which might be
tolerating higher inflation. End the Fed-
eral Reserve’s “dual mandate™ maximum
employment and stable prices. Focus on
an inflation rate no higher than 2% every
year. Repeal not just Trump’s tariffs, but
all tariffs. I support a policy of unilateral
free trade, which is a pro-consumer trade
policy. Were all consumers. It will also
promote international peace. President
Trump just suspended the Jones Act,
which is a protectionist maritime policy,
for 60 days due to high oil prices. It should
be totally repealed. End product price sup-
port programs, like the sugar support sys-
tem, which causes sugar to cost double the
world average. Terminate all corporate
welfare and farm subsidies.

Question 3: I think hyperpartisanship
and a lack of civility are largely due to the
combination of our two-party system, in
which too many people feel they have to
side with one of the two old parties, and
the advent of social media and our highly
siloed media platforms. Honestly, when
was the last time you heard a real debate
on either Fox News or MS NOW? I don't
think much can be done re: the media
situation. There is a First Amendment,
and Walter Cronkite isn’t walking through
that door again. But, making changes to
our electoral systems that would allow
new and more diverse voices to be heard
and elected to public offices will help the
public understand that there are more
than two opposing views to policy issues,
which will give people alternative means
to be politically effective.

Question 4: The United States now fre-
quently behaves as a rogue nation, with
its military attacks on several nations and
threats to longtime allies, such as Canada
and Denmark. This will make US citizens
less safe over the long run. I support a
non-interventionist foreign policy, and
only when the US homeland or territories
are threatened, with very rare exceptions.
That would allow us to cut the Defense
budget. We need to regain the moral high
ground, with a renewed emphasis on hu-
man rights. The Founders correctly made
war declaration a committee decision.
Congress must reassert its war powers.
The US should treat the Middle East with
benign neglect. The “special relationship”
with the government of Israel only leads
the US into problems. We should treat Is-
rael as we would any other allied nation.

Question 5: I agree with Alex Nowrasteh
of the Cato Institute: “All immigration
should be allowed except for a handful
of people who fall into the categories of
criminals, terrorists, the seriously ill, or
others who would harm the life, liberty,
and property of people here. Libertar-
ian and classical liberal values, American
Enlightenment values, our support of
free market capitalism, and support for
meritocracy all compel us to support free
immigration.” Open immigration would
be the greatest anti-poverty program in
history. Economist Michael Clemens has
estimated that free immigration would in-
crease the amount of global economic pro-
duction, Gross World Product, by 50-150%
- that’s $50-$150 trillion of extra produc-
tion a year. The United States will benefit
from a more open immigration system.

8™ CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICT

FOR REPRESENTATIVE
TO CONGRESS

Term: 2 years

Responsibilities: To represent

the people of Ohio, their district,

& the U.S. in dealing national

& international matters in the

U.S. House of Representatives in
Congress. They represent you in the
U.S. House, where they:

+ Propose & pass federal laws on
Social Security, Medicaid/Medicare,
taxes, parks & land use, food & drug
standards, agriculture, veteran
services, national & international
interests & more.

+ Decide the U.S. Budget for Social
Security, Medicaid/Medicare,
military, veterans benefits, National
Parks, science & technology
research, education, veteran
services, & more.

Questions:

1. What changes would you make,
if any, to voting and elections
policy?

2. What type of tax reform, if any,
would best serve Ohio?

3. How would you address concerns

about the rising cost of living?

4.What are your priorities for K-12
and higher education?

5. How would you reduce
hyperpartisanship and promote
civility?

Vanessa
Enoch

(Democrat)

Website: enochforcongress.com
Facebook: facebook.com/1DocEnoch
X: DrVEnoch

Education: Dr. Enoch holds an MBA with
a concentration in Information Technol-
ogy from Xavier University and a Ph.D. in
Public Policy from Union Institute & Uni-
versity

Training & Experience: Dr. Vanessa
Enoch a distinguished entrepreneur with
an illustrious career spanning over three
decades. Dr. Enoch worked in corporate
America for nearly a decade before launch-
ing her business in 1999. As the Founder,
President & CEO of Cultural Impact, LLC,
amanagement and technology consulting
firm, she has been at the forefront of pro-
viding innovative business support servic-
es. Additionally, she is President & CEO of
Vision Works, Inc., a non-profit dedicated
to workforce development.

Volunteer & Community Service: Her
accolades include being named one of the
15 Women in Business and a nomination
for the Cincinnati Business Couriers Forty
Under 40 award. Dr. Enoch has also served
on the board of the Cincinnati and went
through Chamber C-Change Leadership
Class

Question 1: The freedom to vote is the
foundation every other freedom rests on.
I believe access and security are partners,
not opposites: we can protect early, absen-
tee, and mail-in voting for seniors, veter-
ans, and working families while investing
in auditable, paper-backed systems that
make every result trustworthy. I'll fight
to end partisan gerrymandering through
fair, citizen-centered redistricting, so vot-
ers choose their representatives — not
the other way around. And T'll work to
get secret money out of politics through
full transparency and empowering small-
dollar donors. I'll know we're succeeding
when turnout rises, wait times fall, no
eligible voter is turned away, and Ohioans
on both sides can trust that every election
was free, fair, and truly theirs.



Question 2: No one who works hard
should struggle to afford the basics, yet
too many Ohio families are stretched thin
by rising prices for housing, groceries,
healthcare, and childcare. T'll fight to low-
er everyday costs by expanding housing
supply and cracking down on price-goug-
ing, capping out-of-pocket drug and in-
surance costs, and making childcare and
eldercare affordable so parents can work
with peace of mind. I'll push to strengthen
wages and protect the tax credits that put
money back in working families’ pockets,
while easing the small-business burdens
that drive prices up. Relief has to be real,
not rhetorical. I'll know we're succeed-
ing when a family’s paycheck covers rent,
food, and savings again — when working
people across our district cannot just get
by, but truly get ahead.

Question 3: Ohioans are tired of lead-
ers who treat the other side as enemies
instead of neighbors. Hyperpartisanship
isn’t just unpleasant — it blocks real so-
lutions our families need. I'll work across
the aisle without apology, judging every
idea by whether it helps our district, not
which party it came from. I'll support
fair redistricting that rewards listening
over extremes, transparency that rebuilds
trust, and a return to the basic decency
of disagreeing without contempt. Lead-
ership means modeling the respect we
want to see. I'll know were succeeding
when Ohioans see their representatives
solving problems together again — when
we measure progress by results delivered,
not battles won, and when people believe
once more that government can bring us
together rather than tear us apart.

Question 4: America is strongest when
our power is matched by our principles,
and after decades of endless war, it’s time
to bring that wisdom home. I'll support
a strong defense, but I refuse to send our
sons and daughters into open-ended con-
flicts with no clear mission and no way
out. Too many Ohio families have borne
that cost. I'll insist Congress reclaim its
constitutional duty to authorize war, de-
mand clear goals and real accountability
before any deployment, and invest in the
diplomacy and deterrence that prevent
conflict in the first place. And I'll fight

to give our veterans the care they earned
when they come home. Strength with re-
straint. I'll know were succeeding when
we're defending our nation without drain-
ing it, when peace, not permanent war,
becomes the measure of American leader-
ship.

Question 5: We can enforce our laws and
have compassion; both are part of who we
are. Our immigration system is broken,
and Washington’s refusal to fix it fails
everyone. I'll support securing our bor-
ders with smart technology and enough
personnel to stop trafficking and fentanyl,
while fixing a legal system so tangled
that families wait decades and employ-
ers can't find workers. I'll fight for a real,
earned path to citizenship for Dreamers
and for those already contributing here,
and for treating people with basic dignity
throughout. Reform has to be practical,
humane, and finally get done. I'll know
were succeeding when our borders are
secure, our laws are enforced fairly, our
workforce needs are met, and immigrants
who play by the rules can build their lives
openly as part of our community.

NO

Warren
PHOTO Davidson
2:(0)'/10]20} (Republican)

Website: None Provided

Facebook: None Provided

X: None Provided

Education: None Provided

Training & Experience: None Provided

Volunteer & Community Service: None
Provided

Question 1: None Provided
Question 2: None Provided
Question 3: None Provided
Question 4: None Provided

Question 5: None Provided

40™ HOUSE
DISTRICT
FOR STATE
REPRESENTATIVE

Term: 2 years

Responsibilities: They represent you
in the Ohio House of Representatives,
where they:

« Propose & pass Ohio laws on taxes,

education funding & curriculum,

election rules, healthcare, corporate
& environmental regulation, district
maps for the Ohio Statehouse & U.S.
Congress, public utilities & energy,
healthcare, & more.

« Decide Ohio state budget, which
impacts taxes for citizens, local
communities, & corporations &
funding for public education, public
health, transit, drinking water,
prisons, libraries, higher education,
childcare programs, state employee
wages & benefits, natural resources,
& more.

Questions:

1. What changes would you make,
if any, to voting and elections
policy?

2. What type of tax reform, if any,

would best serve Ohio?

3. How would you address concerns
about the rising cost of living?

4.What are your priorities for K-12

and higher education?

5. How would you reduce
hyperpartisanship and promote
civility?

Timothy
Hornbacker

(Democrat)

Website: citizensforhornbacker.com

Facebook: facebook.com/

citizensforhornbacker
X: None Provided

Education: BA DePauw University, MS
Nursing Phoenix University, Paramedic
Clark State

Training & Experience: Retired owner
operator Hornbacker Earthmoving, re-
tired owner operator Big Four Dairy Farm,

Retired 20 years as Registered Nurse

Volunteer & Community Service: Fire-
fighter/Paramedic Pleasant Hill/ Newton
Township FD, foster parent DeKalb Co. IN

Question 1: The vote is the most impor-
tant bulwark of democracy. It is a right
that should be available to every person
who is qualified and made as easily acces-

sible as possible.

Question 2: Simply those of us who have
more have to be willing to help those who

have less.

Question 3: Contain energy costs. Data
centers should supply their own electric-
ity. Drop the subsidies for inefficient en-
ergy suppliers and support the most cost

effective.

Question 4: Return to full support for
public education where the intermingling
of every individual personality teaches ac-

ceptance and understanding.

Question 5: Common sense and common
decency, a standard that used to be com-
mon in public life. It’s really not that hard
to not insult and disparage other people,
lifestyles, and ethnic groups. Bring back
DEL



Joshua
Umbaugh

(Libertarian)

y

‘Website: None Provided

Facebook: facebook.com/
profile.php?id=61580546764968

X: None Provided

Education: Bachelor of Fine Arts, Adrian
College

Training & Experience: Multiple experi-
ences with teams, committees, and boards
of various types

Volunteer & Community Service: An-
nual volunteer for the Springfest Parade
in Miamisburg. Currently on the Citizens
Urban Forestry Advisory Board of Miam-
isburg.

Question 1: Well, Ranked Choice Voting
has just been effectively banned in Ohio.
Which I feel would have been a good sys-
tem, and I am extremely disappointed in
this act against Home Rule in Ohio. So,
perhaps removing party affiliation on the
ballots could be a beneficial move. We
should all be voting for an individual can-
didate and their ideas!

Question 2: Apparently the lottery and le-
galized gambling haven't solved all of the
state’s financial woes.

We need lower income taxes, and prop-
erty taxes. While lobbyist continually get
breaks and sweetheart deals, it’s time that
the hardworking people of Ohio get a well-
deserved break!

Question 3: While a lot of this is infla-
tion caused at the federal level, it would
be encouraging to see Ohio reduce the tax
burden as well as some regulatory burden
on our citizens. We need to stop the cor-

VOTE 411

porate welfare and let hard working folks
keep more of their earnings during this
difficult time of rising costs.

Question 4: I believe that school choice is
imperfect and has a few issues that could
be adjusted but is a step in the right direc-
tion. The incentives of high school admin-
istrations need to continue to evolve. For
too long high schools always had success
based on the number of students who
went on to college. We know that success
in life isn’t necessarily based on higher
education.

Question 5: Reducing the barriers to
ballot access for non-legacy parties and
independents, would be a good step to
curb the tribalism. I believe more use of
Ranked Choice Voting would have helped
as well, but unfortunately, it doesn’t sound
like that could be a viable option anytime
soon.

NO

Rodney
PHOTO Creech
20 ]3|  (Republican)

Website: None Provided

Facebook: None Provided

X: None Provided

Education: None Provided

Training & Experience: None Provided

Volunteer & Community Service: None
Provided

Question 1: None Provided
Question 2: None Provided
Question 3: None Provided
Question 4: None Provided
Question 5: None Provided

CHECK YOUR VOTER
REGISTRATION

VOTE4A11.01y

45™ HOUSE
DISTRICT

FOR STATE
REPRESENTATIVE

Term:2years

Responsibilities: They represent you
in the Ohio House of Representatives,

where they:

« Propose & pass Ohio laws on taxes,
education funding & curriculum,
election rules, healthcare, corporate
& environmental regulation, district
maps for the Ohio Statehouse & U.S.
Congress, public utilities & energy,
healthcare, & more.

« Decide Ohio state budget, which
impacts taxes for citizens, local
communities, & corporations &
funding for public education, public
health, transit, drinking water,
prisons, libraries, higher education,
childcare programs, state employee
wages & benefits, natural resources,
& more.

Questions:

1. What changes would you make,
if any, to voting and elections
policy?

2. What type of tax reform, if any,
would best serve Ohio?

3. How would you address concerns

about the rising cost of living?

4.What are your priorities for K-12

and higher education?

5. How would you reduce
hyperpartisanship and promote
civility?

Jayson
Ameer
Rasheed

(Democrat)

Website: RasheedForOhio.com

Facebook: facebook.com/
RasheedForOhio

X: RasheedForOhio

Education: Bachelor of Science in Sports
Administration and Communication
from Wilmington College

Volunteer & Community Service: Served
on numerous NCAA board and commit-
tees; served on College Sports Communi-
cator committees; coached youth sports;
Polaris Iota Phi Theta (Connecticut Chap-
ter); Vice Polars Iota Phi Theta (Connecti-
cut Chapter)

Question 1: I believe our elections are cur-
rently free and fair, and I do not support
claims of widespread voter fraud that are
not backed by credible evidence.

One change I would advocate for is re-
turning to a system where mail-in ballots
that are postmarked by Election Day are
counted. Requiring ballots to be received
by Election Day introduces unnecessary
barriers and uncertainty, particularly giv-
en the variables and delays that can occur
within the postal system. If we are serious
about improving our elections, our focus
should be on expanding access, ensuring
transparency, and making it easier—not
harder—for eligible citizens to participate
in the democratic process.

Question 2: The best tax reform for Ohio
is one that creates balance: asking more
from those who can afford it, providing re-
lief to those who need it most, holding in-
centives accountable, and investing in the
long-term success of our state. The goal
of tax reform should not simply be to re-
duce taxes, but to ensure that our system
works for working families, supports local
communities, and provides the resources
needed to invest in education, infrastruc-
ture, and public safety.

Question 3: Addressing the rising cost of
living starts with meaningful tax reform.
We must reduce the heavy burden that
property taxes place on families in our
community. I support tying increases
in property taxes to the rate of inflation,
along with targeted caps for seniors and
those on fixed incomes. Homeowners who



have fully paid off their homes should not
continue to face rising tax pressures that
threaten their ability to stay in place. We
also need to expand access to affordable
housing. One important step is limiting
the large-scale purchase of single-family
homes by corporations. At the same time,
wages have not kept pace with the rising
cost ofliving. We must invest in workforce
development, job training, and strong
partnerships with local employers.

Question 4: My priority is to support a
balanced state budget that fully and fairly
funds education at everylevel. If Ohio truly
wants to position itself as a leader in eco-
nomic growth and innovation, we must
invest in an educated workforce—and
that begins with strong public schools. I
also believe we need to revisit the original
intent of the EdChoice program. While
school choice can play arole, its expansion
has diverted significant public dollars—
now exceeding $1 billion—away from
traditional public schools. We must en-
sure that any choice program is targeted,
accountable, and does not come at the ex-
pense of the vast majority of students who
rely on public education.

Question 5: Reducing hyperpartisanship
starts with a simple but important com-
mitment: putting the people of Ohio ahead
of politics. When we focus on what is best
for our communities, it becomes easier to
find common ground and move forward
together. There are issues that should not
be partisan—strengthening our educa-
tion system, addressing the rising cost of

living, and reducing the over-reliance on
property taxes are all challenges that af-
fect Ohioans regardless of politics. By cen-
tering our work on these shared priorities,
we can shift the conversation from divi-
sion to problem-solving. Promoting civili-
ty also means engaging with respect, even
when we disagree. That includes listening
to different perspectives, being willing to
collaborate, and recognizing that no one
party has all the answers.

NO

Jennifer
P H DTD Gross
2030l  (Republican)
Website: None Provided

Facebook: None Provided

X: None Provided

Education: None Provided

Training & Experience: None Provided

Volunteer & Community Service: None
Provided

Question 1: None Provided
Question 2: None Provided
Question 3: None Provided
Question 4: None Provided
Question 5: None Provided

ELEGTION DAY PROBLEMS?

Report an election issue hy calling:

@ 1-866-OUR-VOTE
(866-687-8683)

1-888-VE-Y-VOTA
(en Espaﬁol)

@ 1-888-API-VOTE
(Asian Multilingual Assistance)

1-844-YALLA-US
(Arabic)

46™ HOUSE
DISTRICT

FOR STATE
REPRESENTATIVE

Term:2years

Responsibilities: They represent you

in the Ohio House of Representatives,

where they:

« Propose & pass Ohio laws on taxes,
education funding & curriculum,
election rules, healthcare, corporate
& environmental regulation, district
maps for the Ohio Statehouse & U.S.
Congress, public utilities & energy,
healthcare, & more.

« Decide Ohio state budget, which
impacts taxes for citizens, local
communities, & corporations &
funding for public education, public
health, transit, drinking water,
prisons, libraries, higher education,
childcare programs, state employee
wages & benefits, natural resources,
& more.

Questions:

1. What changes would you make,
if any, to voting and elections
policy?

2. What type of tax reform, if any,
would best serve Ohio?

3. How would you address concerns
about the rising cost of living?

4.What are your priorities for K-12
and higher education?

5. How would you reduce
hyperpartisanship and promote
civility?

NO

Benjamin
PHOTO McCall
PROVIDED Se¢2Z22e070)
‘Website: None Provided

Facebook: None Provided

X: None Provided

Education: None Provided

Training & Experience: None Provided

Volunteer & Community Service: None

Provided

Question 1: None Provided
Question 2: None Provided
Question 3: None Provided
Question 4: None Provided

Question 5: None Provided

NO

Thomas
PHOTO Hall
2101 |0]20)|  (Republican)
Website: None Provided

Facebook: None Provided

X: None Provided

Education: None Provided

Training & Experience: None Provided

Volunteer & Community Service: None

Provided

Question 1: None Provided
Question 2: None Provided
Question 3: None Provided
Question 4: None Provided

Question 5: None Provided



47" HOUSE
DISTRICT

FOR STATE
REPRESENTATIVE

Term: 2 years

Responsibilities: They represent you
in the Ohio House of Representatives,
where they:

« Propose & pass Ohio laws on taxes,
education funding & curriculum,
election rules, healthcare, corporate
& environmental regulation, district
maps for the Ohio Statehouse & U.S.
Congress, public utilities & energy,
healthcare, & more.

+ Decide Ohio state budget, which

impacts taxes for citizens, local
communities, & corporations &
funding for public education, public
health, transit, drinking water,
prisons, libraries, higher education,
childcare programs, state employee
wages & benefits, natural resources,
& more.

Questions:

1. What changes would you make,
if any, to voting and elections
policy?

2. What type of tax reform, if any,
would best serve Ohio?

3.How would you address concerns
about the rising cost of living?

4.What are your priorities for K-12
and higher education?

5. How would you reduce
hyperpartisanship and promote
civility?

VOTE 411

Jordan
Haire

(Democrat)

Website: : jordan4ohio.com
Facebook: facebook.com/Jordan4Ohio

Education: Masters in Clinical Mental
Health Counseling

Training & Experience: I'm a mental
health counselor of 13 years and a busi-
ness owner for that practice for the last 6
years.

Volunteer & Community Service: I am
currently a member of Hamilton Junior
Women’s League, which focuses on sup-
porting programs that support women
and children in our community.

Question 1: I would like voting to be eas-
ily accessible to all people, reducing the
barriers to getting registered and getting
to the polls. Longer polling hours, mail-in
voting-- all should be options for this.

Question 2: Tax reform would best fo-
cused on reducing taxes on residents of
Ohio and shifting the burden back to the
corporations that are moving into Ohio.
Reducing tax abatement timelines would
be a good start.

Question 3: The above would allow for
more tax revenue generated by corpora-
tions, hopefully to lessen the burden of
residents. I would focus on policy that re-
duces costs, eliminate frivolous fees, and
make policies that focus on giving seniors
a break, especially.

Question 4: Fund them properly and con-
stitutionally, focusing on renewing the
previous funding formula while also try-
ing to design a system that will meet all
the correct criteria that provides a better
education. Education is one of the top pri-
orities for my campaign.

Question 5: I intend on showing up in
spaces, remaining calm, and putting the
focus on the system being the issue. As
a mental health counselor, I think I have
some skills that could be really useful in
this arena.

Jason
Purviance

(Libertarian)

Website: purviance.lpo.org

Facebook: facebook.com/
share/IHbhWUScSN

X: JasonP4Liberty

Education: Associate Aviation Mainte-
nance

Training & Experience: FAA Airframe &
Powerplant Certificate

Volunteer & Community Service: Fair-
field Township Zoning Board of Appeals

Question 1: I support common sense re-
forms to strengthen election integrity and
voter confidence in Ohio. I favor requir-
ing photo ID for in-person and absentee
voting, eliminating post-election grace
periods for late ballots, and setting earlier
deadlines for requesting and returning
mail-in ballots. I would promote greater
transparency in ballot counting and
chain-of-custody processes while oppos-
ing automatic and same-day registration
changes that risk errors or fraud. These
targeted measures build on recent Ohio
laws to ensure elections are secure, verifi-
able, and trusted without unduly restrict-
ing access.

Question 2: I support simplifying Ohio’s
tax code to make it fairer, easier to under-
stand, and less burdensome for families
and businesses. A flatter, streamlined
income tax structure with fewer brackets
and deductions would reduce complex-
ity, lower compliance costs, and make fil-
ing straightforward for most taxpayers. I
also favor protections against unvoted
increases, so homeowners face more
predictable and manageable bills. These
changes would reward hard work, encour-
age investment in our communities, and
keep more money in the pockets of every-
day Ohioans while preserving the revenue
needed for essential services

Question 3: I would combat rising living
costs in Ohio by prioritizing policies that
increase take-home pay and reduce every-

GHECK YOUR VOTER REGISTRATION

VOTE411.01r9

day expenses. Simplifying and lowering
taxes would let families and workers keep
more of their earnings while attracting
businesses that create higher-paying jobs.
Stronger property tax relief would ease the
burden on homeowners and help control
rents. To improve housing affordability,
I support reducing unnecessary regula-
tions to encourage more construction and
supply of workforce housing. On energy
and utilities, resisting Al data centers and
prevention of tax breaks for them, would
help keep rates reasonable and reliable.
These pro-growth, fiscally responsible
steps would fight inflation’s effects, re-
ward hard work, and make Ohio more af-
fordable.

Question 4: My first priority for K-12 edu-
cation is establishing stable and adequate
state funding, so Ohio public schools no
longer depend on frequent local levies to
cover essential costs. The state already
collects enough revenue to fully support
quality education if allocated properly.
This would end the cycle of levy cam-
paigns that burden local taxpayers.

My second priority is reducing excessive
state mandates that overburden local
schools with unfunded requirements,
compliance paperwork, and top-down
directives. These mandates often divert
time and resources away from classroom
instruction toward bureaucratic tasks.
Together, reliable funding and regulatory
relief will empower schools to focus on
what matters most, effective teaching and
student success.

Question 5: Running as a Libertarian
candidate gives voters an opportunity to
put another party in place to help bring
back real discussions instead of the same
partisan shouting matches. The two
major parties have locked Ohio into hy-
perpartisanship by prioritizing loyalty
over solutions, turning every issue into
a battlefield. I offer a genuine alternative
as a Libertarian. I will focus on principles
like individual liberty, limited govern-
ment, and fiscal responsibility rather than
endless culture-war distractions or power
grabs. To reduce hyperpartisanship, I
would champion electoral reforms such as
ranked-choice voting for state offices. This
system lets voters rank candidates by pref-
erence, encouraging campaigns to reach
beyond narrow bases and reward those
who build broader coalitions.




NO

Diane
PHOTO Mullins
2030l (Republican)

Website: None Provided

Facebook: None Provided

X: None Provided

Education: None Provided

Training & Experience: None Provided

Volunteer & Community Service: None
Provided

Question 1: None Provided
Question 2: None Provided
Question 3: None Provided
Question 4: None Provided
Question 5: None Provided

BUTLER
COUNTY
RESIDENTS

Find your polling place here:

electionlink.hcohio.

gov/Portals/ElectionLink/
ViewPollingLocation.aspx

BUTLER COUNTY
COMMISSIONER

Term: 4 years

Responsibilities: County administrator

whose duties include:

« Exercise financial control of County

expenditures, Authorize public
works, and purchase land and
buildings.

« Vet contracts
« Plan and administer welfare.

« Appoint other officials to operate
various departments.

Questions:

1. What are the most important
issues and challenges facing
Butler County?

2. What is your position on data
centers in Butler County?

3. What is your position on Butler
County’s 287(g) contract with
ICE?

Mike
Miller
(Democrat)

Website: millerforbutlercounty.com

Facebook: facebook.com/
MillerforButlerCounty

X: None Provided
Education: B.S., Butler University, M.Ed.
Xavier University

Qualifications for Office: Mike has
lived in Southwest Ohio for most of his
life. He grew up in nearby Lebanon, and
moved to Butler County in 2010. Mike

is an active member of the community,
coaching youth sports and volunteering
with various organizations. His previous
professional experience includes working
in event operations and account manage-

ment.

Question 1: Many Butler County residents
are struggling to make ends meet and feel
that they are being overtaxed, even though
local schools and services are struggling
with funding themselves. The current
commissioners have put an overemphasis
on saving money and not investing in the
community. Hoarding taxpayer money is
just as fiscally irresponsible as spending
beyond your means. Butler County has al-
most $110 million in general fund reserves
and had a $23 million general fund surplus
in 2025. Butler County should invest more
on local services, such as infrastructure,
homelessness, mental health and addic-
tion recovery, while reducing taxes that go
to the general fund.

Question 2: Development in Butler Coun-
ty should be used to enhance the quality
oflife of the citizens, not be a burden. Busi-
ness development, including data centers,
must not increase the strain on existing
utilities, harm the environment or be a
nuisance and decrease the quality of life
of nearby residents. Almost all hyperscale
data centers fail to meet those criteria.
Tax abatements and credits for large busi-
nesses should also be limited. Large cor-
porations shouldn’t pay less property tax
than everyday residents of the county.

Question 3: Public safety resources need
to be focused on protecting families here
in Butler County. Not serving political
agendas. Taxpayer dollars and county
facilities should be used to promote lo-
cal needs and safety first. Over half of the
Butler County Jail population is currently
ICE detainees or from the U.S. Marshals
Service. Many of whom have no violent
criminal history and are charged with
civil or misdemeanor offenses that would
be releasable with little or no bond. Deten-
tion of these undocumented immigrants
from across the area does not increase the
safety of Butler County residents.

Michael V.
Ryan
(Republican)

 §

Website: RyanforButler.com

Facebook: facebook.com/RyanForButler
X: None Provided

Education: Bachelors of Arts in Mass
Communication from Wright State Uni-
versity; Associates of Applied Sciences
from Cincinnati College of Mortuary Sci-
ence

Training & Experience: I bring eight
years of local government experience as
a Hamilton City Councilman and Vice
Mayor. I have worked on budgets, infra-
structure, public safety and economic
development. I have collaborated with
businesses, community leaders and resi-
dents to create opportunities and deliver
results- 1400 new jobs, $700 Million in
capital investment and 20% increase in
income tax revenue generated.

Question 1: The biggest issues facing
Butler County are rising Property Taxes,
the need for infrastructure improvements
and ensuring we have enough housing to
support responsible housing development.
We need to find ways to control rising
property taxes while protecting essential
services. We must continue to invest in
roads, bridges and other critical infra-
structure initiatives to keep pace with
growth. We need to encourage responsible
housing development that expands hous-
ing options and affordability while pre-
serving the quality of life and character in
our communities.

Question 2: I support the current County
Commissioners data center moratorium
and believe we should carefully review
the findings from the State of Ohio Select
Committee on Data Centers before any-
more are built in our county. Simply put,
we need to know more about the impact
data centers can have our electricity,
water, infrastructure and communities
before allowing new projects to move for-
ward.

Question 3: I fully support the 287(g)
contract with ICE. Our county should sup-
port law enforcement and uphold the rule
of law. This partnership strengthens our
public safety throughout the county.



BUTLER COUNTY
AUDITOR

Term: 4 years

Responsibilities: Chief Fiscal Officer

in the County, whose duties include:

+ Administration and distribution of
tax Revenues.

+ Accounting for all county funds,
administration of county payroll.

« Produces official financial reports
for county, state and federal
governments.

« Establishes the real property value
and calculates the property tax for
every parcel of real estate.

Questions:

1. What are the most important
challenges facing this office and
how would you address them?

2. What is the role of the county
auditor in collaborating with the
state legislature in addressing
property tax reform?

3. What role does a county auditor
play in promoting transparency in

public finances?

Amy
Hines

(Democrat)

Website: friendsofamyhines.com

Facebook: facebook.com/
FriendsofAmyHines

X: None Provided
Education: BS Indiana University, Kelley

School of Business with Highest Distinc-
tion

Training & Experience: 1 have experi-
ence in financial management, real estate,
compliance, and organizational leader-
ship. I served as general manager of a
credit union, worked in wealth manage-
ment and real estate, and held real estate
salesperson and broker licenses. My work
has required accuracy, sound financial
judgment, regulatory compliance, and
clear communication.

Question 1: The biggest challenges are
making a complex office easier to under-
stand and making sure its systems and
processes are strong enough for the work
they support. Ohio’s property-tax system
is unusually complicated, and residents
should be able to see how values and
taxes are calculated. I would modernize
public-facing technology, review internal
systems and long-standing processes with
fresh eyes, and explain decisions in plain
language. Accuracy and continuity mat-
ter, but so does asking whether there is a
clearer, fairer, more reliable way to do the
work.

Question 2: The Auditor’s first responsi-
bility is to do the job entrusted to the office
well: value property fairly, keep accurate
financial records, apply tax laws consis-
tently, and give people clear information.
Beyond that, the Auditor can be a useful
partner to other public servants, includ-
ing state legislators who write the laws.
Because the office sees how state tax laws
work in practice, I would share local data,
identify unintended consequences, and of-
fer practical ideas to legislators and fellow
auditors. Good government works better
when public servants do their own jobs
well and help one another improve how
the system works.

Question 3: A county auditor promotes
transparency by making public financial
information accurate, accessible, and
understandable. That is central to why I
am running. I want the Auditor’s office to
be a trusted source of key financial facts
people can find, search, understand, and
share. Those facts help us see how public
money is used and how tax decisions af-
fect us. Public money tells a public story
and provides common ground for public
conversation. We may not agree on every
solution, but we are far more likely to find
solutions we can agree on when we begin
with facts we can trust.

Nancy
Nix
(Republican)

Website: nancynix.com
Facebook: None Provided
X: None Provided

Education: MBA from Miami University.
BS in Accounting and Marketing, double
major, from Truman State University,
Kirksville, MO.

Qualifications for Office: Certified Pub-
lic Accountant. Former Banking Manager.
Former Vice Mayor and City Council-
woman.

Question 1: County auditors offices
across Ohio have been heavily stressed
the past several years due to exacerbated
inflation in the residential real estate
market causing extremely high property
taxation. Homeowners are fed up and
often blame the auditor, who simply ad-
ministrates the highly complex system
created by the State. As county auditor
the past several years, I've testified at the
statehouse about property tax reform; I've
held town halls throughout the county to
inform residents; I run an active FB page
that regularly reaches tens of thousands
of residents; I have written op-eds; lastly,
I serve on the County Auditor Association
board where my voice gets heard.

Question 2: Auditors are at the center of
property tax reform. It was county audi-
tors that put forth property tax reform rec-
ommendations to Ohio lawmakers, which
became law in December 2025. Auditors
across the state have been implementing
these reforms this past year, which have
provided credits to taxpayers. As a board
member of the County Auditor Assn, I'm in
regular contact with fellow auditors and
Ohio lawmakers. More reform is needed,
as homeowners are finding it difficult
to pay their taxes. Auditors continue to
advocate for more robust Homestead Ex-
emption programs and reducing levy rates
where possible through the county’s bud-
get commission.

Question 3: The County Auditor is the
Chief Financial Officer of the county,
overseeing all expenditures, as well as the
county’s payroll. All data going through
the auditor’s office is public information,
and we regularly receive records requests
for our data, which we respond to prompt-

ly. In addition, on our website, anyone has
access to our annual financial reports
which provide information on property
tax collections, levies, sales tax, the library
fund, county debt, and employee levels per
department. The link to the report is here:
auditor.bcohio.gov/real_estate/real _es-
tate_reports/index.php

The Butler County Auditor’s Office motto
is Honesty, Transparency, and Outreach.

Please visit
VOTE411.0rg

for candidate
résponses

that may have
heen submitted
after the print
teadiine.



Justice of the Ohio Supreme Court
Questions:

1. List your judicial experience
(courts and years).

2. What non-judicial legal
experience qualifies you to

be a judge?

3. Why are you running for this
particular court seat?

4. What major challenges do courts
face today? How would you
address them?

5. What do you perceive as the
greatest obstacle to justice, if any?

JUSTICE OF THE
OHIO SUPREME
COURT

Term: 6 years
Full term commencing 1-1-2027

Responsibilities: Interpret and

apply Ohio laws, which must be

in compliance with the Ohio &

United States Constitutions. Justices

represent the Ohio Supreme Court as

a co-equal branch of government that

provides a check & balance on Ohio’s

legislative & executive branches They
serve you as a Justice of the Supreme

Court of Ohio, where they:

« Interpret Ohio laws by reviewing &
ruling on state laws for compliance
with Ohio & US Constitutions,
impacting constitutional rights,
healthcare, housing, criminal
sentencing laws, drug policies,
energy practices, election laws,
corporate regulation, district maps
for the Ohio Statehouse & U.S.
Congress, & more.

« Decide appeals on cases tried in
an Ohio lower court involving
constitutional questions, death
penalty sentences, and other cases
of statewide importance.

+ Oversee lower Ohio Courts &
lawyers by setting policy & budgets
for lower courts. Establishes &
oversees ethical guidelines for Ohio
lawyers & judges.

Marilyn
Zayas
(Democrat)

Website: judgemarilynzayas.com

Facebook: facebook.com/
Judge.MarilynZayas

X: vote4JudgeZayas

Education: ].D. University of Cincinnati
College of Law; CCNY Bachelor’s in Com-
puter Science

Training & Experience: Served several
times at the Ohio Supreme Court to re-
place a recused justice by selection of the
Ohio Chief Justice; Ohio Court of Appeals
Judge since 2016; Decided over 2000 ap-
peal cases across Ohio; Attorney nearly 20
years; Provided legal education and train-
ing to attorneys, including prosecutors,
criminal defense attorneys, and civil liti-
gators; Alum of the FBI Citizens Academy;
Procter & Gamble IT Manager

Volunteer & Community Service: Cre-
ator & program director of the Educating
Tomorrow’s Leaders student program;
U.C. College of Law Dean’s Advisory Board;
Past Board member Beech Acres Parent-
ing Center; Partnered with law enforce-
ment for years helping crime victims

Question 1: Ohio First District Court of
Appeals Judge, 2016-present; decided
2,000+ appeal cases across Ohio. Last
year, selected three times in 40 days by the
Chief Justice (associated with a different
political party) to replace a recused justice
on our Ohio Supreme Court, an unprec-
edented honor. Additionally, previously
appointed to the Supreme Court and the
Second, Sixth, Eighth, and Tenth District
Courts of Appeals.

Question 2: My non-judicial experience is
shaped by my personal journey & nearly
20 years as an attorney. I grew up in a
neighborhood devastated by drugs and
crime and was raised by a mother with a
seventh-grade education who worked as
a factory seamstress. She taught me hard
work, perseverance, & integrity. I earned
a degree in computer science and worked
as an IT manager at Procter & Gamble,
developing strong analytical and problem-
solving skills. I used my savings to attend
law school, then represented individuals,
families, and businesses in complex legal
matters. My police officer brother was
nearly killed by a drunk driver in the line

of duty. These experiences showed me how
the law affects real people and strength-
ened my commitment to fair, independent
courts, rule of law and safe communities.

Question 3: I am running because Ohio’s
highest court must be a beacon of integ-
rity, impartiality, & independence, decid-
ing cases based on the Constitution, law,
& facts. People are losing faith in our
courts because of politics. Our Ohio Su-
preme Court will decide cases involving
data centers, what energy companies can
charge us, & government overreach. I have
accepted $0 from corporate interests: en-
ergy, banking, and insurance companies.
After nearly a decade and 2,000+ appeals,
plus multiple selections by the Chief Jus-
tice (she’s from a different political party)
to sit on the Supreme Court, I have built a
record of fair, principled decisions, earn-
ing trust across the political spectrum.
Ohio ranks 9th in overdose deaths. I will
expand Veterans, Mental Health, & Drug
Courts to improve public safety.

Question 4: The greatest challenges fac-
ing Ohio courts are restoring public trust
in an independent judiciary & maintain-
ing stability in the law. Yet our Ohio Su-
preme Court has increasingly departed
from well-established precedent. In April
2026, its decision in Disciplinary Counsel
v. Rudduck departed from federal prec-
edent & allowed judges to endorse politi-
cians, raising concerns about the integrity
of our courts. I will never endorse a politi-
cal candidate because everyone deserves
confidence that the courtroom is a place
ofimpartial justice. In July 2026, the Court
reversed its own 1987 precedent in State
v. King. Changes to settled law should be
rare, principled, & carefully explained.
I will remain faithful to the rule of law.
Trust is earned through integrity, inde-
pendence, & equal justice.

Question 5: The greatest obstacle to jus-
tice is unequal resources: wealth provides
advantages that hard-working Americans
often lack. This can affect cases from the
outset. Public defenders face heavy case-
loads with limited support. In civil mat-
ters, such as custody and family disputes,
many cannot afford attorneys, preventing
them from pursuing cases or forcing them
to represent themselves at a major disad-
vantage. Even small fines or fees can lead
to escalating barriers. This challenges our
ideal of equal treatment under the law. I
believe that practical, bipartisan initia-
tives, such as better funding for legal aid,
greater access to information about court
proceedings, and streamlined processes,
can level the playing field while maintain-
ing public safety and accountability for all.

NO
PHOTO

Daniel
Hawkins

(Republican)

PROVIDED

Website: None Provided

Facebook: None Provided

X: None Provided

Education: None Provided

Training & Experience: None Provided

Volunteer & Community Service: None
Provided

Question 1: None Provided
Question 2: None Provided
Question 3: None Provided
Question 4: None Provided
Question 5: None Provided

Check
Your Voter
Registration

VOTEA11.019



JUSTICE OF THE
OHIO SUPREME
COURT

Term: 6 years
Full term commencing 1-2-2027

Responsibilities: Interpret and
apply Ohio laws, which must be

in compliance with the Ohio &
United States Constitutions. Justices
represent the Ohio Supreme Court as
a co-equal branch of government that
provides a check & balance on Ohio’s
legislative & executive branches They
serve you as a Justice of the Supreme
Court of Ohio, where they:

« Interpret Ohio laws by reviewing &

ruling on state laws for compliance
with Ohio & US Constitutions,
impacting constitutional rights,
healthcare, housing, criminal
sentencing laws, drug policies,
energy practices, election laws,
corporate regulation, district maps
for the Ohio Statehouse & U.S.
Congress, & more.

« Decide appeals on cases tried in
an Ohio lower court involving
constitutional questions, death
penalty sentences, and other cases
of statewide importance.

+ Oversee lower Ohio Courts &
lawyers by setting policy & budgets
for lower courts. Establishes &
oversees ethical guidelines for Ohio
lawyers & judges.

Jennifer
Bruner

(Democrat)

Website: justicebrunner.com
Facebook: facebook.com/jenniferbrunner
X:jenniferbrunner

Education: Miami University 1975-1978
B.S. Sociology-Gerontology, Cum Laude;
Capital University Law School 1979-1982
].D. Law (1983), Order of the Curia; Univer-
sity of York, UK, PhD, Sociology (remote

study) expected 2027

Training & Experience: Justice, Supreme
Court of Ohio, elected 2020; Judge, Tenth
District Court of Appeals, 2014-2021;
Judge, Franklin County Court of Com-
mon Pleas, 2000-2005; Secretary of State
of Ohio, January 2007-2011; private law
practice, 3/1987-2/2000, 9/2005 -1/2007,
1/2011-12/2014

Volunteer & Community Service: Past
Board Member, Center for Community So-
lutions, Cleveland (2013-2019); Past Board
Chair/Member, Legacy Fund of Central
Ohio (2012-2021); OxFam America, Am-
bassador (2014-2021); various local and
state government boards (1991-2021)

Question 1: Supreme Court of Ohio, Jus-
tice (2021-Present); Ohio Appellate Judge-
10th District Court of Appeals (2014-2020),
Franklin County Court of Common Pleas
Court (2000-2005), founder of Treatment
is Essential to Success (TIES) felony drug
court in 2004, still in operation; Interna-
tional Governance and Rule of Law Expe-
rience to National Center for State Courts
for Serbian Ministry of Justice and mis-
demeanor judges (2012-2013); conducted
training onsite for Sri Lanka Bar Associa-
tion (2015); USAID observer of 3 elections
in Egypt, working with judges who super-
vised elections (2014-2015); remote volun-
teer for American Bar Association (ABA)
for NGOs in Kazakhstan, producing video
training for civil society advocacy, and
onsite consultant to Benin Human Rights
Commission for ABA (2022).

Question 2: As Ohio’s first woman Sec-
retary of State (2007-2011), I served as
the state’s chief election officer and su-
pervised the state’s 88 bipartisan county
boards of elections; promulgated rules
and issued directives and instructions
for the fair conduct of elections in Ohio.
I oversaw a staff of 200 and was person-
ally involved in settling litigation issues
on election administration regarding the
2008 Obama election. I received the John
F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award, the
nation’s most prestigious award for elect-
ed public servants, for what Caroline Ken-
nedy called, “dauntless commitment to
the enfranchisement of every Ohio voter.”

Question 3: Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s 2016
book, In My Own Words, inspired me to
understand just how focused she was
on improving the lives of women and on
equality, even before she was an attorney,
judge or U.S. Supreme Court Justice. She
also understood that collegiality among
her colleagues was essential to forging a
path to accomplish her goals. As the only
Democrat on the Ohio Supreme Court, I

understand that and have worked to de-
velop relationships that help me to con-
tribute to Ohio law so that rule of law may
stay strong and justice for all be more than
an idea.

Question 4: My judicial philosophy is
based in fairness, equality and respect.
The rule of law exists to provide fair-
ness in human endeavors, which allows
individuals to live peaceably among one
another with predictability, safety and a
springboard for their individual pursuit
of happiness. In a democracy bound to
the rule of law, it is inherently recognized
by members of such a society that there is
something greater than themselves in the
law to help all people govern their own af-
fairs. When the keepers of the rule of law
of that society remember that they work in
service to the people, the law works to the
good of the people and their freedoms.

Question 5: I believe that we must con-
tinue to improve access to justice through
legal reform initiatives. That is why I have
advocated for the use of technology to im-
prove court efficiency and accessibility.
Commitment to diversity and inclusion
within the judiciary also requires vigi-
lance in making sure our courts reflect the
diversity in our state. Finally, I believe that
public confidence in the independence of
our courts is imperative. Justice requires
fairness, access and rule of law in decision
making. It is neither red nor blue. It is and
should be above the fray of politics.

NO

Colleen
PHOTO O’Donnell
2030l  (Republican)

Website: None Provided

Facebook: None Provided

X: None Provided

Education: None Provided

Training & Experience: None Provided

Volunteer & Community Service: None
Provided

Question 1: None Provided
Question 2: None Provided
Question 3: None Provided
Question 4: None Provided
Question 5: None Provided
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Judicial Candidate Questions:

1. List your judicial experience

(courts and years).

2. What non-judicial legal
experience qualifies you to
be a judge?

3. Why are you running for this

particular court seat?

12™M COUNTY
COURT OF APPEALS
DISTRICT

JUDGE OF THE
COURT OF APPEALS

Term: 6 years
Full term commencing 1-1-2027

Responsibilities: Review trial court
decisions for legal errors, decide
cases in three-judge panels, manage
aregional appellate docket spanning
eight counties, and issue original
extraordinary writs.

NO

Matthew
PHDTO Byrne
220)"10]208  (Bepublican)

Note: Byrne withdrew after the deadline.
His name will appear on the ballot but he
will not be a candidate. There will be 3
write in candidates.

VOTE 411

12™ COUNTY
COURT OF APPEALS
DISTRICT
JUDGE OF THE
COURT OF APPEALS

Term: 6 years
Full term commencing 2-9-2027

Responsibilities: Review trial court
decisions for legal errors, decide
cases in three-judge panels, manage
aregional appellate docket spanning
eight counties, and issue original
extraordinary writs.

NO

Robert
PHOTO Hendrickson
2000|208  (Bepublican)

Website: None Provided

Facebook: None Provided

X: None Provided

Education: None Provided

Training & Experience: None Provided

Volunteer & Community Service: None
Provided

Question 1: None Provided
Question 2: None Provided

Question 3: None Provided

BUTLER COUNTY
JUDGE OF
THE COURT OF
COMMON PLEAS

Term: 6 years
Full term commencing 1-1-2027

Responsibilities: Preside over
serious legal matters across four
specialized divisions, managing
felony criminal cases, major civil
lawsuits, domestic relations, juvenile
matters, and probate administration
to provide impartial justice.

Jennifer
McElfresh

(Nonpartisan)

Website: None Provided
Facebook: None Provided
X: None Provided

Education: I received a Bachelor of Arts
from the University of Cincinnati in 1994
and a Juris Doctor from the University of
Cincinnati in 1997.

Qualifications for Office: I was appoint-
ed to serve as a Judge of the General Divi-
sion of the Butler County Common Pleas
Court in October of 2013. I was elected to
the same position in 2014 and 2020. Prior
to taking the bench, I served as an Assis-
tant Prosecuting Attorney with the Butler
County Prosecutor’s Office for 15 years. I
spent the bulk of my career as a prosecutor
handling felony child abuse cases.

GHECK YOUR VOTER REGISTRATION

VOTE411.019

Question 1: I was appointed to the Gener-
al Division of the Butler County Common
Pleas Court in October of 2013.1was elect-
ed to my first full term in 2014 and was
reelected in 2020. I handle criminal felony
and civil cases. In addition to my regular
docket, I preside over a Drug Court docket.
My Drug Court docket is a Supreme Court
certified specialized treatment docket
which strives to enhance the public safety
by preventing recidivism while assisting
felony non-support offenders in taking
responsibility for their behavioral issues
and in paying their court ordered child
support.

Question 2: I hold both a Bachelor of the
Arts and Juris Doctor from the University
of Cincinnati. Prior to taking the bench,
I served as an Assistant Prosecuting At-
torney with the Butler County Prosecu-
tor’s Office for fifteen years. In addition
to representing county agencies as an As-
sistant Prosecutor, I prosecuted juvenile
delinquency cases as well as adult mis-
demeanor and felony cases. For thirteen
years, I prosecuted child homicide, physi-
cal abuse, and sexual abuse cases. In 2011,
I became the Division Chief of the Child
Assault Division of the Butler County
Prosecutor’s Office. I received a Meritori-
ous Service Award from the Ohio Pros-
ecuting Attorneys Association in 2012.

Question 3: I am running for reelection to
my current seat on the General Division of
the Butler County Common Pleas Court
because my experience and demeanor
qualify me to be a fair and impartial judge.
Judges have the responsibility to apply the
law fairly and impartially. In addition to
knowing the law, we must be patient with
and courteous to those who come in front
of us. Every case is important. Every liti-
gant and attorney deserves to be treated
with respect and to feel that he or she has
been treated fairly. I endeavor to handle
every case with this mindset. It has been
an honor to serve the people of Butler
County for thirteen years. I appreciate
their support and trust.




Judicial Candidate Questions:

1. List your judicial experience

(courts and years).

2. What non-judicial legal
experience qualifies you to
be a judge?

3. Why are you running for this
particular court seat?

BUTLER COUNTY
JUDGE OF
THE COURT OF
COMMON PLEAS

Term: 6 years
Full term commencing 1-3-2027

Responsibilities: Preside over
serious legal matters across four
specialized divisions, managing
felony criminal cases, major civil
lawsuits, domestic relations, juvenile
matters, and probate administration
to provide impartial justice.

Daniel
Haughey

PROVIDED BRAGZa20)

Website: None Provided

Facebook: None Provided

X: None Provided

Education: None Provided

Training & Experience: None Provided

Volunteer & Community Service: None
Provided

Question 1: None Provided
Question 2: None Provided
Question 3: None Provided

BUTLER COUNTY
JUDGE OF
THE COURT OF
COMMON PLEAS

Term: 6 years
Full term commencing 2-9-2027

Responsibilities: Preside over
serious legal matters across four
specialized divisions, managing

felony criminal cases, major civil

lawsuits, domestic relations, juvenile
matters, and probate administration
to provide impartial justice.

NO

Michael A.
PHOTO Oster, Jr.

2000|208 (Nompartisan)

Website: None Provided

Facebook: None Provided

X: None Provided

Education: None Provided

Training & Experience: None Provided

Volunteer & Community Service: None
Provided

Question 1: None Provided
Question 2: None Provided
Question 3: None Provided

BUTLER COUNTY
JUDGE OF
THE COURT OF
COMMON PLEAS
(JUVENILE DIVISION)

Full term commencing 1-2-2027

Responsibilities: Handle matters
concerning minors, delinquency,
adoptions, estate planning, and wills.

Erik D.
Niehaus

(Nonpartisan)

Website: None Provided
Facebook: None Provided

X: None Provided

Education: Ball State University, Muncie,
Indiana - B.S. (1994); Salmon P. Chase Col-
lege of Law, Northern Kentucky Univ. - J.D..
(December 2004)

Question 1: Butler County Juvenile Court
Judge: January 2021-present; Butler Coun-
ty Juvenile Court Magistrate: January
2018-December 2020

Question 2: Private law practice (fam-
ily law; criminal law): full time from 2014-
2021; Private law practice: part time from
2009-2014; Part-time prosecutor for city
of Hamilton Municipal Court: 2014-2018;
Law enforcement officer at the West Ches-
ter Police Department: 1994-2014 (Chief
of Police 2008-2014) ; Adjunct professor
at Miami University Hamilton teaching
criminal justice courses: 2016-2024; Ad-
junct professor at University of Cincinnati
teaching criminal justice courses: 2024-
2026

Question 3: My father was the Juvenile
Court Judge for 27 years and I had always
been interested in the type of work he did
while on the bench. I really wanted to work
in the Juvenile Court because I believe it
is the best way to make a positive impact
on our future by working with and help-
ing shape the lives of the youth (and their
families) that are involved in our system.

BUTLER COUNTY
JUDGE OF
THE COURT OF
COMMON PLEAS
(PROBATE DIVISION)

Full term commencing 2-9-2027

Responsibilities: Handle matters
concerning minors, delinquency,
adoptions, estate planning, and wills.

NO

John M.
PHOTO

Holcomb
(Nonpartisan)

PROVIDED

Website: None Provided

Facebook: None Provided

X: None Provided

Education: None Provided

Training & Experience: None Provided

Volunteer & Community Service: None
Provided

Question 1: None Provided
Question 2: None Provided
Question 3: None Provided

O
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ISSUES

ISSUE # 3
STATE OF OHIO

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT TO
ENACT SECTION 5 OF
ARTICLE V OF THE
CONSTITUTION OF
THE STATE OF OHIO

Statewide — Photo ID Ballot Measure

A majority yes vote is required for adop-
tion.

(A) Electors shall provide photo identifi-
cation in order to vote in person at a
polling place or other voting location
designated by law, in accordance with
laws passed by the general assembly,
except that the laws may provide an al-
ternative method of verifying the iden-
tity of an elector who does not have
photo identification because the elec-
tor has a sincere religious objection to
being photographed.

(B) Ataminimum, and in accordance with
laws passed by the general assembly,
electors shall provide photo identifica-
tion or, ifauthorized by law, a signature
and at least one other unique identifier
in order to vote by any other method
authorized by law.

(C) As used in this section:

(1) “Photo identification” means one of
the following documents that is is-
sued by an agency of this state or the
United States, includes the elector’s
name and photograph, and is not
expired:

(a) A driver’s license or state identi-
fication card issued by the Ohio
bureau of motor vehicles or its
successor agency or a temporary
document issued by that agency
to an applicant for a driver’s li-
cense or state identification card
that contains all of the infor-
mation otherwise found on the
license or card and that the ap-
plicant may use as a form of iden-
tification while waiting to receive
the license or card;

(b) A United States passport or pass-
port card;

(c) A United States military identi-
fication card, an Ohio national
guard identification card, or an
identification card issued by the
United States department of
veterans affairs or its successor
agency.

(2) “Other unique identifier” means one
of the following that is authorized by
the general assembly by law for vot-
ing purposes:

(@) A unique numeric or alphanu-
meric descriptor assigned to the
elector by an agency of this state
or the United States;

(b) A truncated version of a descrip-
tor described in division (C)(2)(a)
of this section.

EFFECTIVE DATE If adopted by a major-
ity of the electors voting on this proposal,
Section 5 of Article V of the Constitution of
the State of Ohio enacted by this proposal
shall take effect immediately.

Explanation: A “yes” vote supports
amending the Ohio Constitution to:

« Enshrine into the Ohio Constitution the
state’s current voter ID law for those vot-
ing in person at the Early Voting Loca-
tion or on Election Day.

« Constitutionally require specific docu-
ments to count as voter ID including: a
driver’s license or state ID card issued by
the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles or its
successor agency or a temporary docu-
ment issued by that agency for an appli-
cant to use while waiting to receive the
license or card that contains all the same
information; a U.S. passport or passport
card; a U.S. military ID card; an Ohio
National Guard ID card; or an ID card is-
sued by the U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs or its successor agency.

« Allow the Ohio General Assembly to con-
tinue to choose whether to require photo
ID to vote by mail.

A “no” vote opposes amending the Ohio
Constitution to enshrine Ohio’s existing
photo ID requirements. If this does not
pass, Ohio’s current photo ID law remains
in effect, and the General Assembly would
continue to have the authority to pass
voter ID legislation.

PROS: Argument for voting YES

+ Enshrining Ohio’s current voter ID law
into the state Constitution may strength-
en election integrity.

« By embedding the current voter ID re-
quirements into the Ohio Constitution,
this measure would prevent the Ohio
General Assembly from changing those
requirements unless voters approve a fu-
ture constitutional amendment.

« Though Ohio is widely regarded as a na-
tional leader for its election security, this
amendment may improve public trust in
elections.

« Currently, Ohio residents 17 and older
can get a free State ID from Ohio Bureau
of Motor Vehicles, if they do not have a
valid Ohio driver’s license.

« This proposal grants the Ohio General
Assembly the power to approve addition-
al types of photo ID beyond those listed,
maintaining election security as techno-
logical standards evolve.

CONS: Argument for voting NO

« The amendment is redundant and waste-
ful, because Ohio election law already re-
quires this exact list of photo IDs.

« Ohio’s Constitution ought to be reserved
for foundational rights and principles,
rather than policies that can be enacted
and modified through regular Ohio leg-
islation. Details of election law are better
updated through the legislative process
as technology and security needs change.

By calling for physical documents and
cards when the U.S. Department of Vet-
erans Affairs only offers digital ID, the
language of this proposed Constitutional
Amendment is already outdated.

Obtaining the prescribed forms of ac-
ceptable ID and underlying documents
required to get the prescribed IDs can be
costly, may not be readily available, and
could be ruled to be a form of poll tax.
While Ohio currently offers free state IDs
from the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles,
that law could be revoked at any time.

The proposed amendment would dispro-
portionately affect seniors, people with
disabilities, students, married women,
and rural Ohioans.

By only covering ID requirements for in-
person voting and not including voting
by mail, this proposed Constitutional
Amendment doesn't treat all forms of
voting equally.

ISSUE #6
BUTLER COUNTY

RENEWAL MENTAL
HEALTHTAXLEVY

1 MILL/10 YEARS

Butler County - Renewal Mental Health
Tax Levy - 1mill/10 years (F) 07-27-2026
A majority affirmative vote is necessary
for passage.

A renewal of a tax for the benefit of Butler
County for the purpose of operating men-
tal health service programs and maintain-
ing and operating mental health facilities
by the Butler County Mental Health and
Addiction Recovery Services Board, that
the county auditor estimates will collect
$8,462,958 annually, at a rate not exceed-
ing 1 mill for each $1 of taxable value,
which amounts to $20 for each $100,000 of
the county auditor’s market value, for a pe-
riod of 10 years, commencing in 2026, first
due in calendar year 2027.

O For the Tax Levy
O Against the Tax Levy

Explanation: Butler County Mental
Health and Addiction Recovery Services
(MHARS) facilitates and supports partner
agencies which provide critical services
to individuals at a range of income levels
in Butler County, including those below
the federal poverty level. These services
include addiction recovery, reducing over-
dose and suicide attempts/deaths, mental
health education, prevention and other
supportive services and treatment. They
facilitate services for children, families,
adults, seniors and veterans of diverse
backgrounds. MHARS has recently ex-
panded services to best address youth in
schools and juvenile detention as well as
seniors, including support for dementia,
veterans and mental health crisis preven-
tion.

This levy is a renewal of a 2020 levy. Ifa
majority vote in favor, the existing 1 mill
property tax will be renewed. This equals
$20 for each $100,000 of the county audi-
tor's market value. The levy will apply for
10 years starting in 2026, with tax collec-
tion beginning in 2027.



ISSUE #7
CITY OF OXFORD

CHARTER

AMENDMENTS

SECTIONS: 2.12,
3.05, 4.01, 4.02(7),
9.07, AND 10.01

City of Oxford - Charter Amendments
- Sections: 2.12, 3.05, 4.01, 4.02(7), 9.07,
and 10.01

A majority affirmative vote is necessary
for passage.

Shall the Charter of the Municipality of
Oxford, Ohio be amended by:

1. removing Section 2.12 regarding utility
users liable for own uses and not for oth-
ers;

2. revising Section 3.05 to require that ini-
tiative or referendum petitions be filed
with the city clerk and not the city audi-
tor;

3. revising Section 4.01 to provide the op-
tion of the city manager residing outside
the city with the approval of city council;

4. revising Section 4.02(7) to remove the
reference to Civil Service Commission
and insert reference to Personnel Ap-
peals Board;

5.revising Section 9.07 Recall by remov-
ing existing wording and replacing with
new process;

6. removing Section 10.01 regarding offi-

cial bonds and renumber remaining Sec-

tions?

O Yes

0O No

Background: Voters will vote on six pro-
posed changes to the city’s charter that
affect a variety of issues.

Under Section 2.12, the city of Oxford can
only collect unpaid utility bills from the
tenant and not the property owner.

Sections 3.05 and 4.02 have references to
offices or commissions that no longer ex-
ist in Oxford.

Section 4.01 has a residency requirement
for the city manager, which goes against
Ohio’s Revised Code.

Section 9.07 refers to the Ohio Revised
Code for how to proceed in the event of a
recall of a member of city council; an Ohio
Supreme Court Case ruled that such lan-
guage did not properly incorporate Ohio’s
statutory procedure and was therefore
ineffective. This amendment provides a
process for recall.

Section 10.01 currently requires the city to
have a bond for the city’s finance director
and assistant finance director.

Arguments for:

Removing 2.12 will allow the city to re-
coup unpaid utility bills, which amounted
to $17,000 in 2025.

Revising sections 3.05, 4.02(7), and 9.07
resolve current ambiguities in the city’s
charter.

Revising section 4.01 will bring the city
into compliance with Ohio Revised Code
and provide extra flexibility in the hiring
of city managers.

Revising Section 10.01 would allow the city
to expand the city’s employee dishonesty
and faithful performance insurance policy
to cover the finance director and assistant
finance director.

Arguments against:

Changing section 2.12 will mean property
owners will be held responsible for unpaid
utility bills if the city cannot collect from
tenants.

LEVY TYPES: According to the Butler County Auditor’s website,

there are 3 types of property tax levies that can be proposed to voters:

TYPE OF LEVY DESCRIPTION
A new levy approved by voters for a specific purpose,
Additional most commonly for current operating expenses or
permanent improvements.
Levied to pay principal and interest on bonds issued for
Bond . : s ;
capital projects, such as buildings or infrastructure.
Renews an existing levy at the same voted rate as the
Renewal original levy. As property values increase, the effective
tax rate is reduced, resulting in no tax increase.

A city manager who does not live within
Oxford, as would be allowed under the re-
vised section 4.01, may not be as invested
in local services and community issues.

ISSUE #8
CITY OF OXFORD

CHARTER
AMENDMENTS

SECTION 2.11(4)

City of Oxford — Charter Amendments —
Section 2.11(4)

A majority affirmative vote is necessary
for passage.

Shall the Charter of the Municipality of
Oxford, Ohio be amended by: 1. revising
Section 2.11 paragraph (4) by removing all
wording after the first sentence?

O Yes
O No

Background: This change to the city
charter focuses on housing in Oxford’s
Historic Mile Square, plus certain proper-
ties north of Sycamore Street. This por-
tion of the city charter dates to 1976 and
currently limits the number of dwelling
units per building to three. In 2007, the
restriction was removed by voters for the
8-block Uptown area, between Church St,
Campus Ave, Walnut St, and College Ave.
A majority vote for the amendment would
remove the remaining restriction and rely
on Oxford Zoning Code and Building Code
to regulate the number of dwelling units
per building.

Argument for:

Revising the charter would provide great-
er flexibility for new housing within the
Mile Square. Removing the prohibition on
the number of dwelling units per building
will enable developers to build more dense
housing, which could alleviate housing
shortages. It will also incentivize the con-
struction of newer, modern housing.

Argument against:

Revising the charter would allow owners
to rebuild or modernize older buildings,
which might compromise the character
of the Mile Square. Developers may also
be incentivized to build dense housing for
college students rather than affordable
housing for long-term residents.

ISSUE #13

HANOVERTOWNSHIP
FIRE DISTRICT

ADDITIONAL
TAXLEVY

3.5MILLS/5YEARS

Hanover Township Fire District Addi-
tional Tax Levy - 3.5mills/5years

A majority affirmative vote is necessary
for passage.

An additional tax for the benefit of the
Hanover Township Fire District for the
purpose of providing and maintaining
fire apparatus, mechanical resuscitators,
or other fire equipment and appliances,
buildings and sites therefore, or sources of
water supply and materials therefor, for the
establishment and maintenance of lines of
fire-alarm communications, for the pay-
ment of firefighting companies or perma-
nent, part-time, or volunteer firefighting,
emergency medical service, administra-
tive, or communications personnel to oper-
ate the same, including the payment of any
employer contributions required for such
personnel under section 14548 or 742.34
of the Revised Code, for the purchase of
ambulance equipment, for the provision
of ambulance, paramedic, or other emer-
gency medical services operated by a fire
department or firefighting company, or
for the payment of other related costs, that
the county auditor estimates will collect
$1,147,529 annually, at a rate not exceeding
3.5 mills for each $1 of taxable value, which
amounts to $123 for each $100,000 of the
county auditor’s market value, for a period
of 5 years, commencing in 2026, first due in
calendar year 2027.

O For the Tax Levy
O Against the Tax Levy

Explanation: Hanover Township is
seeking funding for fire equipment and
personnel, as well as emergency medical
equipment and personnel. A detailed list
of how the funds will be used, if approved,
is noted above.

If a majority vote for the levy an additional
3.5 mills for each $1 taxable value will be
placed on Hanover Township properties.
This equals $123 for each $100,000 of the
county auditor’s market value. The levy
will apply for 5 years starting in 2026, with
tax collection beginning in 2027.



Y BALLOT CHECKLIST

GOVERNOR/LT GOVERNOR
O Amy Acton/David Pepper (D)
O Don Kissick/James Mills (L)
O Vivek Ramaswamey/

Robert McColley (R)
O Write-in Candidate

ATTORNEY GENERAL
O John Kulewicz (D)
O Keith Faber (R)

AUDITOR OF STATE
O Annet Blackwell (D)
O Frank LaRose (R)

SECRETARY OF STATE
O Allison Russo (D)

O Tom Pruss (L)

O Robert Sprague (R)

OHIO TREASURER OF STATE
O Seth Walsh (D)
O Jay Edwards (R)

STATE OF OHIO-U.S. SENATOR
(UNEXPIRED TERM ENDING 1-3-2029)
O Sherrod Brown (D)

O William B. Redpath (L)

O Gregory Lee Levy (NP)

O Jon Husted (R)

O Write-in Candidate

8TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT-
FOR REPRESENTATIVE

TO CONGRESS

0 Vanessa Enoch (D)

0O Warren Davidson (R)

40TH HOUSE DISTRICT-

FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE
O Timothy Hornbacker (D)

O Joshua Umbaugh (L)

O Rodney Creech (R)

45TH HOUSE DISTRICT-

FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE
O Jayson Ameer Rasheed (D)

O Jennifer Gross (R)

46TH HOUSE DISTRICT-

FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE
0 Benjamin McCall (D)

O Thomas Hall (R)

47TH HOUSE DISTRICT-

FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE
O Jordan Haire (D)

[ Jason Purviance (L)

[ Diane Mullins (R)

BUTLER COUNTY COMMISSIONER
O Mike Miller (D)
0 Michael V. Ryan (R)

BUTLER COUNTY AUDITOR
0 Amy Hines (D)
O Nancy Nix (R)

JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT
(FULL TERM COMMENCING 1-1-2027)
O Marilyn Zayas (D)

O Daniel Hawkins (R)

JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT
(FULL TERM COMMENCING 1-2-2027)
O Jennifer Bruner (D)

O Colleen O’Donnell (R)

ELECTION DAY
PROBLEMS?

Report an election issue by calling:

1-866-OUR-VOTE (866-687-8683)

12TH COUNTY COURT OF
APPEALS DISTRICT-JUDGE OF
THE COURT OF APPEALS

(FULL TERM COMMENCING 1-1-2027)

O Matthew Byrne (R) Withdrew
O Write-in Candidate

12TH COUNTY COURT OF

APPEALS DISTRICT-JUDGE OF
THE COURT OF APPEALS

(FULL TERM COMMENCING 2-9-2027)
0 Robert Hendrickson (R)

BUTLER COUNTY JUDGE OF

THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
(FULL TERM COMMENCING 1-1-2027)
O Jennifer McElfresh (NP)

BUTLER COUNTY JUDGE OF

THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
(FULL TERM COMMENCING 1-3-2027)
O Daniel Haughey (NP)

BUTLER COUNTY JUDGE OF

THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
(FULL TERM COMMENCING 2-9-2027)
O Michael A. Oster, Jr. (NP)

BUTLER COUNTY JUDGE OF

THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
(JUVENILE DIVISION)

(FULL TERM COMMENCING 1-2-2027)
0O Erik D. Niehaus (NP)

BUTLER COUNTY JUDGE OF

THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
(PROBATE DIVISION)

(FULL TERM COMMENCING 2-9-2027)
O John M. Holcomb (NP)

VERIFY YOUR
POLLING PLACE

* %k %k ok k

electionlink.bcohio.gov/Portals/

1-888-VE-Y-VOTE (en Espaﬁol)
1-888-API-VOTE (Asian multilingual)

1-844-YALLA-US (Arabic)

ElectionLink/ViewPollingLocation.aspx

BALLOT ISSUES

ISSUE 3: STATE OF OHIO
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
TO ENACT SECTION 5 OF ARTICLE
V OF THE CONSTITUTION OF OHIO
O Yes

O No

ISSUE 6: BUTLER COUNTY
RENEWAL MENTAL
HEALTHTAXLEVY

O Yes

O No

ISSUE 7: CITY OF OXFORD
CHARTER AMENDMENTS
SECTIONS 2.12, 3.05, 4.01,
4.02(7),9.07, AND 10.01

O Yes

O No

ISSUE 8: CITY OF OXFORD
CHARTER AMENDMENT
SECTIONS 2.11(4)

O Yes

O No

ISSUE 13: HANOVER
TOWNSHIP FIRE DISTRICT
ADDITIONAL TAXLEVY

O Yes

O No

(D) = Democratic Party
(L) = Libertarian Party
(NP) = Nonpartisan

(R) = Republican Party

FIRST TIME
VOTER?

Don’t worry, we've made a
checklist to make voting for

the first time stress free!

Go to www.vote4il.org/first-time-voter-checklist

VOTE 411




